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Inspiration Sunday coming up; don’t miss it!
Reverential Ramblings 2 P _ y_ _ gup
.. . A service that definitely belongs on your “do not
Religious Education News _ 3 miss” list is coming up Sunday, February 25 — “Inspiration
Readers Forum, Yard Work, Alliance, Sunday.” You'll find it very special in many ways.
Women’s Retreat 4 To begin with, Kate Lore, our intern minister from
Social Concerns, Concert, Updates, last summer, will be back. She and Rev. Rick Davis will
Editors’ email, Board Meeting 5 speak to the theme of “Pass It On” — the need and reason
Events elsewhere 6 for generous giving during the coming 2007-2008 member
S topi . canvass.
ermon fopics We will also welcome 13 new members from our
Calendar 8 winter classes. The Greenleaf-Seitz piano/cello duo will

play beautiful music for us, and the choir has a musical
surprise in mind. To top it all off, Jo Bateman and her crew will serve a decadently rich dessert along
with coffee in the Fellowship Hall after the service.

How can you pass up both inspiration and decadence?

This is our “kick-off” event for the 2007-2008 Annual Pledge Campaign. Early approaches to our
most generous supporters and to members who have volunteered to be canvassers are yielding posi-
tive results, which will also be announced Sunday. We are finding that most are maintaining and many
even increasing their pledge from the current year, including what they added for the Struble challenge.
But because a few members are not able to sustain that level of commitment, it is vital for all who are
able to increase theirs.

Inspiration Sunday is a good time to recognize and celebrate a progression path that practically
all of our congregation leaders have gone along. When we first became UU members — here or in other
cities — we weren't quite sure of our place. We were often young, struggling families, with many de-
mands both on our time and our finances.

Gradually, our UU church took a more central role in our lives, and we accepted responsibilities
for carrying out some pieces of the church’s overall program. We found good friends and a supportive
community within the church, and became part of that supportive community for others.

At the same time, our finances improved, and we recognized the more central role of the church
in our lives by raising our financial contributions. It felt right, and it was necessary, too. In time, the
older stalwarts of any age move on, and the church needs a new generation of leaders.

Perhaps it's time this Inspiration Sunday to re-evaluate your place on this path. Is our church
community one of the central forces in your life? And has your own financial contribution kept pace with
that? We hope you will take time to re-evaluate and join us in financially strengthening our UU Congre-
gation‘s mission and programs.

Kay Cogswell, for the 2007-08 Canvass Steering Committee



Reverential Ramblings

On certain grim days the world around me seems to have a quality reminiscent of that gar-
ish scene in the classic movie “It's a Wonderful Life.” It's that scene where the despairing charac-
ter played by Jimmy Stewart gets his wish never to have been born fulfilled, and he sees how the
world looks minus his existence. He sees a community full of vice, cruelty and despair, and the
people he loves are suffering as a consequence. He is shocked to realize how much positive im-
pact his life actually has had, and he realizes the value of his life, and he wants it back.

As | drive around town and see the profusion of predatory pay day lenders charging the
poor such obscene rates of interest, homeless adults begging on street corners, and downtown
youth wandering around in gangs while on the radio | hear about overcrowded classrooms and
emergency rooms (where the uninsured must go for health care), under funded services to the
poor and mentally ill and over funding to the military industrial and prison industrial complexes, and
| see evidence of our decaying infrastructure, | sense the absence of enough people who really do
want to make a positive difference and find a way to make it.

Certainly, there is also evidence of caring and concern in our community — if only it were
more widespread.

Yet | do wonder — not wish — what would this area be like if our religious community had
never existed? Although it's hard even to fathom such a dreadful thing, | know many important and
vital qualities would be missing. Our religious community is a blessing in the world, and if we were
granted some vision of how things would be had we never existed, we would be surprised to see
how much would be lacking, and we’d be saying, “Let’s have it back.”

The blessings of our community flow outward in two basic ways — through our individual
lives and through our collective impact. As individuals we are touched and transformed by our
contact with our religious community and hence we are inspired to bless those around us, and col-
lectively we act in ways that makes a positive difference — more than any one of us can imagine.

The only reason our congregation exists is because over the past fifty eight years members
and friends have cared enough to commit their time, energy and their money to keep the flame of
liberal religion burning. Today, it burns brighter here than ever before. Today, it is our turn to keep
this flame alive so that its light can shine into our lives, the life of our community, and so that it can
be passed on to future generations.

This year my family will be pledging $5,000.00 (slightly less than a 10% tithe, but slightly
more than last year’s pledge) to support the life and ministry of UUCS. (Donations to other nonprof-
its will complete the tithe). It feels right to do this because we know how blessed we are by the
unimaginable commitment and generosity of those who came before us, and we feel a responsibil-
ity to make a positive difference through liberal giving.

Thanks are due to the many of you reading this column who also give — in so many ways -
and enrich the common good. Rest assured, each individual gift makes more difference than you
might ever realize,

Love, Rick

Announcement: The next Friday Brown Bag Lunch discussion with our minister, Rick, is on
March 2 at the noon hour in his office. Our topic of discussion will be “Prospects for World
Peace” — come share your thoughts about the war, culture clashes, religious strife and prospects
for moving beyond these.

Announcement: Join our minister, Rick, on Thursday evening, March 15, at 6:00 p.m. for a Pot-
luck Dinner and a discussion on possible changes to the Unitarian Universalist Principles and Pur-
poses. The UUA’'s Commission on Appraisal has sent all congregations materials which should
make for an enlivening discussion.
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Lise’s Letter

Sunday was my “morning off” from religious education and I spent it in the sanctuary with the adults. On
reflection, it really wasn’t a morning off from religious education, as most everything we do in our congregational
life informs and helps us to hone our beliefs. Listening to our guest speaker, Sheryl Dash, | had the wonderful
opportunity to practice our third and fourth principles: acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual
growth in our congregations, and a free and responsible search for truth and meaning, while reflecting on my
own beliefs and how they meshed or differed from Sheryl’s.

Sheryl presented her view of African American spirituality, and what she shared was her own personal
belief in the enduring love of God, and the privilege of having Jesus Christ as her savior. She believes that every-
thing she does, and all she is comes from these beliefs and God’s work through her. Her sermon was filled with
her love of God, Jesus Christ and reliance and trust on powers outside of herself. As theologically independent
UUs, | suspect some of us may have had difficulty with her perspective, but there was also much in what she said
that | believe we share.

Our Universalist ancestors have always believed in the loving kindness of God, rejecting the eternal pun-
ishment others claimed was God’s response to humankind’s poor choices and mistakes. Today we invoke eternal
love to find peaceful and caring resolutions to human errors. Our Unitarian forbearers also believed that Jesus
was a savior, but one of flesh and blood only, who led by example of good works, encouraging others to do the
same. Sheryl often referred to John 3:16—For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 1 submit that we also have the examples of the
Buddha, Gandhi, Martin Luther King, Mother Teresa and Marcella Walker McGee (to name a few) who encour-
aged us to transform our world, providing future life and hope for those who come after us. As for reliance on
sources outside of ourselves, don’t we believe in principle seven, respect for the interdependent web of existence
of which we are a part? In my personal theology, God is a verb—the creative interchange that happens between
people, and in response to the world around us. Without that interchange the world is a less rich and promising
place. Does it really matter if the positive interdependent exchange comes from one particular belief? | don’t
think so, and as UUs we believe there are many truths. | thank Sheryl for sharing hers with me.

Religious Education Dates To Note

Adult Thurs. Feb. 22 — Feldenkreis course continues through April 5 (except the 3" Thurs.). Call Mark Babson
for more info.

Child/Youth Sun. Feb. 25 — For Inspiration Sunday, RE classes focus on how to be good stewards to our congre-
gation and community.

Child Sundays — Choir practice 12-12:30.

Youth Mon. Feb. 26 — High school youth group 7-9 PM, come prepared with draft contributions for the youth
service on March 11. We meet every Monday. For info. call advisor Todd Logan or Ben Nicholson-Nelson.
Women Thurs. Mar. 1 — Women'’s retreat registration and fee due. Please consider adding an extra $10-20 to the
original $100 fee to help cover the cost of our newly acquired women’s spirituality facilitator.

Youth/Adult Wed. Mar. 7 — 7-9 PM, Intro. to meditation, contact Rev. Rick for more info.

All Sun. Mar. 11 — Youth service!

Director of Religious Education: Lise Adams Sherry
Office Hours: Mon. 2:00-6:00 PM, Wed. 9:30-1:30 PM
503/364-0932

Associate Director of Religious Education: Mark Babson



Readers Forum

Last Sunday the Reader’'s Forum began
discussing a new book, The Engaged Spiri-
tual Life: A Buddhist Approach to Transform-
ing Ourselves and the World, by activist,
organizer, writer, and teacher Donald
Rothberg. Rothberg is one of the most
prominent teachers and writers on socially
engaged Buddhism in the U.S. He believes
that the time is ripe for a new synthesis of
spiritual practice and social justice move-
ments. Inner spiritual work is needed to bring
out the best in us and service of others sig-
nals that we have taken seriously our obliga-
tions to the larger society and ecosystem.

The two paths of inner work and service
of others "deeply need each other," he writes.
"And our times desperately call for both spiri-
tual and social commitments. Without spiritual
development, well-meaning attempts to change
the world will probably unconsciously replicate
the very problems that we are solving. . . . We
also run the risk of not having the kind of re-
sources of wisdom, compassion, equanimity,
and perseverance necessary to respond to
the great needs of the times without being
quickly burned out by anger and frustration.
Outer transformation thus entails inner trans-
formation."

The Engaged Spiritual Life is the fruit of
his work as an activist, organizer, writer, and
teacher. In each of the ten chapters Rothberg
identifies a guiding principle, linked with spe-
cific practices, for connecting the spiritual and
the social. The practices are applied to three
domains, namely the individual, the relational,
and the collective.

Schedule of Topics

Feb. 18: Introduction and Chapter One: Es-
tablishing the Conditions for Safety Near and
Far: Ethical Practice (pp. 1-34)

Feb. 25: Chapter Two: Mindfulness in Action
and Chapter Three: Clarifying and Setting
Intentions (pp. 35-72)

March 4: Chapter Four: Opening to Suffering,
Opening to Compassion and Chapter Five:
By Taking Care of Myself, | Take Care of the
World

March 11: Chapter Six: Not Knowing but
Keeping Going and Chapter Seven: Interde-
pendence

March 18: Chapter Eight: Transforming Anger
and Chapter Nine: Acting with Equanimity

March 25: Spring Break

April 1 (no fooling!): Chapter Ten: Committed
Action, Non-Attachment to Outcome and
Conclusion: Finding Our Individual Directions,
Discerning Our Next Steps

Don Wolf

Is Your Yard a Mess?

The Youth Group will be doing yard work
and odd jobs for donations.

Donated funds will go towards the edu-
cation of a student in Africa who needs
money to complete High School.

Youth are available for jobs on weekends
starting February 24™. For additional infor-
mation, or to schedule a time, contact Ben
Nicholson-Nelson.

Women’s Alliance

Barbara Fisk will be the speaker at the
Women’'s Alliance meeting on Thursday,
March 1, at 7:00 p.m. in Hanneman Fellow-
ship Hall. All church women are invited to
come for an enjoyable gathering with friends.
Following Barbara’s talk and a break for re-
freshments, you can hear about our current
activities and service projects benefiting the
church.

Women’s Retreat

Registration forms for the March 16-18
Women's Retreat at The Cedars near Oregon
City are on the credenza in the fellowship
hall. Please return them to Lise Sherry with
payment in full ($100) by March 1. Space is
limited! The good news at press time is that
we are 90% sure that we will have a previ-
ously unplanned guest facilitator who has a
Ph.D. in Women’s Spirituality. This means
we will need to be a little creative about pay-
ing her — finding some more money in the RE
budget perhaps asking for another $10-20
per person (or more volunteered from those



with liberal finances), having a bake sale — all
are possibilities. In any case, we are looking
forward to this time of renewal and commu-
nity sharing.

Social Concerns

Rachel Corrie was a young woman who
lost her life standing in front of a Palestinian
house as Israeli heavy equipment moved in
to demolish it. A remembrance of Rachel and
a report, illustrated with slides, on Josh
Hough's recent stay in Palestine will take
place in Hanneman Fellowship Hall Sunday,
March 4, from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.

You are invited to this event, sponsored
by the Salem Palestine Solidarity Group and
the UUCS Social Action Team. Light re-
freshments will be provided and donations
accepted for Josh’s return to Palestine.

from Loraine Stuart

Chamber Music Concert

Mark your calendar! Great Music for a
Great Cause. On Sunday, March 11 at 3:00
p-m. our congregation is sponsoring our Sec-
ond Annual Chamber Music Concert to sup-
port the musical educations of gifted youth
from financially challenged families. Our own
Loraine Stuart will play Chopin,and Noah
Seitz and Sara Greenleaf Seitz will play
Brahms. You can also hear the Oregon Trio,
play Ravel and the Waller String Quartet,
Schubert. The Women’s Alliance will host a
reception and the winner of the Classical Mu-
sic Trivia Quiz will take home a special CD.
Suggested donation: $10.00.

Soup Kitchen Update

The January 7th soup kitchen was a
huge success. When | arrived with the soup,
the tables were set, bread was being but-
tered, and volunteers were waiting to be as-
signed jobs! 24 hungry people braved the
wind and rain to come and eat a warm meal.
The volunteers were Michael Fifer, Allana
McDonald, Jeff Mina, Edgar Quintero, Kira
Stanley, Lois Stanley, Paige Stanley, Sandy
Thiele-Cirka and Stan Wood. What an eager
crew!

Fourteen churches are involved in the
soup kitchen rotation. In 2006, a total of
2,370 meals were served to hungry people at
Jason Lee Methodist Church. Thank you for
your support of this worthy cause!

Shelley Kennen, Soup Kitchen Coordinator

Spam and Editors Email Box

Your editors are having trouble with re-
trieving items from editors@uusalem.org.
Lois’s computer won't accept the messages
at all and Elsa’s “squirrel mail” accepts too
many—hundreds every week. So please use
just:

loisnod@comcast.net AND
gstruble @willamette.edu.
The next newsletter deadline is March 4.
Elsa Struble

Salem Interfaith Hospitality

We had a surprise hosting, a week early,
with our guests moving out on January 21.
Four adults and their seven children were all
grateful for our help. Becky Hickox took over
both dinner and evening host duties on our
icy Tuesday evening and John Roy Wilson
stayed that night. Dani Adams stayed two
nights and Rosa Barton did lots of calling; we
both filled in the missing overnight and break-
fast spots. Thanks so much to our many
wonderful volunteers.

Loraine Stuart

Seeking Speakers

The Sunday Services Team would like to
hear from people who have stories to tell of
showing resilience and overcoming major
setbacks in life. We are thinking of Sundays
when our minister is away, such as during his
planned January 2008 sabbatical. Suppor-
tive help and guidance await potential speak-
ers! Call Lee Coyne, evenings.

Board Meeting Highlights

The Board of Directors met February 8,
2007. Members present were Chair Diana
Nicholson-Nelson, Vice Chair Leah Knudsen,



Secretary Phil Cogswell, Treasurer Paul Rice,
past-Chair David Boaz, Rev. Rick Davis-ex
officio, and members Lois Nodland, Vicki
Cunningham, Elsa Struble, and Don Fries.
Also present were Director of Religious Edu-
cation Lise Adams Sherry and Jane Manning.

Endowment: Jane Manning, chair of the
Endowment Committee (other members be-
ing David Boaz and Chuck Howard) pre-
sented the recommendations of the
committee and Finance Team Chair George
Struble. They include commencement of a
campaign later this year toward building up a
significant endowment fund through bequests
and contributions. The endowment fund could
provide additional income to the church from
investments and also serve as a disaster
fund. Recommendations also included restric-
tions on use of the Fund’s principal.

On the committee’s recommendation, the
board passed a motion approving moving
forward with an endowment fund campaign.
Board members also thanked the committee
for its work on behalf of the long-term inter-
ests of the congregation.

Minister’s report: Rick proposed that
the proceeds from this year's Chamber Music
Benefit Concert (3 p.m. Sunday, March 11)
be donated to the Music Education Assis-
tance Project administered by the American
Federation of Musicians to help pay for music
lessons for talented, financially disadvan-
taged youths. Last year the donation went
directly to the Salem-Keizer School District’s
music program. He said the Assistance Pro-
ject it is specifically set up to help the young
people the concert is intended to benefit.
Board members supported the proposal, and
it was determined that no formal action was
needed to change recipients of the donation.

Rick also raised the question of estab-
lishing a quiet room in which parents of in-
fants could watch the service on a TV
monitor. It was agreed that Diana would con-
sult with appropriate teams and with Lise to
explore the idea.

Rick also reported that he planned to
take a month’s sabbatical next January.

DRE report: Lise expressed her thanks
to Associate Director of Religious Education
Mark Babson and the Religious Education
Team for filling in for her while she was away

in January pursuing studies toward the minis-
try. She also reported that the RE team was
moving toward renaming two RE rooms for
people of color connected to the UU move-
ment.

Piano repairs: The board reaffirmed an
E-mail vote completed on Feb. 4 authorizing
acceptance of a contribution offered by
Loraine Stuart to cover additional costs of
fully refurbishing the sanctuary piano. After
work was commenced to replace hammers
on the piano, additional repairs were recom-
mended at an estimated total cost of up to
$6,000. Board members thanked Loraine for
the generous contribution.

Operations Team: The board approved
a motion adopting the recommendation of the
Nominating Committee for Operations Team
leaders: Paul Parmley, co-chair; Tom Lance-
field, co-chair (through June); and Jeff
Geissler, lawn maintenance coordinator
March through October 2007.

YRUU fundraising: The board approved
a fundraising proposal by the Young Reli-
gious UUs to hold a bake sale after the Youth
Service and do yard work for donations to-
ward their social action project of assisting a
student in Africa.

The next board meeting will be at 7 p.m.,
Thursday, March 8. Congregation members
are welcome.

Respectfully submitted,
Phil Cogswell, secretary

UU EVENTS ELSEWHERE
(Also check the hall bulletin board.)

For Young Adults

Tandi Rogers Koerger, who facilitated
the RE Strategic Planning Meeting here last
December calls our attention to two events of
interest to 18 to 35-year-olds. There will be
Groundwork Anti-Oppression Training at
University Unitarian Church in Seattle March
2-4.

Registration:
http://www.pnwd.org/pdfs/Y Agroundwork.pdf.

Goals include educating ourselves and
our community about oppression and develo-
ing multi- racial, anti- racist and anti-
oppressive leadership. (also see next paragraph)



Spring Young Adult Con(ference) will
be held March 30-April 1 at Camp Huston in
Gold Bar, WA. See hall bulletin board/ con-
sult youth advisors or RE staff. Register at
www.pnwd.org/pdfs/YAcon_sprO7.pdf.

JustWorks Camp, Clinton, OK

On March 18-24, the UU Service Com-
mittee JustWorks Camp will be in Clinton,
OK. See the last newsletter. Go to
www.uusc.org for application forms.

Eliot Institute, PNWD Tradition

What if there was a summer camp where
children gathered under a tree to hear volun-
teers read aloud? Where live music around a
campfire was a nightly activity? Where the
afternoon choices included the beach, games
and art for all ages, or simply relaxing in the
sun? Where the children were engaged in fun
morning programs while the adults discussed
the speaker's themes?

Well... there is!
Visit Eliotinstitute.org or call 206-374-2497 to

learn more about these UU camps on Hood
Canal (WA) and Lake Okanagan (BC)

UU Cherry Blossoms

The Cedar Lane UU Church of Be-
thesda, MD, is hosting a B & B weekend
April 13-15 during the Cherry Blossom Festi-
val in Washington DC. Included: reserved
seats at the parade, local transportation/tour,
and UU home stays. mnowinski@aacte.org.

UU Niagara Experience

If you have ever wanted to visit Niagara
Falls or if it is already one of your favorite
places, this is a chance to experience the
wonder of Niagara Falls, including some
great educational opportunities, while in the
company of UUs from around the country.
The UU Church of Niagara is conducting a
four day UU Niagara Experience July 15-18,
2007. This is a chance to encounter the Falls
up close from every perspective, even safely
riding beneath a tethered balloon. Spend four
days with us exploring the rich history and
natural wonders around the Falls. For infor-
mation visit our web site :

http://www.uunex.net/
Email : info@uunex.net
Telephone : (716) 791-4453
Peter Diachun, Event Chairman

SUNDAY SERVICE AND CHURCH SCHOOL
10:30 a.m. (Child Care Available)

February 25

""Pass It On"

Kate Lore, Intern Minister
The Reverend Richard Davis

Have you ever benefited from a random act of kindness or generosity? These simple ges-

tures can have a profound impact on us, especially when we make the commitment to "pass it on.”
In this way, kindness and generosity become acts of resistance in a world that exalts individualism
and greed.

We welcome Kate back to the pulpit on Inspiration Sunday. Plan to stay for dessert!
March 4

“Five Prayers to OK” The Reverend Richard R. Davis

What exactly is prayer, anyway? Is it simply begging God to intervene, a “Deus Ex Ma-
china,” a Supernatural Superman who swoops down from the heavens to rescue those who plead for
help? Or is there more to it? Perhaps so. Perhaps it’s something you do without knowing that it
fits the category of prayer.
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UUCS Calendar

Wednesday, Feb. 21

Thursday, Feb. 22
Sunday, Feb. 25

Monday, Feb 26
i\ Thursday, March 1
- Friday, March 2
F' Saturday, March 3
Sunday, March 4
Thursday, March 8
Sunday, March 11

Meditation, 7:00 p.m. (every Wednesday)
Chat ‘n’ Craft, 7:00 p.m. (1st & 3rd Wed.)
Adult RE Class, Feldenkrais, 7:00 p.m.
Readers’ Forum, 9:15 a.m. (every Sunday)
Inspiration Sunday: service & dessert
YRUU Meeting, 7 - 9 p.m. (every Monday)
Women’s Alliance, 7:00 p.m.

Brown Bag lunch/discussion, noon
Lifelines Lay Ministry, 9:30 a.m.

Palestine program, 3:00 p.m. (see page 4)
Board Meeting, 7:00 p.m.

Chamber Music Benefit Concert

This issue was edited by Elsa Struble. NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: 11:30 a.m., March 4, 2007. Send news to
loisnod@comcast.net AND gstruble@willamette.edu, put it in workroom newsletter “mailbox,” or mail it (marked
“newsletter”) to church.



