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Its not too late — but call Bonnie Heitsch
Celebration Sunday 1 BEFORE Thursday at 6 p.m. to reserve your tickets
Reverential Ramblings 2 for the scrumptious meal and entertainment on Sat-
In Search of a Vision 3-4 urday March 11 at 6:00 at the Fellowship Hall. All
. proceeds to be used to provide flood relief to our
Appreciation 4 partner church in Simenfalva.
Life Changes Workshop & Other
Events 5-6
Cello Repair 5 Celebration Sunday
Simenfalva 6 For those of you who were able to attend
UUCS Community News 7 Celebration Sunday, THANK YOU!! We had 102
Calendar 7 individuals and/or families fill out the Estimate of Giv-
Sermon topics 8 ing_cards. _ 50% of_these members INCREASED
their financial commitment when compared to last
year. Those who filled out Estimate of Giving cards

have committed $153,384.00.

For any member who didn't attend the service or luncheon, there's still time for you to
make a financial commitment to the church that shares your liberal values. A letter will be sent
to members unable to come to Celebration Sunday, complete with an Estimate of Giving card.
You may contact Jeff Geissler.

Celebration Sunday is quite an undertaking and involves a lot of people. The chairper-
son, Jeff Geissler, wishes to thank the following for their labor and support: Paul & Danna Parm-
ley, CM Hall, Phil Smith, Paul & Bette Rice, Dani Adams, Bruce & Kristen Hunt, Linda & Logan
Geissler, Zachary, Gordana, & Slavka Gulaboff-Davis, and Kennen Sherry. A special thank you
goes to the leaders within our church for their tireless phone calls, the Reverend Rick Davis and
George Struble for their guidance, to our Celebration Sunday presenter, and the Reverend
Dana Waoarsnop, for her words of inspiration, and to Brian Kato-Dilks, for the delicious luncheon.

Respectfully submitted, Jeff Geissler

This issue was edited by Lois Nodland. NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE:_11:30 a.m., March 19, 2006. Send
news to editors@uusalem.org; put in workroom newsletter “mailbox,” or mail (marked *““newsletter’”) to church.




Reverential Ramblings

Almost anyone who knows me for any
length of time gets to hear about the Gospel
according to Beethoven. Sometimes | worry
about the impression this creates classical
music is not everyone’s thing, and | fear my
passion strikes some as elitist. It's not
meant to be. It's just that the Master’s glori-
ous music been a vital part of my life for the
past thirty five years — his symphonies, con-
certos, sonatas, string quartets, string trios
and Masses, have deeply stirred my heart
and soul on countless occasions, and | want
others to share in such meaningful experi-
ences. (I also dearly love the music of a
host of other composers, but for me Bee-
thoven’s music has a unique spiritual quality
like no other.)

Last fall when | spoke on the impor-
tance of art in my spiritual life many of you
affirmed that the same was true for you —
that art, in one form or another, has deeply
touched and inspired you. After that Sun-
day service we met and agreed to propose
an amendment to the Unitarian Universalist
Purposes and Principles to the effect that
art should be acknowledged as the seventh
source of our living tradition (Currently, six
sources are named there. | was guided by
the process specified in our UUA bylaws in
proposing this change.)

Later | met with several members of the
Performing Arts Team, and we began craft-
ing the wording for naming art as a source.
We discovered that it is very hard to put this
sentiment into words, but under the pres-
sure to meet a deadline we described our
potential seventh source as “The living tradi-
tion we share draws from many sources;
[after the six that are currently named] ...
........ Art, in all its forms, which inspires us,
both through its creation and contemplation,
to have a fuller awareness of life’'s vast
range of thought and feeling.”

We had this matter put on the agenda
at the Annual General Business Meeting of
the Pacific Northwest District last month so
that delegates from congregations around
the district could have the opportunity to
consider it. Although there was questioning
and skepticism from some delegates, the
majority voted in favor of the notion that art
is a source of our faith, and this idea will go
forward to be considered by the Board of
Trustees of Unitarian Universalist Associa-
tion (UUA) for further action. The Bylaws of
the UUA stipulate that the Purposes and
Principles be reviewed every fifteen years
anyway, and other possible changes to this
core document of our faith will also be con-
sidered. Stay tuned for further develop-
ments.

Inasmuch as we do consider art to be a
source of our living faith, it behooves us to
do what we can to support the arts in our
community — and we will. For example, on
Sunday March 19 at 4:00 P.M., there will be
an all Beethoven Chamber Music Benefit
Concert here to raise funds for deserving
music students in the Salem Keizer School
District — primarily to help pay for lessons
and new instruments. (See announcement
elsewhere in this newsletter.)

Our own talented musicians Noah
Seitz, Sara Greeleaf Seitz and Alma
Marianos will be joining other musicians
from Willamette University and North Salem
High School to provide a delightful musical
offering in our beautiful space. It will be
good to welcome many people from the
community here to hear beautiful chamber
music in a space well suited for that. Hope
to see you there.

Love, Rick



In Search of a Vision: The Adventures of UUCS!

EFinding A Vision

For more than two years the intrepid Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem has
been searching for a vision of our common future. A team of volunteer scouts, the
Transition Team, set out on a journey into the unknown. Our story so far:

Episode 1: In Which We Found Out Where We Are

The first task of the scouting team was to find out about the geography of our congre-
gation with a congregation-generated pin map.

Episode 2: In Which We Found Out Where We’ve Been

In this episode the scouts found out about our history through a Saturday meeting
with members of our congregation.

Episode 3: In Which We Found Out Where Are We Now

First, in a Saturday meeting, and later in a series of small group meetings, members
of the congregation answered questions to give the Transition Team an idea of how
they see our congregation, what brings us here, what UUCS gives to us, what we, as
individuals want to offer UUCS, and what we want for our common future.

Episode 4: In Which We Describe Where We Want To Go

On Saturday, October 15, 2005 many members of the congregation came together for
the “How Clear Is Our Vision?” workshop. Beginning with our individual visions we
joined in larger groups and created six vision/mission statements.

In our last episode:

Episode 5: In Which We Sight The Elusive Vision

Another intrepid group of volunteers— Kelli McKnight, Don Wolf, John Barrows, Phil
Carver, Ellen Howard, Larry Nasset, Mary Sohlstrom and Erin Zysett—began with the
six vision/mission statements and met to combine them into a single vision statement.
The two statements below are the statements they created:

Vision

The vision of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem is to build

a joyful home for free religious exploration where we nurture the hopes

and serve the needs of our world.

Mission

The mission of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem is to
provide a respectful home for intellectual, spiritual and creative explora-
tion; and to build a community of fellowship, caring and service that
lights the flame of social action.



The Final Episode!!

Episode 6: The Vision Is Ours!

At next spring’s Congregational Meeting our congregation will have the opportunity to
formally adopt these two statements as guides for the future of our church. At that
time there will be a simple yes or no vote on these statements without editing or addi-
tions. Join us for this dramatic denouement!

Coming Soon! The Further Adventures of UUCS

The Sequel: Carrying Our Vision Into the Future
In Which We Create A Strategic Framework

A vision identifies our intended destination, helps us be intentional about your actions
and keeps us pointed in the right direction—but how do you get from where we are to
where we are going? What specific paths should we take to lead us there?

A vision is the first element of a strategic framework, an overall plan to work smarter
toward shared goals. In the near future a UUCS strategic framework group, led by Jon
Walton, will form to work on this plan. Generally, a typical strategic framework might
consist of:

. a vision for your future,

. a mission that defines what you are doing,

. values that shape your actions,

. strategies that zero in on your key success approaches, and

. goals and action plans to guide your daily, weekly and monthly actions.

If you'd like to help with this ongoing effort contact Jon Walton.

The Board of Directors has, with reluctance, accepted Claire Diehl's resignation as Director of Reli-
gious Education. The Board wants to tell the UUCS congregation that we owe a great big THANK
YOU to Claire for the work she has done over the last three years.

Some have asked if Claire was asked or pressured to leave, or if there was any dissatisfaction with
her as DRE. Our answer: my, my, my, no, no, no. To the contrary, she has done a tremendous job
with enthusiasm, hard work and good spirit. The Board, the Personnel Committee, and staff all
agree. Members of the RE Team, teachers with whom | have talked, along with many parents and
other members of the congregation have expressed appreciation for her contribution.

Read Claire’s Corner, the insert in the February 22 UUCS Newsletter, for a list of the outstanding
work she has done, and for the caliber of leadership she has brought us. Though she is leaving the
RE position at the end of March, she is not leaving the church. She promised that she will continue
as a "regular" member. We are fortunate.

Thanks, Claire. We are glad you were a part of our staff for the last three years.
Chair David Boaz, for the Board




Life Lines Lay Ministry has asked our
own Katie Howe, with some of her co-
workers at Northwest Senior and Disability
Services, to share with us things we can do
to make growing older easier. Topics they
will stress are:

1. Home safety

2. Information for caregivers

3. Other living options (outside the

home) and how to shop for them.

There will be a resource table with in-
formation on subjects not covered. Mark
your calendar for Wednesday, March 22,
from 9 a.m. to noon. The meeting will be in
the Fellowship Hall.

Today, Wednesday, March 8, the
Lunch Bunch will meet at Kim Huong Pho #1
Vietnamese Restaurant at 2950 Silverton
Road NE. (This is right next to the A Dong
Asian Market, on the south side of Silverton
Road.) Call Fred Ratzeburg

The UUCS Board meets this Thursday,
March 9, at 7 p.m. Members are welcome to
attend and participate.

New or especially notable items on the
agenda for this month's board meeting in-
clude:

e Welcome to new board member John
Gorman

e A resolution, offered by a congregation
member for the May annual congrega-
tional meeting on Principles for U.S.
Policy in Irag. We will briefly give our at-
tention to planning a process for the con-
gregation to discuss the question before
the annual meeting.

e Exit interview for DRE - recommenda-
tion that we conduct a formal interview
with departing DRE Claire Diehl.

e Emergency management.

e Safety policies and procedures.

* Action on recommendations about a min-
isterial intern for summers '06 and '07.

e Custodial work and custodian position,
given possible extended absence of cus-
todian.

UUCS members are welcome to attend
and to participate in the discussions. (Discus-
sions about personnel matters and some fi-
nancial matters are held in executive session;
and non-board members may be asked to
excuse themselves briefly during such dis-
cussions.)

We need and value your input. Please
come to any or all meetings. Thanks.

David Boaz, Chair

Circle Suppers are scheduled for Sun-
day, April 9. Sign up sheets will be available
in Hanneman Fellowship Hall after services
until April 2, or you can call one of the coordi-
nators: Leah Knudsen or John Gorman.

This is a wonderful way to meet with
other members in homes, in small groups and
over delicious food.

Leah Knudsen

Recently a number of good hearted,
music loving members made generous dona-
tions to repair Noah Seitz's cello which was
damaged in an accident here at the church.
The good news is that these donations cov-
ered the considerable cost of this repair and
Noah'’s cello is doing better than ever - as you
might be able to tell from the wondrous
sounds it has produced recently.

The unfortunate news is that in the great
turmoil after the recent robbery, the list of do-
nors was lost (but not the checks!). Lacking
the memory of who contributed, we offer this
heartfelt thanks here. Your generosity has
made a real difference and will pay beautiful
musical dividends. Rick Davis
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The before-Sunday Services discussion
group will continue meeting on Sunday from
9:15 to 10:15 a.m. All are welcome. For
more information contact Don Wolf.

Y%
Year: 2004 2005 % CHANGE
Food 1,900 Ib. 2,152 Ib. +13%
Cash $1,384.21 $802.00 -42%
HOAP*$ 573.00 $314.00 -45%

(*toiletries & clothes, cash equivalent)

Once again, thanks very much to UUCS
members and friends for your generosity.
HOAP (Homeless Outreach Advocacy Pro-
ject) continues to need toiletries, blankets/
sleeping bags, jeans, socks and gloves.
There was an increase in food contributions,
but a decline in donations for HOAP, as well
but a decline in cash for Marion-Polk Food
Share. Dick Boyle

Co-Chairperson, Social Action Team

&" # $
CEF was launched and is open for a few

more members. (It was printed under Political
Discussion in the last newsletter.)

Join this new monthly informal group to
share thoughts and resources, to watch multi
media presentations (news clips, short social/
political films), readings on pertinent topics,,
and free flow group discussion. Monthly
meetings are on Fridays at 7 p.m. in mem-
bers' homes. Watch for next scheduled meet-
ing toward the end of March. Interested? Call
Petra Berger or call Phil Carver.

( ) $

Trips to Simenfalva are planned for the
summer to assist in flood reconstruction. You
can still be part of this effort.

Please contact Bonnie Heitsch as soon
as possible if you have questions.

Did you know that the Partnership Coun-
cil received over $350,000 in relief aid to help

the villages damaged by the devastating Au-
gust floods from the Unitarian Churches in
America? All this money is helping in the ar-
duous reconstruction efforts.

* (

The long awaited spring season is
coming and it's time to organize for the plant
sale! Help is needed from many people who
will help to grow plants, promote the sale, be
cashiers, and for set up and clean-up. The
sale will be Saturday, May 6th from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. and Sunday, May 7™ until after church.
Sign-up sheets will be available after Sunday
Services. Come and make fun connections!
Contact Barbara Fisk.

$$ &"

The Salem City Club luncheon on
March 10 will be hosted by UUCS and will be
held here in our Fellowship Hall. The pro-
gram includes the Transportation Tax Issue.
Call to make your reservations ($12.50 for
City Club members, $15 for non-members).
Doors open at 11:30 a.m.

Camerata Musica sponsors a chamber
music concert in the Loucks Auditorium at the
Salem Public Library at 3:00 p.m. Sunday,
March 12. The program includes 12 cellos!
Admission is free.

Love makes a Family is a non Profit
Organization which provides support for fami-
lies who are subjected to social, economic or
legal discrimination due to sexual orientation
or gender identity/expression. Support
groups meet in Portland and Vancouver and
they would like to start a group in Salem this
year. In you are interested, you can contact
them at www.Imfamily.org or call (503) 228-
3892. The mailing address is PO Box 5163,
Portland 97208.

An Evening Reflection on Transformation
— Romero and the Poor: Yesterday, Today
and Tomorrow

An event memorializing Archbishop
Oscar Romero is scheduled for 6:30 p.m. to



8:30 p.m. on Thursday March 23, at Queen of
Peace Church, 4227 Lone Oak Road SE in
Salem. It marks the anniversary of the death
of Archbishop Romero of El Salvador and is
co-sponsored by Fellowship of Reconciliation,
Jobs with Justice, Peace and Justice Com-
mittees — St. Joseph’s Church and St. Vin-
cent De Paul Church, SALPAL and Pax
Christi Salem, a group of faith, community
and human rights organizations in addition to
many individuals. For more information, con-
tact Wayne Estes.

+ , $$

For those of you wondering what's
become of Craig Moro, worry not. Currently,
he’s serving the Community UU Church of
Tri-Cities, Washington two weekends a
month. He looks forward to returning to
UUCS in the summer.

Mary Hart’s grandson, Jeremy Kauf-
mann, is returning from a tour in lraq this
week. He won't be stateside for a few more
weeks. Jeremy has been in the Marine Corps
for two years.

Lee Coyne, and his wife, Carmela,
will be celebrating their Silver (25™) wedding
anniversary this May. Lee also invites us to
come/hear/share “stories of wit and whimsy”
at a Blarney-Fest” at the Plaza Room in the
Salem Library on Tuesday, March 14™ at 6:45
p.m.

Congratulations and kudos to Nathan
Good for his featured article in Fine Home-
building Magazine. The article is about his
zero net energy house in Cannon Beach.
The house is not only friendly to the environ-
ment, but beautiful as well. To read a section
of the article online, go to
http://www.taunton.com/finehomebuilding/pag
es/fh 177 102.asp The webpage has a gor-
geous picture of the house. Nathan’s website
is www.nathangoodarchitect.com

If you have any news you would like to
share with the UUCS Community, please feel
free to email or call me before the next news-
letter deadline

Kim Willaman
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1 - Lunch Bunch, noon. Fred Ratzeburg
Spiritual Practices/Meditation 7 p.m. ( " 1 )
A Choir Practice, 7 p.m. (usually 2nd & 4th Wednesdays)

/ UUCS Board of Directors meeting, 7 p.m. (all welcome)
Salem City Club Luncheon, 11:30 a.m.
# 1 0) 2 Women’s Retreat
Partner Church Hungarian Dinner, 6 p.m.
2 Discussion, 9:15a.m. ( " )
Service, 10:30a.m. ( * )
3 Coming of Age, 7 p.m.
Spiritual Practices/Meditation 7 p.m.
Chat ‘n’ Craft, 7 p.m. (1st & 3rd Wednesdays)
— - Landscape Work Party, 9 a.m. to noon

YRUU Ski trip (see insert)

/ Service 10:30 a.m.
Workshop on Child Abuse Prevention for Churches, noon
All-Beethoven Chamber Music Concert, 4:00 p.m.

Life Changes Workshop, 9:00 a.m. to noon
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March 12 "Hope Dies Last" Francisco Lopez

Francisco was born in El Salvador. He is the Director of the Integrated Services Network of Catho-
lic Community Services (Mid-Willamette Valley). He has worked with developmentally disabled
adults for 20 years.

March 19 “Domestic Violence in the Oregon Territory” Rachel Greco

Rachel is on the Board of Directors for S.A.B.L.E. House, a Polk County women's shelter (503-
623-4033). She is also the owner of "Grandma's Attic”, a fabric and quilting store in Dallas, Ore-
gon. She is a recognized expert on Oregon quilt history.

March 26 “True Patriotism” The Reverend Richard R. Davis
The sixth principle of Unitarian Universalism states that “We covenant to affirm and promote...the

goal of world community with peace, liberty and justice for all.” How does that square with love of
one’s own country? Is there a difference between patriotism and nationalism?

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem :
5090 Center Street NE Non-Profit Org.
Salem, Oregon 97301
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All Beethoven Chamber Music Benefit Concert
March 19 at 4:00 p.m.

Unitarian Universalist Church
5090 Center Street, NE — At the corner of Cordon Road and Center Street.

Great Music For a Great Cause!

*Trio Oregon (Willamette University Faculty) playing Beethoven'’s Trio
#5, Opus 70, No. 1 “The Ghost”
*The Bel Canto Quartet (North Salem High) playing Beethoven’s String
Quartet # 10, Opus 74 “The Harp” (selected movements)
*The Evergreen Quartet (Willamette University students) playing Bee-
thoven’s String Quartet # 4, Opus 18 (selected movements)
*Noah Seitz (Cello) and Sara Greenleaf Seitz (Piano) playing Beetho-
ven’s “Variations of a theme by Mozart” Wo0O46
*Alma Marianos (Piano) playing Beethoven’s piano sonata no. 1

Plus
A dramatic reading of the poet Franz Grillparzer’'s 1827 funeral oration
for Beethoven by actor Dennis Erhp

Suggested Donation: $10.00 - - Solely for the benefit of deserving young musicians in the Sa-
lem Keizer School District

The Salem/Keizer School District has the finest music program in the state and one of
the finest in the nation. Show your support. Bringing music into the lives of youth is one of
the finest gifts we can give them.

(over, please)

+&¥ & & )#& * 52;.200;



# is glad to be a returning member,
having lived in Corvallis for several years. His
membership at the church on 19" Street included
a period of service on the UU Board. Now living
in Salem, he has already joined the church choir
and civic organizations in the community. Be-
yond his job in legislative and operational policy
at Seniors and People with Disabilities, he is the
Treasurer for an Oregon Senatorial candidate who
is running in this November’s election.
His religious background in early life was sort of
vanilla Congregational, followed by a number of
years trying to understand spirituality in non-
structured settings. In more recent years, he
has come to value the rich spiritual growth that we
can foster in each other in open forums such as
this UU church.

< moved to Salemin May
2005. She and her partner came all the way from
Kingsland, GA for the temperate weather and
more open minded culture. She was raised in a
military family and they moved all over the coun-
try. She never felt comfortable in her family's
Baptist church. She learned of the U.U. on a tele-
vision program, then found the website for the
Salem congregation. MJ operates a home-based
business called Photomax. She shows people fun
and easy ways to preserve, organize, share and
enjoy their photos. She conducts "digital scrap-
booking™ workshops and in-home classes. Her
hobbies include camping, kayaking, fine dining,
dancing, karaoke, personal development, motiva-
tional seminars, concerts, photography, working
out, and activism.

1 $ : Last year Calaya Williams
and her life-partner moved from Alaska to Ore-
gon. She has four adopted grown children and
thirteen grandchildren. Calaya was adopted and
raised Christian, but at age fourteen she ran away,
found her part-Cherokee mother. Spiritually, she
is pagan- grounded in Native American religion.
Although Calaya worked for many years as a
chemical dependency counselor, she
is unemployed now. Friends recommended UU.
Exploring UU this year, she obtained joy from the
community. She feels strongly about UU’s princi-
ples and is delighted to become a member. She
thanks all for making her feel welcome.

. < have
lived in the Salem area for many years. Don is a
fifty six year old native and his wife, Royann, a

10

Florida transplant, has lived in the Salem area for
thirty five years. They live about eight miles east
of Scio on twelve acres of forest land with their
golden retriever, Grizzly. Royann calls it ‘our
wooded patch of heaven'. They were drawn to the
UUCS by its Statement of Purposes and Principles
which they picked up at a memorial service at our
church. After trying other churches and finding
more questions than answers, they decided to at-
tend a Sunday service at UUCS in Salem. One
service led to another and then another. Don is
retired and busy completing the building of their
house. Royann works for the State of Oregon.

+ = writes, "I'm a gay man grown
up in a conservative Russian religious upbringing.
After 38 years of being pressured to 'pretend’ to be
someone I'm not, and after living a tortured dou-
ble life, | left the church of my birth and my wife
of seventeen years to begin to live my life anew--
completely different and fulfilling. Leaving the
church, discovering and accepting myself, and
learning to love myself for who I truly am made
me realize the huge difference between religion
and spirituality.” Bill is glad to be among com-
passionate people who are tolerant of diversity in
all aspects of life. Because he has no understand-
ing family involvement and needs family support
especially at this time in his life, it is extremely
important to him that he finds "FAMILY" in
"FRIENDS".

<$ > moved to Salem in
July of 2005, from Layton, Utah, where they were
members of the Unitarian Universalist Church of
Ogden for the past seven years. Both are retired
from Hill Air Force Base in Layton, where they
worked for the Department of the Air Force.
They have lived in several states including Penn-
sylvania and California and will celebrate
their 45th wedding anniversary on April 15, 2006.
They are the parents of three grown children three
grandchildren.  They enjoy traveling, reading,
music, and dancing and are avid University of
Utah football fans.
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