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Partner Program Begins! 
The “Partner Program” is off to a good start with 

eleven veteran members serving as partners for new 
members who joined the UUCS November 18, 2007. 

The Partner Program is one element of the “Year 
of Intentional Hospitality” which was inaugurated this fall. 
The purpose of this program is to fully welcome new 
members into this congregation and aid them in making 
connections with special interest groups and volunteer 
activities. 

The program is the essence of Unitarian Universalism—voluntary on the part of the new mem-
bers and flexible. The partners decide the nature and scope of their contacts. For some it may be hav-
ing lunch or coffee together from time to time and for others simply agreeing to meet at church certain 
Sundays. There are lots of options. 

The Membership Team and Rev. Rick wish to further recognize and thank the current group of 
veteran volunteers who were announced in the November 18 UUCS Newsletter—Mary Hart, Rhea 
Devery, George Struble, John Case, Ellen Howard, Margaret Boyle, Delores Lusk, Oddny Everson, Jim 
Koch and Judith VanOsdol. Rick himself is partner for the Rev. Connie Yost. These volunteers will 
serve through the balance of the year, with new groups being formed for the winter and spring classes. 

Winter classes for newcomers will begin February 3, with veteran partners needed by about the 
first of March. When sign-up is announced, please consider volunteering. You will make a new friend 
and perform a valuable service for our congregation. 

The Membership Team 
 

PFLAG Salem 
As a member of Salem PFLAG (Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays) for the 

past 10 years, I’ve had the unique opportunity to attend several conferences, workshops, and trainings 
to become informed of the many issues surrounding the gay, lesbian, bi-sexual, and transgender citi-
zens in our state and country. Imagine my surprise and dismay to learn that GLBT folks have been le-
gally discriminated against in housing, jobs, and services, and have been denied over a thousand rights 
afforded to me by my government, simply because I’m straight and married to a man. 

As a PFLAG member and veteran educator, I have joined forces with another mom, Diane 
Wolter, to provide nearly 25 Safe Schools inservices to middle and high school staff, addressing the 
issues of GLBT and questioning youth in our schools. Diane and I were trained by and use materials 
from GLSEN (Gay, Lesbian, Straight Education Network),              (Continued on Page 2) 
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 Written Offerings 
—from Rev. Craig Moro 

 

I thought I’d better check in at UUCS on December 30 to see how things were going before 
coming on board this month during Rick’s sabbatical leave. Just check in, then check out and get back 
home to continue my own day off from the pulpit of the church I usually serve in eastern Washington. In 
and out. 

I wasn’t expecting to be drawn into the deep waters I was called to enter during that powerful 
lay-led service. The speaker spoke from the heart about his experience with alcoholism, both his own 
and his mother’s. Adding -ism to the word alcohol makes it sound like a religion, and the speaker de-
scribed an essentially religious condition that could only be changed through religious means: an open-
ing of the heart; an acknowledgment of truth; a willingness to experience something bigger than 
oneself; and gratitude. A religion of arrogance and despair engaged by a religion of humility and hope, 
one side rising, then the other, like tides in a great bottle with a certain calm horizon no farther away 
than a promise made (but no closer than its keeping.) 

I found myself drifting into a memory of the alcoholic in my own childhood home, of being awak-
ened from sleep one school night by a call from the police telling us that our car had been totaled but 
the driver wasn’t hurt. The driver was driven home, and wouldn’t let me sleep for the rest of that night 
when everyone else had gone on back to bed. “Tell me to live.” That’s what the driver pleaded, begged, 
and, yes, demanded of me. Those weren’t the exact words, but that’s what they boiled down to. “Tell 
me to live.” So over and over that’s what I did. It wasn’t fair or proper to ask this of a child, but I know 
now as an adult that I did the best I could. 

And sitting there in church on the last Sunday of the year I realized something else that I hadn’t 
grasped before. This is a big part of what a minister does. She or he answers a community’s spoken or 
unspoken call: “Tell us to live. And make it convincing.” Most religious leaders do their best to call peo-
ple to become alive, really alive, convincingly alive; and to carry that life onward into the world. A very 
few do the opposite and, yes, they get most of the press when they call people to make targets, prison-
ers, and victims of each other. They preach a religion that’s more like alcoholism than not—more arro-
gance and despair than humility and hope. We must promise something better, and keep the promise, 
too. 

All of this came to me in that lovely lay-led service. I thought I’d just check in and out. I came out 
with more than I brought in. And I’m very grateful. 

In fellowship, 

Craig  

PFLAG (continued from page 1) 

a dynamic organization of educators across the nation. Members of Salem PFLAG have also had the 
opportunity to testify before legislative committees, organize Gay-Straight Alliance clubs in Salem-
Keizer high and middle schools, and generally support the GLBT community in a wide variety of ways. 

While progress is being made in the fight for equal rights for all Oregonians, there’s still a great 
deal of work to be done. Recently, the Oregon legislature passed laws to add non-discrimination lan-
guage to existing language in our Constitution to include our gay and lesbian friends, and to allow civil 
unions between same sex partners. However, the latter law has been set aside by a Federal judge who, 
from pressure by out-of-Oregon factions, questioned the process by which petition signatures (on peti-
tions to call for a state-wide vote on civil unions) were dismissed. Many same-sex couples who had 
hoped to join together in civil unions were left stranded. 

Issues surrounding the many transgender individuals residing in Oregon also need to be ad-
dressed. Few people are even aware these folks exist, and many Oregonians most certainly are not 
aware of the unique circumstances confronted by transgender people on a day-to-day basis. 

PFLAG Salem meets every third Monday of each month from September through May at the 
First Congregational Church, from 7:00 - 8:30. Anyone interested in supporting the GLBT community in 
any way is welcome to attend. For more information, contact Gloria Holland.    
         Gloria Holland 
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The Canvass is Coming! The Canvass is Coming! 
One of the rites of early spring is our annual canvass—or if you like to use more syllables, our 

Stewardship Campaign! This is when we ask all of us to make a pledge of financial support to the Uni-
tarian Universalist Congregation of Salem for the church year July 2008 to June 2009. It’s necessary; 
UUCS can’t make commitments to us, our staff, and our programs and activities without first the com-
mitments from us individually. Yes, it is necessary, but it’s also a wonderful opportunity for each of us to 
confirm our support to our Congregation and to each other—to say “I believe in our common search for 
truth and meaning through UUCS, and want to join my friends in keeping the organization healthy and 
its staff productive.” Of course you can rewrite this affirmation for yourself, but the point is to join and 
wholeheartedly support our common endeavor. 

Between now and February 23, there will be more newsletter articles, stewardship moments in 
our Sunday services, and a letter or two about the canvass and its context. 

On the evening of Saturday, February 23—now hold onto your seats, folks!—you are invited to 
a gala celebration dinner and dance.  

There will be music by a live band, presentations about UUCS, its past, present, and future (no, 
Charles Dickens didn’t write the script for this one), a mouth-watering dinner served to you at table, 
wine and other beverages, and an opportunity to sign your pledge card right then. It doesn’t get any bet-
ter than this! 

The rest of the canvass will take place over the following two weeks, February 24 to March 9. 
Our canvassers will contact those who have not already signed pledge cards; if you don’t like this part 
of it, you have an incentive to sign your pledge card on February 23 instead; such a deal! 

Open your mind and heart to the messages we will be presenting to you in the next several 
weeks. If you don’t pay attention, this may look like the same old same old. But if you look, you will real-
ize your opportunities for joyous reaffirmation of our common purpose and the thrill of wholehearted 
participation in a community you are proud to support! 

Diana Bodtker, Canvass Director 2008
 

SCUUPS Meeting  
The January SCUUPS (Salem Coven of 

UU Pagans) meeting will be a drum-
ming/potluck experience. We want to drum 
out the winter doldrums and drum in some 
excitement to begin the new year. We will 
meet January 26 at 6 p.m. at a lovely home 
in west Salem. Call for directions. Bring a 
drum if you have one and something to share 
with the group. 
 

Circle Suppers?!?! 
Saturday, February 2 is the date for the 

next Circle Supper. These are smallish gath-
erings, held at members’ homes, where peo-
ple can share fellowship and food. This is 
how they work: people sign up as guests or 
hosts, coordinators divide the people into ap-
propriate-sized groups, then hosts call and 
arrange what guests should bring. Hosts tra-
ditionally provide a sitting room, dining area, 
and beverages, while guests bring food. As a 
new addition to the past procedure, we would 

like to encourage hosts to invite someone 
they would like to get to know better, and 
have them sign up as your guest (this can be 
noted on the sign-up sheet). 

These occasions have been sporadic of 
late, due to the ridiculously busy schedule of 
one coordinator. Now Lois Nodland has vol-
unteered to be the new co-coordinator. 

Sign up sheets will be available in Han-
neman Hall after services until January 27, or 
you can call one of the coordinators: 

Lois Nodland 

John Gorman 
 

Speaker Talent Sought 
It’s icy winter but your Sunday Services 

Team wants your thoughts on speakers and 
these for late spring and summer Sunday ser-
vices when Rev. Davis is away. Lee Coyne is 
the talent scout, joined by Jeff Geissler and 
Rev. Rick. We invite your input.  
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Shared Ministry Input 
What is your view for the shared ministry 

of this congregation? 

The idea that the ministry emanates from 
among all members of the congregation, not 
just from Rick, might be new to you, but it is 
part of who we are as a congregation. 

Come and tell us what are we doing right 
or where there is room for growth. Or more to 
the point, in what direction would you envi-
sion us, as a congregation, going with our 
shared ministry? 

The members of the Committee On Min-
istry, Harriet Trill, John Roy Wilson, Diana 
Bodtker, and Hudson Schweickert, will be in 
Hanneman Hall after the service on January 
27 to hear your suggestions, thoughts and 
ideas. 

 

Reader’s Forum  
The Great Turning: From Empire to Earth 

Community by David Korten 

David Korten was one of the most popu-
lar speakers at last summer’s General As-
sembly in Portland. His latest book, The 
Great Turning, argues that we are at the end 
of 5,000 years of what he calls “Empire”: a 
system that creates fortune for the few and 
misery for the many through hierarchies of 
domination grounded in violent chauvinisms 
of race, gender, religion, nationality, lan-
guage, and class. In Korten’s view, the way of 
Empire destroys children, family, community, 
and nature, and is leading to environmental 
and social collapse.  

In The Great Turning, Korten argues that 
humans are a choice-making species that 
faces both the opportunity and the imperative 
to choose our future as a conscious collective 
act. We can no longer deny the need nor de-
lay our response. A terminal crisis is fast ap-
proaching. A convergence of climate change, 
peak oil, and the financial instability inherent 
in an unbalanced global trading system will 
lead to collapse that restructures every as-
pect of modern life. 

Korten contends that we cannot avoid 
this unraveling. We do, however have an epic 
opportunity to bring forth a new era of Earth 
Community grounded in the life-affirming cul-

tural values shared by most all the world’s 
people and eloquently articulated in the Earth 
Charter. 

Join us for a discussion and critique of 
Korten’s ideas and our collective future.  

Sunday mornings before church, 9:15 to 
10:15. 

 

January 13 pp. 3-40 

January 20 pp. 41-90 

January 27 pp. 93-156 

February 3 pp. 159-200 

February 10 pp. 201-250 

February 17 pp. 253-312 

February 24 pp. 315-360 

If you have questions, please contact 
Don Wolf 

 

2009 AGM Planning 
Sunday, January 20, is the next meeting 

date for those interested in helping plan for 
next year’s Pacific Northwest District Annual 
General Meeting, which will be in Salem to-
ward the end of February 2009. The Annual 
General Meeting will draw attendees from UU 
organizations in Oregon, Washington, Alaska 
and parts of Idaho. 

The planning meeting will be held after 
the service in the Minister’s office. We will be 
considering a theme for the 2009 meeting 
(probably making use some way that “Salem” 
is derived from ancient words for “peace”) 
and also discussing various ways to promote 
the 2009 meeting during the 2008 AGM 
meeting in Tacoma. People are needed to 
attend the Tacoma meeting to observe how it 
works and to issue an invitation to attendees 
there to come to Salem next year. 

Suggestions are welcome from the entire 
congregation on a prominent and appropriate 
keynote speaker, as well as on the 2009 
theme. 

For more information while Rick is on 
sabbatical this month, please contact Phil 
Cogswell. 
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Social Action Team Thanks 

To UUCS members and friends: 

Many thanks for your donations to the 
November Winter Clothing Drive. Your gen-
erous presents for the Christmas Gift Tree 
brightened the lives of many needy people in 
our community. 

With appreciation 
Dick Boyle, Social Action Team 

 

The next Social Action Team meeting will 
be on Monday, January 14. Note that the 
team is now meeting on the second Monday 
of the month. 
 

News of the UUCS Community 
So many of us had looked forward to 

congratulating or otherwise celebrating les-
bian, gay, bi-sexual, transgendered UUCS 
members’ and friends’ finally attaining legal 
status as domestic partners…and then…yet 
another barrier! 

Gail McDougle, senior pastor of Salem’s 
First Congregational Church, said it for us, 
“We cannot be defeated.” The law is a matter 
of justice, and its light cannot be extin-
guished. 

Two new lives: Stephanie Jernsted and 
Don Wolf have a new grandson, born to 
Stephanie’s daughter Jodi and her husband 
Duncan Sutton in Washington, D.C.! Stepha-
nie spent a week there welcoming Mason 
Alexander Sutton, born December 6. 

Alan and Gloria Holland welcomed 
Emily Rose, born on December 29 in Keizer 
to daughter Kristina Wood and her husband 
Tim! 

Condolences to Christine Bennett and 
Danielle Curylo at the recent death of Chris-
tine’s aunt. 

Condolences to Kay and Phil Cogswell 
at the death of Kay’s uncle. 

Congratulations to Shareef Noor, senior 
at West Salem High School, at his early ad-
mission to both University of Portland and 
Oregon State University! 

John Thomas Maluski continues his 
Monday through Friday, 8:45 a.m. tai chi 
practice, inviting all comers to join him at 

McRae Park, which is located at Chemeketa 
and 21st streets, two blocks from our old 
church. 

 When the directory was last published, 
John Thomas and family were living in the 
home of Pam and Craig Moro and the Moros’ 
phone was listed. This is creating a minor 
problem when folks want to reach John Tho-
mas’ family; a new phone number has been 
provided. Please make the change in your 
directory, and also add John Thomas’ e-mail. 

Donna Canning makes her annual 
“snowbird” flight this week, to her warm and 
comfortable home in Lake Chapala, Mexico, 
which she shares with her daughter Terri. 
2007 was a year of tumult for Donna, with 
breast cancer diagnosis, surgery, radiation, 
and now a clean bill of health! 

For Stella Jean Hill the past year has 
posed multiple health challenges, not the 
least of which is decreased mobility and in-
creased dependence on the goodness of 
others for help. She states the issues phi-
losophically: “I see an interesting similarity 
between the experience of a teenager and 
that of an older person; both are confronted 
on a daily basis with the insecurity of not 
knowing what your body will do!” Stella Jean 
does welcome your calls and visits. 

Molly and Bill O’Dea note the speed at 
which 2007 passed, incorporating the mile-
stones of both having turned sixty and having 
been together for over half of their respective 
lives. During the year Molly overcame the ef-
fects of major surgery for the removal of her 
esophagus and is now three years cancer-
free! Their joy is centered upon observing the 
growth and development of their 17-month-
old grandson, Carter, son of daughter Rachel 
and her husband John Howard. Bill provides 
day care once each week while Molly works 
outside the home, and Carter remains over-
night while Rachel sleeps following her ex-
tended day shift as a nurse at Salem 
Hospital. Molly writes, “Carter has us com-
pletely enthralled, truly our hearts’ delight!” 

Here were two, separate retrospectives 
on the year just ended. Will you share yours? 
Please send them and other observations, 
joys or concerns to share in this medium of 
our caring for one another. 

Joan Erickson 
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File Duplication Help Needed 

Church volunteer Lee Coyne recently 
uncovered some parasites on his computer 
and needs help on making a backup files be-
fore rebooting. Please call Lee at if you can 
assist. 

 

UU Corvallis Job Openings 
The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of 

Corvallis, Oregon is looking for an Office Ad-
ministrator. This is a full time position with 
benefits. Good communication, computer, 
and people skills are necessary. Interested 
persons should email molk@uucorvallis.org 
by January 25 to request an information 
packet.  

The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of 
Corvallis, Oregon is looking for a Community 
Coordinator to assist in welcoming and in-
forming members about church programs. 17 
hrs/wk. This person must be able to work 
most Sundays. 

Interested persons should email 
molk@uucorvallis.org by January 25 to re-
quest an information packet. 

 

Community Event 

Progressive Film Series 
The Salem Progressive Film Series 

(www.salemprogressivefilms.net)  is proud to 
present the fifth monthly film and discussion 
event of the 07/08 season featuring Big 
Bucks, Big Pharma at Salem’s Grand Theater 
(at Court and High streets) on Thursday, 
January 10 at 7:00 p.m. 

This film pulls back the curtain on the 
multi-billion dollar pharmaceutical industry to 
expose the insidious ways that illness is 
used, manipulated, and in some instances 
created, for capital gain.  

Please join us for this community-
building event! 

Doors open at 6:15. Admission is $3.00 
for adults and $2.00 for students. If you have 
questions, call Don Fries, a co-producer of 
this series. 

Thanks, 
Don Fries, UU Member  

 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

SUNDAY SERVICE AND CHURCH SCHOOL 

10:30 a.m. (Child Care Available) 

 
Sunday, January 13  “Doodle-Deedle, Up and Down”  Reverend Craig Moro 

 
One of the most comical scenes in the Bible is found in the book of Exodus, and occurs as the people are 
moving from one stop on their way to another.  Cecil B. DeMille never filmed it, but let’s not miss it our-
selves!  The goofy things that happen in transition can bring insight to guide us on our way—and shed some 
light on who we are. 
 

Sunday, January 20  The Face of Poverty    Reverend Connie Yost 

 

Martin Luther King Jr. is remembered primarily as an inspirational leader of the Civil Rights Movement. But 
he understood that true equality would never be achieved unless there was equal access to quality education, 
employment, health care, and a fair minimum wage. In the months preceding his assassination, he was orga-
nizing a march on Washington, DC called the Poor People’s Campaign. He called it “the beginning of a new 
co-operation, understanding, and a determination by poor people of all colors and backgrounds to assert and 
win their right to a decent life and respect for their culture and dignity.” Forty years later, we look at the face 
of poverty today, and how our UU values call us to action. 
 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem 
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   UUCS Calendar 
Wednesday, January 9  Spiritual Companioning Class, 7 - 9 p.m. 

UU Meditation (Compassionate Mind UU Sangha), 
7 p.m. (every Wednesday) 

Thursday, January 10  Board Meeting, 7 p.m. (All are welcome) 
Friday, January 11  YRUU Sleepover, 7 p.m. 

  Sunday, January 13  Readers’ Forum, 9:15 a.m. (every Sunday) 
      Covenanting Congregations, after the service 
      Green Sanctuary, after the service 

Team Council, after the service 
    Young Adults, 5 p.m. 
Monday, January 14  Social Action Team, 7 p.m. 

ARMS Methamphetamine Presentation, 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, January 16   Thinking on Paper, 1:30 p.m. 

UU Meditation, 7 p.m.  
Chat & Craft, 7 p.m. (1st & 3rd Wednesdays)  

Thursday, January 17  Dances of Universal Peace, 7 p.m. 
Sunday, January 20  Readers’ Forum, 9:15 a.m. 
    AGM Planning, after the service 
    Elder Fest, Noon, after the service 
    NEXT Newsletter Deadline, 11:30 a.m. 
Monday, January 21  Poetic Journey, 3 p.m. 
Wednesday, January 23   UU Meditation, 7 p.m. 

Thinking on Paper, 1:30 p.m. 
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