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The Canvass is nearing its end! 
THANK YOU to all of you who have already 

made your pledges to our church for the fiscal year that 
begins July 1.  Our total is over $205,000, with an in-
crease of over $13,000 over the pledges from the same 
people in the current year.   

At this rate, we will be able to fund our current 
level of activity with an inflation adjustment, and will 
also be able to make some headway on the Board’s 

priority list.  You recall that that list included a significant raise for the minister, increase in paid 
hours for the RE staff, some exciting initiatives of the performance team, more support for other 
teams, and ensuring that our other staff are also appropriately compensated.   

The pledges yet to come will determine how much we are able to accomplish on the priority 
list.  So if you haven’t yet made your pledge, please do, and feel good about doing your part for the 
success of our UU community.  If you have a pledge card handy, you can mail it to the church.  Or 
you can phone Diana Bodtker or George Struble.  We are trying to finish the canvass by the end of 
this week. 

Our thanks to all those who made our Gala Celebration February 23 such a great party!  
Much of the work was done by Pam Williams and Jim and Claudia Koch.  They were ably assisted 
by many of you; THANK YOU ALL! 

      The Canvass Team 
 

What the UUA Says about Same Sex Marriage 
In the “game show” held at the canvass dinner February 23, controversy arose regarding the 

date the UUA General Assembly first endorsed same sex marriage. A clarification of this UU his-
tory is excerpted from an article on the UUA website: http://www.uuworld.org/1999/0399feat3.html 

“UU support for gay and lesbian marriages is nothing new. In 1984, long before gay marriage had 
come to the fore as a political issue, the UUA General Assembly went on record supporting the right of 
UU ministers to perform gay unions. 

(continued on page 4) 
 
 
This issue was edited by Kathleen Ehli. NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: 11:30 a.m. Sunday, March 16. Send news 
to editors@uusalem.org (or to Lois Nodland AND Kathleen Ehli — please put “UUCS” in the subject line), put it in 
workroom newsletter “mailbox,” or mail it (marked “newsletter”) to church. 
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Reverential Ramblings  
 
 

A few months ago I attended a meeting at a downtown church to learn how churches and con-
gregations can reach out to their surrounding communities. After settling in I realized that I had stum-
bled into a meeting of “Church Women United,” a national ecumenical group of Christian women who 
meet to discuss prayer, bible study, advocacy and action. Now I am neither a woman, nor would I call 
myself a Christian (at least as that religious label is commonly understood)*, and heads turned as this 
male heretic entered their holy sanctum. I felt out of place because of my gender and theology, but 
these good women were most welcoming, and the program was most worthwhile. 

The speaker at the meeting was Sam Skillern of the Salem Leadership Foundation. Sam was 
promoting a program called “Churches As Neighbors,” aka “CAN.” He noted the most effective ways for 
religious communities to forge a strong and meaningful relationship with the surrounding community 
was to reach out and support the nearest elementary school – by mentoring and tutoring students and 
also supporting them in other ways. Several congregations in Salem do so, and I believe we are also 
called to get to know our young neighbors in this way. 

Why? Because after this meeting I paid a visit to the elementary school nearest our congrega-
tion – Auburn Elementary – and had a good chat with their Principal, Vice Principal and the School 
Counselor. They were thrilled at the prospect of establishing a relationship with us. During our chat I 
learned that 90% of the students at Auburn, many of whom are Hispanic, receive free or partially subsi-
dized lunches. In other words, they live in or near what our government designates as a condition of 
poverty.   

The material aspects of poverty are visible, but it is the invisible psychological and spiritual as-
pects that are truly the most devastating. Then, too, poverty limits children’s options in life – studies 
show that the number one predictor of academic achievement for children is the economic status of the 
family into which they were born. The deck is stacked against so many children simply because they 
come from families who cannot earn a decent living wage. The injustice of economic inequality betrays 
the American dream of ours being a land of equal opportunity. By working with some of these students 
– tutoring, mentoring, befriending them, I believe we can help them discover their own true worth and 
potential.  

Recently I spoke about this in a sermon on poverty and a meeting was held after the service to 
see if any members were interested in forging such a relationship with Auburn Elementary. Several 
members and friends signed up to help and others told me afterward that they would like to play some 
role in building this new relationship. I hope quite a few of us will be willing to join in this opportunity to 
touch and transform young lives. It will take more than a small handful of volunteers to make such a 
program work. 

Right at this moment, as you are reading these words, please take a moment to ponder deeply 
upon this opportunity to bless a young life.  Does your heart say, “Yes?”  If so, please leave a message 
on my voice mail indicating your interest. Also, there will be opportunities for you to sign up after the 
next two Sunday services. If enough of us show interest, then I will contact the principal of Auburn and 
arrange a time for us all to meet and begin building this relationship. 

(I am writing this column from my hotel room at the Annual General Meeting of the Pacific 
Northwest District of the Unitarian Universalist Association in Tacoma, WA. Our theme for this gathering 
is “Blessing the World.” Forging a friendship with our young neighbors at Auburn Elementary School 
can be a true blessing.)  

 
Love, Rick 

 
* Many Unitarian Universalists are deeply inspired by the life and teachings of Jesus and do call them-
selves Christian UUs.   
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(continued from page 1) 
Same Sex Marriage  
In 1996, the GA, meeting in Indianapolis, ap-
proved a resolution advocating legal recogni-
tion of same-sex marriages. During the 
proceedings, UUA President the Rev. John 
Buehrens invited gay and lesbian married 
couples to come up on stage; they received a 
five-minute standing ovation.” 

Eric Schuman 

 

Join the Fellowship Team! 
Remember the all-church picnic last 

June at River Front Park? The Welcome 
Back Luncheon in September? How about 
the Elder Fest Birthday events, the building’s 
10th Anniversary celebration, the 90th birth-
day party for Jane and Roger, the Vegan Pot 
Lucks? Did you attend these and enjoy the 
fun and fellowship? If so, please read further. 
These events were all planned, organized 
and brought to you by the Fellowship Team. 
We are a fun yet hard working group but we 
need some new members to help us carry on. 
If you find yourself twiddling your thumbs or 
“playing solitaire till dawn with a deck of 51” 
give Lydia Gutierrez, chairperson, a call and 
volunteer to join us. 
 

Sandra Meredith 
 

SIHN Thanks 
A full contingent of UUCS volunteers 

provided companionship, food, and support 
to coordinators Loraine Stuart and Rosa Bar-
ton during last week’s stay of several families 
in the Salem Interfaith Hospitality Network at 
our church. These included John Thomas 
Maluski, Joan and Jim Stembridge, Elsa and 
George Struble, Don Fries, Treva, David and 
Barbara Stebbins-Boaz, Dani Adams, Sandy 
and Kevin, Samantha, Janice Carrier, Helen 
Trotter, Barbara Joque, Jill Baker, Cheryl 
Randall, Mary Edith Gilbertson, Jackie Kli-
mowiz, Janet Stevens and daughters, Ellen 
and Chuck Howard, Royanne Janus and Don 
Cleveland, Colleen and Dominick Spedale, 
Lois and Stan Wood, Leah and Sophia Knud-
sen, Dana, Paul, and Dakota Parmley, Mary 
Murphy, Diana Bodtker, Allana McDonald, 

Sandra Meredith, Kelly Noor, John Gorman, 
Erin Zysett, and Joan and Ken Erickson. 

Where there used to be just a “handful” 
of stalwarts, the good news of volunteering in 
this worthy project has turned it into a “must 
do!” If you’ve not stepped up, next time is the 
perfect time to do so! 

Joan Erikson 
 

Coffee Team Captain Needed 
Sandra Meredith is turning in her resig-

nation as captain of the Sunday Coffee 
Teams as of August 2008. She will get volun-
teers to make coffee throughout the summer 
and then she is off duty. So if you enjoy the 
after church coffee/tea social hour please 
consider taking your turn in volunteering to 
serve coffee or, better yet, take over as Cap-
tain of the Coffee Team. Sandra has done it 
for 3 years and wants all to know that her hair 
was white BEFORE she started this job.  

 

Volunteer for the Soup Kitchen 
The Soup Kitchen needs volunteers for 

the April 6 date. We need servers and soup 
makers. Please contact John Maluski. 

 

Spiritual Practices for a UU Lent 
 

March 12, March 26 7-9 p.m. 

Come explore new connections with 
Spirit and each other as we learn new ways 
to deepen our connection to what we hold as 
holy. Please note the change in dates from 
what was previously published. For more in-
formation, contact the Rev. Connie Yost. 
(More info can be found in the February 6 newsletter.)  

 

In-House Presenters 
I am delighted to report that the Sunday 

Services Committee is lining up lots of willing 
UUCS members and friends as summertime 
speakers. They include: Margo Eliescu, An-
gela Herrera, Craig Moro, Beth Myers-
Shenai, Tim Patterson, Sue Scott, Kate 
Walker, and Connie Yost. Stay tuned for 
more details. 

Lee Coyne (for the committee) 
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Dirty Dishes 

It’s not at all energy efficient to run the 
dishwasher for one or two loads, BUT please 
rinse used dishes and put them in the dish-
washer racks so they’re ready next time 
dishwasher is run.    

 

News of the Community 
The opportunities afforded same sex 

couples in Oregon under the new Domestic 
Partnership law provoke a range of emotion 
and opinion from UUCS members. Several 
same-sex couples shared the following with 
us: 

Eric Schuman writes that he and Lorn 
Folsom “re-tied the knot” on February 8 at 
the Marion County Courthouse. “Our relation-
ship began in 1982, and we were married in 
Portland, along with many other Oregonians, 
in March, 2004; the Court annulled those 
marriages. It’s really hard to keep up with our 
many anniversaries! We are glad that Oregon 
has once again issued legal sanction to our 
relationship but it certainly makes no differ-
ence in our commitment to one another. 

“What had begun as a political statement 
(the right thing to do) became intensely per-
sonal, and its meaning suddenly evolved in 
unforeseen directions. Would we be more 
nurturing of a 21-year relationship now that 
we had legal sanction? I hoped so. 

“Lorn still says he’s glad we got married. 
I understand there are 1000 financial advan-
tages in the tax code for married couples that 
unmarried partners are denied. Before our 
wedding, it was those advantages I would 
have pointed to, but now I’m not so sure.” 

Heather Burns writes of the differences 
between partner Colleen Henery’s and her 
views (of the domestic partnership law): “I am 
not at all that happy about it. I am not satis-
fied in the least by having a few of the bene-
fits of marriage bestowed upon me. It sort of 
feels like getting some crumbs while others 
enjoy a feast. Colleen likes the fact that this 
one small step has given legitimacy to our 
relationship in the eyes of others. It also al-
lows our children to tell their friends that their 

parents are legally registered as domestic 
partners. She says it felt good to go to the 
courthouse and register; it conferred a degree 
of public formality to our relationship.” 

Gary Klein and Mac McCall exchanged 
their vows before an audience of 160 at 
UUCS seven years ago. Gary writes, “al-
though the law is clearly an advance over 
what Oregonians had before, it still treats 
same sex couples as lesser than married 
couples. That stems from Federal laws, IRS 
tax code, and folks who just do not want to 
publicly admit that they despise all same sex 
couples just on principle. I work for Willamette 
University, a gay-positive employer for over a 
dozen years. Mack’s employer has not yet 
extended any employee benefits to its em-
ployees who are registered as domestic part-
ners. We personally would prefer the option 
of being treated by all government agencies 
like married, hetero couples are treated: with 
civility, respect, and equal treatment under 
every law of this nation.” 

The recent annual fundraiser for the Sa-
lem Art Association included works of four 
UUCS artist members: Kristen Lassen Hunt, 
Ann Kresge, Janet Neuburg, and April Wa-
ters, all of whom also have works on display 
at church. 

Sara Tarr, who last year moved to New 
York, has had to endure two traumatic 
events: the death of her father, and her own 
diagnosis of breast cancer.  

Congratulations to Andrea and Harvey 
Kramer who welcomed a new grandchild, 
Isaac Benjamin, born in Philadelphia to their 
son and daughter-in-law, Ari and Kelly 
Kramer! 

Congratulations also to YRUU Advisor 
Erin Zysett, who was recently named coordi-
nator of Salem’s Multicultural Center, sponsor 
of the popular World Beat Festival. UUCS 
member Mako Hayashi-Mayfield serves on 
the Board of Directors of the Center.  

Former member Becky Hickox writes 
from Bountiful, Utah where she’s enjoying the 
beautiful Wasatch Mountains and lots of 
snow. She’s attending First Unitarian in Salt 
Lake City, which she first joined in 1971, and 
where her chalice and calligraphy name tag 
from UUCS causes comment and admiration. 
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She invites friends to use her guest room 
when in the region. 

In preparation for next year’s Oregon 150 
event, Lee Coyne has met with Salem city 
officials about doing more youth programs to 
promote this. The planning group is seeking 
to work with local high school principals to 
have student writers interview older Orego-
nians for their oral histories. Coyne based this 
idea on his launching an immigrant memories 
journal in 1986 to mark the Statue of Liberty’s 
centennial. This would be a sequel. 

YRUUs have meeting and project plans 
underway for spring, beginning with a beach 
cleanup (including middle school students) on 
March 29. They are always open to new 
members and encourage any of high school 
age to join. Contact Lise Sherry. 

“Blessing the World” is the theme for the 
PNWD Annual General Meeting held last 
weekend in Tacoma. Highlight was the key-
note speech by the President of Starr King 
School of Divinity in Berkeley, California. 
UUCS was represented by our Board Chair 
Diana Nicholson-Nelson, Pastor Rick 
Davis, Janet Stevens, Phil Carver, Lise 
Adams-Sherry, and Joan and Ken Erick-
son. Next year is our turn! UUCS will be the 
host congregation for the February 20-22 
AGM! Think how you would best like to con-
tribute to this sizable undertaking. 

Caring and sharing is what makes a 
spiritual community such as ours very spe-
cial. Please send your news. Joan Erickson 

 

 Farm Worker Ministry 
Oregon Farm Worker Ministry will meet 

at the UUCS Fellowship Hall on Saturday, 
March 15 at 9:30 am.  

John Maluski 
 

 
WhaleCoast Alaska – 2008 

Five Alaskan UU fellowships invite you to 
experience our eco-cultural program this July 
in our 12th year! See REAL Alaska, with UU 
homestays in Anchorage, Fairbanks, Seward, 
Juneau, and Sitka. UUs host events and lead 
tours. We visit Tlingit and Inupiat Native Alas-
kans, see lots of wildlife like bears, moose, 
caribou, whales, sea otters and bald eagles 
and visit Denali and other National Parks.  
Dave Frey, a 27-year Alaska resident, leads 
the programs.  Visit our website, 
www.wuurld.org or phone 907-322-4966 for a 
brochure. Reservation deadline March 15. 

 

Landscape Work Party 

The first landscape committee work party 
of 2008 will be held on Saturday, March 15.  
Bring trowels, weed pullers, pruning scissors 
and gloves.  We will start at 9:00 a.m. and 
should finish before noon.  Hope you can join 
us.  For more information, please call Sharon 
Dearman. 
 
A New Name  
 
Our performing arts team wanted a name that 
would be easier to communicate, generate 
more excitement, and be consistent with our 
values.  We announced a contest to the con-
gregation and received over 25 entries.  After 
much deliberation, the team chose a winner 
and a runner up; these were announced at 
the Canvas Kickoff Dinner on Feb. 23rd as 
part of the team’s "UU Universal Quiz Show.” 
 
The runner up was "The StUUdio," submitted 
by David Cozart, and the winning entry was 
"The Chalice Circle Players", submitted by 
Anonymous.  

Dennis Ehrp 
 
 
Connecting Compassionately 

An Introduction to Nonviolent Commu-
nication will be held at Westminster Presbyte-
rian Church on Saturday, April 5, 2008, 9:30 
a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Doors Open: 9:00 a.m. Sand-
wich lunch provided. $40 Scholarships are 
available. 
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Nonviolent Communication skills help 
improve relationships and resolve interper-
sonal conflicts. The process is useful at 
home, community, work and school: wher-
ever and whenever people communicate. For 
more information, visit this website: 
http://www.cnvc.org/ 

The workshop will offer participants an 
overview of Nonviolent Communication and 
interactive learning opportunities for practic-
ing the process. Questions? e-mail 

westpres@hotmail.com Telephone: 503-364-
3327 

 
ARMS  

Members of the Addiction Recovery 
Ministry Support (ARMS) group are always 
available to provide assistance to UUCS 
members struggling with addiction.  They can 
be reached through the “warm” line at 503-
485-6233, which is monitored daily. 

 

 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

SUNDAY SERVICE AND CHURCH SCHOOL 

10:30 a.m. (Child Care Available) 

 

Sunday, March 9  “Fascist Use of Religion in America”            The Rev. Richard R. Davis 

Frankly, I don’t lose a lot of sleep worrying about any kind of fascist takeover in our country. Yet, it may be 
more of a threat than most of us realize. A highly respected theologian in our movement warned against this 
threat before his death.  (TURN YOUR CLOCK AHEAD.  It’s OK to wear pajamas!) 

 

Sunday, March 16  “The Devil Made Me Do It”                         The Rev. Richard R. Davis 

 

Whenever I have done something that meets with scorn and disapproval I have been known to say “the devil 
made me do it.”  Sad to say, this rarely gets me off the hook.  We may not actually believe that there is such 
a malignant, trans-psychic entity at loose in the cosmos called Satan or the Devil, but human history and cur-
rent events abound with examples of demonic and destructive forces at work.  What is this all about? 
 
Sunday, March 23   “Good News John”                  

 

A play for an intergenerational Easter Service 
Of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem 

Concept by Rev. Rick Davis 
Adaptation and Script by Phil Cogswell 

Directed by Cherie Ulmer 
Production by the Chalice Circle Players 

 
Our wonderful Performing Arts Team, now named the Chalice Circle Players, is here once again to delight, 
entertain and edify.  Also, special music and a Child Dedication Ceremony.  (Contact Rick or Lise about the 
latter.) 
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   UUCS Calendar 
Wednesday, March 5  UU Meditation, 7 p.m. (every Wednesday) 
      (Compassionate Mind UU Sangha), 

Chat & Craft, 7 p.m. (1st & 3rd Wednesdays)  
Fellowship Team Meeting, 7 p.m. 

Thursday, March 6  Women’s Alliance,  7 p.m.  Speaker: Catherine Carlson 
Saturday, March 8  YRUU Sleepover, 7 p.m. 

  Sunday, March 9  Readers’ Forum, 9:15 a.m. DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME 
Young Adults, 5 p.m. 

  Monday, March 10   ARMS Support Group, 6:30 p.m. 
      Social Action Team, 7 p.m. 

Wednesday, March 12   Spiritual Practices for a UU Lent, 7 p.m. 
UU Meditation, 7 p.m.  

  Thursday, March 13  Board Meeting, 7 p.m. (All are welcome) 
Friday-Sunday, March 14-16 Women’s Retreat 
Saturday, March 15  Landscape Work Party, 9 a.m. 
Sunday, March 16  Readers’ Forum, 9:15 a.m. 
    NEXT Newsletter Deadline, 11:30 a.m. 

Young Adults, 5 p.m. 
Monday, March 17  Poetic Journey, 3 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 19   UU Meditation, 7 p.m. 

Chat & Craft, 7 p.m. 
(also see the RE calendar on page3) 
 

 

Non-Profit Org. 
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Stebbins at Asilomar 2008 
“Making the World a BETTER Place” 

Join other UUs and friends at the Asilomar Conference Center for four days of workshops to 
allow you to play, create, learn and grow. We will also build community through our daily in-
gatherings with our Chaplain, Starr King student Lynn Kelly. Mark your calendar and be a part Au-
gust 10-15.  See the flyer on the hall bulletin board and find out more at 
http://www.serve.com/stebbins 

 
Sunday, March 30   “Salvation Revisited”             The Rev. Richard R. Davis 
 
Salvation is too big a theological concern to cede to those with too small an understanding of it. How can our 
liberal faith be said to “save?”   

 
 

 


