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2007 Pledge Campaign: Back to the Basics

You will notice some changes in our 2007-08
pledge campaign. This year we are returning to the
! personal canvass as the heart and soul of the effort.
" # $ % 1 Your Canvass Steering Committee, with the dedicated
& . O~ * help of 35 canvassers, plans to canvass approximately
& . D . half of our congregation’s households person to person.
_ / To make the canvassing effort manageable, another
quarter will receive pledge cards in the mail. Still oth-
ers, who have demonstrated unusually strong leader-
ship and financial commitment, will be asked to make
% 2 their pledges in advance of the pledge drive. Each
member and friend will receive a letter explaining how
they will be canvassed.

On Inspiration Sunday, February 25, we will announce the results of the early pledge drive.
We have a very special service planned. Kate Lore, our intern minister from last summer, will
launch our pledge campaign. Along with her sermon, there will be music designed especially for
the occasion. Following the service, you are all invited to a dessert extravaganza in the Fellowship
Hall. In the following two weeks, February 25 through March 10, our canvass teams will reach out
to most members, asking them to make their financial commitment for the coming year.

The members of the Canvass Steering Committee are working diligently to make the pledge
campaign a success and to assure that our congregation remains a strong voice for free religious
expression. Our congregation needs our members’ generous giving to maintain the quality of the
religious experience we expect and to provide succor to those in need in the broader community.
We call upon you to give generously as a spiritual undertaking enriching both our congregational
and individual lives.

Please join me in thanking our talented and dedicated Committee members — Jo Bateman,
Rev. Rick Davis, Jeff Geissler, Kelli McKnight, Paul Rice, and George Struble.

Kay Cogswell,
Canvass Steering Committee

This issue was edited by Elsa Struble. NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: 11:30 a.m., February 4, 2007. Send news
to put it in workroom newsletter “mailbox,”” or mail it (marked ““newsletter”) to church.



Reverential Ramblings

On Saturday, January 13, | was the first person to arrive for a morning meeting. | stopped
the car and got out to unlock the gate. Fortunately, | stopped next to the mailbox. Had | driven fur-
ther up, as | usually do, all of my tires would soon have been flat. | spied about 20 to 30 tire spikes
— all carefully placed where an entering car would pass over them. | was taken aback by this sight
— someone clearly had a malicious intent. I'm always shocked when | am personally reminded that
we do live in a world in which there are those who harbor ill will and seek to cause harm.

We may never know who did this or what the motivation was. Perhaps there was none,
and it was “motiveless malignity.” (S. T. Coleridge’s phrase describing lago’s evil actions in Shake-
speare’s Othello). Perhaps someone is angry at us or feels hatred toward Unitarian Universalists
because of our progressive social views or free thinking theological approach. Who knows?

What is a good response to this?

There is a temptation to get angry, but what good does that do? It causes no harm to the
perpetrator (not a thing to be desired, anyway), but only to the one who harbors the anger. Anger
and other destructive emotions cause us physiological, psychological and spiritual damage. The
good news is that a person can choose not to nurture or cling to such emotions.

So, should we just forget this ugly little incident and hope it doesn’t happen again? Denial
isn’t a good option either, so | haven't buried this — | called the Marion Country Sheriff's Depart-
ment to make a report, | informed our board leaders, | contacted a reporter from the Statesman
Journal who wrote about it, | consented to do an interview with a TV news reporter, and | will bring
it to the attention of a City Steering Committee on which | serve that monitors hate and bias crimes
in our community.

This might seem like an overreaction to a small incident, but | have gotten the word out as
much as possible to make everyone aware and let it be known that any bias crime (if this was one)
is not acceptable in our community. This is why we reached out to Temple Beth Sholom when a
swastika was painted on their synagogue a few years ago, and to the Dasmesh Darbar Sikh Tem-
ple when arson occurred on their property last fall. Whenever the noxious weed of religious intol-
erance springs up it must be immediately uprooted, lest through denial or neglect it take root and
grow. The threat of acts of religious intolerance, especially against American Muslims, is all too
real. We must be prepared to respond collectively and decisively should this occur.

As | think about the person(s) who made and laid out the tire spikes | feel a sense of com-
passion and concern for them. Their spirit has been punctured by some sharp, angry, hateful emo-
tions. My hope is that they will not remain flattened by the mindset of anger and/or intolerance.
Then, too, may we remember that we have probably done something — wittingly or unwittingly —
where we punctured some else’s happiness along the road of life and, therefore, let us maintain a
spirit of humility and forgiveness.

This incident has reminded me of a quote from Clovis Chappell that guides me in my minis-
try. “No person has a right so to preach as to send hearers away on flat tires. A discouraged per-
son is not an asset but a liability.” I'll try my best not to flatten any tires. And you?

Love, Rick

Lunch & Discussion with Rick

The next Friday Brown Bag Lunch discussion with our minister, Rick, is on February 2 at the noon
hour in his office. Our topic of discussion will be “My Greatest Inspiration” — come share your
stories about one person who has inspired you. It could be someone you knew personally or indi-
rectly, such as a historical figure.



LIFESPAN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS
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111 Lise is at Meadville-Lombard School of Theology in Chicago for the month of January
Associate Director of Religious Education: & 5 -

Religious Education Team Co-chairs: , D 5 - ,& <



Teachers and Kids

Teacher Appreciation: We will be hon-
oring outgoing and incoming teachers at the
start of the service on February 4th. If you
taught in the fall/winter session or will be
teaching in the spring, please plan to be there
SO you can be recognized. We truly value
what you do for our kids!

Teachers still needed: Our new RE
session starts on February 4th and runs
through June 3rd. Because of OWL (Our
Whole Lives) class start/end dates, each non-
OWL class has a slightly different schedule.
We need volunteers for the following (non-
OWL) positions and dates:

- TWO Preschool teachers for 11 or 12 Sun-
days from 2/4-6/3

- THREE Kindergarten/1st Grade teachers for
9 Sundays from 2/18-6/3

- ONE 2nd/3rd Grade teacher for 11 or 12
Sundays from 2/4-6/3

- TWO 4th/5th/6th Grade teachers for 8 Sun-
days from 3/18-6/3

- TWO 7th/8th/9th Grade teachers for 10 or
11 Sundays from 2/18-6/3

Most of these commitments would require
teaching about 2 Sundays per month. Please
consider volunteering and making our chil-
dren’s religious education experience a good
one. A teacher training session will be held
on Thursday, February 1, 6:30-9:00 p.m.
Sign-up in the Fellowship Hall after the ser-
vice or contact Christine Deblock at 503-364-
9336.

RE Strategic Planning Meeting: At the
December 9th meeting, facilitated by the
PNWD’s Tandi Rogers, we agreed that a
healthy congregation has a lot of children —
and integrates them into the whole life of the
congregation. We will be looking for ways to
make this happen over the coming year and
beyond.

from Christine Deblock

Treasurer’s Corner

We are halfway through our fiscal year
and pledge receipts are in line with what
would be expected by this time. Thank you
for staying current on your pledges. Ex-

penses are below what was budgeted. Sub-
ject to something unexpected (which we can
almost always expect), we should stay within
the budget. The numerical Treasurer’'s Report
is posted on the bulletin board.

We will be offering automatic bank with-
drawals as an option for paying your pledge.
This does require a form from your banking
institution, but we would be glad to assist you
in the process if this is of interest to you.

You will be receiving your annual pledge
statement this month for tax purposes. Con-
fusion can arise as the tax year is January 1
to December 31, but the church fiscal year is
July 1 to June 30. Your statement will show
money from “last year” and that is the period
January 1, 2006 to June 30, 2006. For “this
year” it is the period July 1, 2006 to Decem-
ber 31, 2006. What your statement shows is
all the money received as a pledge or dona-
tion during the calendar year 1/1/06 to
12/31/06. Please direct any questions you
have on this to Rose at the office.

We strive to be 100% accurate, but we
are human. If an error has been made, this is
your chance to be elevated to a higher plane.
As you know, “to err is human, but to forgive
divine.”

Paul Rice

Not Just Another Plant Sale!!

Every year the Grounds Committee
holds a plant sale. We meet our neighbors,
get in touch with the plants in our yard, and
make some money. We compete with every
other organization and some neighbors,
some who do it better. This year we are
planning something better — well, different.

Let's have a mid-summer garden party!
Let's wait until most of the garden sales are
over. On June 9, let's invite our friends and
neighbors in for brunch, garden starts and
crafts, garden books and used garden
equipment; let's ask the experts to come in
and speak on some of the neat stuff we can
grow and add to our gardens. All that, and
brunch too!

We'll need a cook who knows how to
cook for a crowd, people willing to staff a cou-
ple of craft tables, people to register guests,
and people to host the speakers and make



sure they have what they need. We'll need
someone to engineer the setup so we can get
it all in, and we will need ticket sellers. If you
would like to work on this project -- and there
are jobs enough so everyone can participate -
- please call Barb Fisk or Sharon Dearman.

Marvelous Mondays

The Team Council voted last Sunday to
discontinue the regular team meeting night
known as "Marvelous Monday." Instead,
each team will select the meeting time most
convenient for its members, as several teams
have already been doing.

from Mike Berger

PNWD Meeting

Delegates to the annual District meeting
in Boise February 16-18 will be Ellen and
Chuck Howard, Roger Gillette, and Phil
Carver, and, of course, the Rev. Rick Davis.
Anyone can attend: see Chuck Howard's ar-
ticle in the January 10 newsletter.

Addiction Recovery Ministry

This group, a follow-up to Rick’s Decem-
ber 3 sermon, plans to meet first and third
Monday evenings. Contact John Roy Wilson,
for information.

Alliance Meeting

Women's Alliance will meet Thursday,
February 1, at 7:00 p.m. at the church. Have
you been thinking about attending Women's
Alliance but just haven't commenced yet?
Don't miss out any longer, but start this new
year with this group. We welcome you to our
meeting on February 1, when Rhea Devery
will be our speaker. We specialize in fun and
fellowship while we provide support for the
church financially and answer calls in service
areas.

Marge French

Path to Membership

Are you interested in becoming a mem-
ber of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation

of Salem? If you are, or are simply curious
about membership, we welcome you to a
“Path to Membership” class to be held imme-
diately following the Sunday Service on Feb-
ruary 4. Reverend Rick Davis will lead a
discussion on “The Seven Steps to Meaning-
ful Membership” with participation from sev-
eral congregational representatives. The
session will be held in the Minister's Office
and will be followed by a light luncheon.
Child Care is planned.

The Membership Team

2007 Directory

Members and friends of UUCS should
check their directory entries (especially the
phone numbers and email addresses); sam-
ple pages are on the table in the Fellowship
Hall. Gil Nicholson-Nelson will again be tak-
ing pictures after the service January 28:
people who weren’t pictured in the last direc-
tory should get in line, as should family
groups, since the children look different now!

Women’s Retreat

The Women's Retreat will be held March
16-18 at the Cedars. Registration forms will
be available next Sunday, January 28th. If
you are interested in helping to plan the
event, please contact Christine Deblock.

Board Meeting Highlights

The Board of Directors met January 11,
2007, the December meeting having been
cancelled due to inclement weather. Mem-
bers present were Chair Diana Nicholson-
Nelson, Vice Chair Leah Knudsen, Secretary
Phil Cogswell, Treasurer Paul Rice, Pastor
Rick Davis-ex officio, and members Lois Nod-
land, Vicki Cunningham, Elsa Struble, Don
Fries, Dennis Ehrp, and Lori Jenkins. Rev.
Craig Moro also attended, as a guest.

Outreach to Salem’s Islamic Commu-
nity: Noting a recent newspaper report that a
local Islamic group has had trouble finding a
place other than an apartment in which to
worship, Rick suggested that there may be an



opportunity to initiate a conversation between
the Islamic group and UUCS.

Rev. Craig Moro, minister of the Tri-
Cities, WA, UU congregation, told the board
that his congregation has had a productive
experience with an interfaith group that in-
cluded members of the local Mosque.

The board consensus was that a small
group would meet and continue exploring the
subject.

Piano repairs: Rick proposed allocating
a recent contribution to replacing the ham-
mers on the sanctuary piano. Tuners and
congregation pianists have recommended the
work. The contribution of $1,000 was for a
recent memorial service, with the donor ask-
ing that the money be used where needed.
The board approved a motion to allocate the
donation to repairing the piano.

Member certification: Treasurer Paul
Rice reported that he expected that between
202 and 210 people would be certified to the
UUA as members as of February 1. Last
year, 246 people were certified as members.
For purposes of certification as members un-
der the bylaws, congregants need to have
signed the book and, within the last twelve
months, made a financial pledge and an iden-
tifiable financial contribution. The certification
is the basis for the annual assessment from
UUA.

Capital Fund payment: Paul also re-
ported that an additional $1,800 designated
for the capital fund has been received. (The
former capital fund has been closed, with its
balance used to pay down the mortgage, and
monthly mortgage payments now come from
the operating fund.) On his recommendation,
the board approved a motion allocating the
earmarked money to paying down the mort-
gage.

Nominating Committee vacancy: The
board confirmed an earlier e-mail vote ap-
pointing Petra Berger to the Nominating
Committee to fill the vacancy created by Ellen
Howard’s resignation from the committee.

Office computer: The board approved
spending $1,490 on a new, more capable of-
fice computer and $150 for a portable hard
drive for off-site data storage.

Investment Management Committee:
On the recommendation of Finance Team
Chair George Struble, the board appointed
the following members to the Investment
Management Committee:

Michael Eichman: chair, 2-year term (ex-
piring June 2008).

Janet Neuberg: 1 year term (expiring
June 2007).

Noah Seitz: 3-year term (expiring June
2009).

Operations Team Chair: Diana reported
that Tom Lancefield has submitted his resig-
nation as Operations Team Chair effective
March 1, 2007. She reported that she hoped
to have two co-chairs for the team and had
discussed with Paul Parmley that he be one
of the co-chairs. Paul subsequently agreed
to be co-chair.

Board members expressed gratitude to
Tom for his hard work and many years of ser-
vice as Operations Team chair.

The next board meeting will be at 7 p.m.,
Thursday, February 9. Congregation mem-
bers are welcome.

Respectfully submitted,
Phil Cogswell, Secretary

UUCS Community News

Barbara Hanneman writes, “As most of
you know, my daughter, Laurie Speight, died
on December 13 from her incurable disease,
diagnosed almost three years ago — ALS
(Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis, sometimes
called Lou Gehrig's Disease). The memorial
service was held in our church on December
19, with over 350 people attending.

“To say that the whole month has been
hectic would be an understatement. It is for
that reason that | am using the newsletter to
make a general thank you to all of my dear
friends in the church who have been so inter-
ested in Laurie’s illness from the beginning.
She deeply appreciated the numerous cards,
notes and good wishes. They cheered her,
and it pleased her when | told her that the
most frequent thing people said about her
was that she was an inspiration to them. She
was an inspiration to her family, too.”
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Our intern minister, Kate Lore, was wel-
comed recently into Preliminary Fellowship of
the UU Ministry when she passed her oral
interview with the Ministerial Fellowship
Committee of the UUA. Kate still needs to
finish her internship before she can become
ordained, however, so she will be back with
us next summer. Kate's ordination is planned
for October 28, 2007, at the First Unitarian
Church of Portland, and all UUCS members
and friends are welcome to attend. In the
meantime, she continues her work as the Di-
rector of Social Justice at the Portland church
and meets with Rick on occasion. On Febru-
ary 25, she will be delivering the Celebration
Sunday sermon at UUCS and hopes to see
you then.

Our most venerable member, Betty
Reese, will celebrate her 95" birthday on
February 1! She always welcomes visits or
cards from UUCS friends.

Ellen Howard returned last Sunday from
spending two weeks as a faculty member in
Writing for Children and Young Adults at
Vermont College in Montpelier. While there
she worked with students, gave a lecture (on
punctuation), and participated in workshops.
She then traveled to Seattle for the American
Library Association meeting, where she and

other writers were honored at a function
sponsored by her publisher, Holiday House.

Congratulations to UUCS member April
Waters, whose recent paintings will be
shown at the Bush Barn Art Center beginning
this weekend. The show is sponsored by the
Salem Art Association!

Rhea Devery was scheduled to have
heart surgery at Salem Hospital January 23.
to correct atrial fibrillation, an arrhythmia
which short-circuits normal heart contrac-
tions. Other UUCS members have had this
condition, described in the January 10 news-
letter by Chuck Howard, who recently had the
identical surgery, in which the entire AV node
is ablated and a pacemaker is implanted in
the heart.

Also scheduled for surgery January 23
was Jane Fields, who planned to drive her-
self to OHSU in Portland for glaucoma sur-
gery. We hope to see both patients in church
very soon.

Sharing and caring for one another is an
essential element in our community. Please
send your news for inclusion in this column.

Joan Erickson
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SUNDAY SERVICE AND CHURCH SCHOOL
10:30 a.m. (Child Care Available)

January 28 As Japan Sees the USA: Cross Cultural Forum Sunday Service Team
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