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REMINDER: 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
 

Please plan to stay after the service on May 21 for 

the Annual Congregation Meeting.  Members will 

receive a copy of the annual report, elect new Board  

and Nominating Committee members, vote on a pro-

posed Vision/Mission statement, an Iraq/Iran Pro-

posal, a bylaw change, and adopt an operating budget 

for the coming fiscal Year (July 1, 2006 to June 30, 

2007).  

Two-inch Subway sandwiches will be available for 

purchase after the service so we’ll be nourished 

enough to make well-reasoned decisions and no one 

will faint from hunger! Editor 
 

UUCS General Assembly Delegates 

 

The UUA General Assembly is in St. Louis, Missouri this year and UUCS has delegate 

and alternate positions open to members who are interested in attending to represent UUCS.  So 

far the Board has appointed Roger Gillette as one of the delegates.  If you would like more in-

formation go to http://www.uua.org/ga/  and contact Board Chair David Boaz. 

 

 
 

This issue was edited by Lois Nodland.  NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: 11:30 a.m., May 28, 2006.  Send 
news to editors@uusalem.org; put in workroom newsletter “mailbox,” or mail (marked “newsletter”) to church. 
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Reverential Ramblings 
 

 
Go out on some clear evening and take 

a gaze at Polaris, the North Star.  You can 
find it by looking for the Big Dipper and see-
ing where the two stars on the far edge of 
the dipper (opposite the handle) point to-
ward the brightest star in the center of the 
sky - the North Star - which lies most di-
rectly above axis of the earth.  Due to the 
rotation of the earth, during the night it ap-
pears to be stationary whilst all the other 
stars appear to do their slow circular dance 
around it.  

Throughout the ages countless travel-
ers in the northern hemisphere have been 
able to steer their course by this star.  Early 
in American history runaway slaves knew to 
“follow the drinking gourd” (i.e., follow the 
trajectory of those two outside stars of the 
big dipper which pointed toward the North 
Star) because there lay the land of freedom, 
north of the Mason Dixon line. 

Yet someday far down the historical 
road, if people orient themselves by this 
same star they will go astray.  You see, 
earth has a slightly wobbly axis (like a wob-
bly spinning top) and once every 26,000 
years a different bright star becomes the 
most central and stationary one from our 
earthly perspective. – So today Polaris is 
the north star, but one day the star Vega will 
fill that role.  There will a North Star transi-
tion.  Things change, we must re-orient our-
selves.   

Just as travelers have needed stars to 
navigate their journeys, we need stars by 
which to navigate our spiritual and ethical 
journeys.  In other words, religious commu-
nities need a vision.  Oftentimes, old timers 
think that the vision is implicitly understood 
and that everyone else has the same vision.  
But that’s not always true.  Things change 
on the wobbly axis of time and periodically  

 
people need to gaze at the heavens to-
gether and commonly proclaim  -“There is 
the star (the vision) that will take us where 
we are called to go.”  

This past year you may remember that 
our Transition Team, so ably facilitated by 
our past Director of Religious Education 
Claire Diehl, arranged for us to have a “Vi-
sion/Mission” workshop.  Members gathered 
on a Saturday morning and thought and 
discussed and wrote down their ideas of 
what our vision (our spiritual/religious ide-
als) and mission (our moral, ethical task) 
truly is.  From this workshop a smaller group 
took this collective wisdom and distilled it 
down.  Here is the result of this collective 
endeavor:   

Our Vision:  The vision of the Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation of Salem is to 
build a joyful home for free religious explo-
ration where we nurture the hopes and 
serve the needs of our world. 

Our Mission: The mission of the Uni-
tarian Universalist Congregation of Salem is 
to provide a respectful home for intellectual, 
spiritual and creative exploration; and to 
build a community of fellowship, caring and 
service that lights the flame of social action. 

I celebrate this final product and am 
grateful to all who played a role in creating 
it.  We will vote on this - up or down without 
further wordsmithing - at our Annual Con-
gregational Meeting after the Sunday Ser-
vice on May 21.  I hope you’ll be there to 
affirm that together we can navigate by this 
star. 
 

Love, Rick 
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Annual Meeting – May 21, 2006 
The Agenda for the UUCS Annual Meeting on May 21 needs to be revised to include 

the Vision/Mission Statement and the Iraq/Iran Petition as follows: 
 

The UUCS Vision/Mission Statement: 

Our Vision:  The vision of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem is to build a joyful 
home for free religious exploration where we nurture the hopes and serve the needs of our world. 

Our Mission: The mission of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem is to provide a 
respectful home for intellectual, spiritual and creative exploration; and to build a community of fel-
lowship, caring and service that lights the flame of social action. 

 

 
Iraq/Iran Petition for the UUCS Annual Meeting 
 
Below is the final draft of a petition for consideration at the UUCS May 21 annual meeting.  Two 
previous drafts were published in the UUCS Newsletter and there were meetings to discuss the 
petition after Sunday services on March 26 and April 23.   
 

Petition to the UUCS 
Final DRAFT for consideration at the 2006 annual meeting 

 
Whereas the U.S. invasion of Iraq violated international law because it was not a response to an 
invasion or an attack on the territory of a sovereign nation; and  
an attack on Iran would violate international law, even if it owns or plans to own nuclear weapons; 
Whereas a violation of international law also violates the Unitarian Universalist Association’s prin-
ciple regarding a world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all; 
Whereas Iran and Iraq have the second and the third largest known reserves of conventional oil, 
respectively and the U.S. imports 60 percent of its petroleum; 
Whereas the reasons given by President Bush for the Iraq invasion were contrived; 
Whereas we support our troops and deeply appreciate their service, dedication and sacrifice;  
Whereas the Iraq War and continued occupation has caused the deaths of more than 2,400 
American soldiers and 120,000 Iraqis, and has wounded or disabled more than 17,000 American 
soldiers with a direct budgetary cost that could exceed a trillion dollars if the U.S. remains in Iraq 
through 2010; 
Whereas President Bush has said he will not withdraw all U.S. troops as long as he is president 
and the insurrection in Iraq will likely continue until all U.S. troops have been withdrawn; 
Whereas President Bush will not rule out attacking Iran as a method to deter it from building nu-
clear weapons and the consequences of such an attack are unknown and could prove far reaching 
and  
Whereas the war in Iraq entered its fourth year on March 20, 2006 with no apparent end in sight.  
 
Therefore, we, the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem, adopt the following princi-
ples for U.S. policy in Iraq: 
1. The Congress should set a timetable for the withdrawal of all U.S. troops from Iraq in 

months, not years 
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The Congress should immediately set a firm timetable for ending the occupation and bringing 
all our troops home.  Gradual withdrawals should begin no later than August 1, 2006.  All U.S. 
troops should be out of Iraq no later than November 1, 2007.   

2. U.N.-monitored peaceful reconstruction of Iraq 
The Congress should instruct President Bush to cooperate with United Nations efforts in Iraq.  
The U.S. should provide major funding for reconstruction projects.  The U.S. should also help 
fund U.N. peacekeeping efforts, if approved by the U.N. Security Council, but no U.S. troops 
should re-enter Iraq. 

3. Do not attack Iran 
The Congress should instruct President Bush that the U.S. is not to attack Iran.  Instead, the 
U.S. should fulfill its obligations under the Non-Proliferation Treaty and begin the process of 
worldwide nuclear disarmament. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

More Bio’s of Nominees from the Nominating Committee 
 
Vicki Cunningham 

Director candidate (Two years) 

My sister introduced me to the UU church about 18 years ago when I lived many miles from 
the nearest congregation. I subscribed to the Church of the Larger Fellowship for about three 
years. When we moved to Salem in 1990 I was so pleased to see this congregation only 20 min-
utes away. I soon began volunteering to teach Religious Education.  I taught for many years, and 
along the way I became co-editor of the newsletter for seven years.  For the last four years I have 
been Chair of the Religious Education Committee.  

I value this church and our principles and purposes, and how it helps young people, and peo-
ple of all ages explore their beliefs and feelings about spirituality.  I hope that I can contribute my 
experience in working with people and policies to the greater good of this congregation. 

Vicki Cunningham 
Cheryl Randall 

Nominating Committee Candidate (Two years) 

I first attended a Unitarian Church in Wilmington, Delaware when I was in my twenties. I had 
gone there to sing in the choir. I loved singing in that choir, and I loved everything about the 
church.  I decided to become a Unitarian then after growing up in the Congregational Church now 
called the United Church of Christ.  I belonged to UUCS, then FUSSO, when my children were 
born.  After a time of being away and living in the Portland area during the 1980's, I returned to Sa-
lem and joined UUCS again.  Since then I have served on the Board for five years.  I continue to 
sing in the choir and I have joined Women's Alliance.  I would be pleased to serve on the Nominat-
ing Committee, and I feel as if my experience on the Board will be helpful in doing so. 

Cheryl Randall 
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Landscape Work Party 

Please consider helping us weed, rake 
and sweep. Our regularly scheduled work 
parties are held on the third Saturday of each 
month. This month we will meet from 9:00 
a.m. to 12:00 (noon) on Saturday, May 20th. 
We would love to have individuals, couples, 
or families adopt and take care of different 
areas of our property. You could then do your 
work when most convenient for you. If inter-
ested, please call Sharon Dearman or Iris 
Sea. 

Last month we had only five volunteer 
gardeners: Jo Bateman, Phil Cogswell, 
Sharon Dearman, Barbara Hanneman and 
Steve Henderson.  We need more helpers.  

 
Bo Lozoff – We Are All Doing Time 

An evening of conversation and educa-
tion at UUCS on May 25 at 6:30 presented by 
the Western Prison Project.  It is an engaging 
90 minute program designed to provide an 
overview of Oregon’s current crisis in the 
criminal justice system and how it impacts 
other critical social needs.  RSVP Patty Katz 
or Rose in the UUCS office so they will know 
how much food to order. 
 
Potluck Dinner and Presentation  

On Thursday evening, May 25, Unitarian 
Universalists from Ranier Valley UU Congre-
gation in Seattle will be visiting us for a pot-
luck dinner at 6 p.m.  Supposed retirees Dick 
Burkhart and Mona Lee have been on a 
worldwide bike tour promoting Global Democ-
racy and making friends far and near.   

They write: “A key goal is to help bring 
about a less destructive global balance of 
power, to end nationalist competition, 
economies of exploitation, and “global apart-
heid” (words they heard from South African 
President Thabo Mbeki).”  Please bring a dish 
to share for a potluck dinner. Dick and Mona 
will share stories and provide a video presen-
tation.  
 

 

 

Plant Sale Thank You 

The annual Landscape Committee fund-
raiser, the plant sale, was chaired by Barbara 
Fisk this year.  Barbara contacted people and 
assigned shifts for the sale day and encour-
aged people to donate various plants, some 
very unusual.  She took care of over 400 
plants until the day of the sale, most of which 
she potted herself. Thanks to Barbara, to the 
plant donors, the plant sellers and the plant 
buyers.  Because of all of you, the Landscape 
Committee is $450.00 richer.  

          Sharon Dearman 
 

Lawn Mower needed 

The Operations Team is looking for 
another used lawnmower - we prefer self-
propelled - in good condition, whether as a 
gift or at a reasonable price.  Please call me if 
you have one or know of one available. 

   Tom Lancefield 
 
Simenfalva Partner Church 

Items  
On June 6  UUCS members – Brian 

Reeder and daughter Annie, Don Cleveland, 
Leroy Kline and Rev. Rick take off to our 
Partner Church.  Each traveler plans to carry 
an extra suitcase full of necessities donated 
by UUCS members and friends.  Please bring 
any of the items next Sunday: 

• reading glasses 
• toothbrushes, toothpaste, dental floss  
• vitamins, aspirin, and other over the 

counter pain relievers  
• books–in English to help children 

learn English.   
• little lithium battery squeeze-on flash-

lights – or the kind you shake to gen-
erate energy for light  

• work gloves 

• or any other small item that might be 
useful to villagers in Transylvania. 
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Summer Coffee 
Needed: a few good hearted volunteers 

for coffee making on Sunday mornings for the 
months of July and August.  Comfortable 
working conditions, excellent opportunity to 
meet and greet new members and old 
friends.  Extra reward:  you always get the 
first cup of coffee! 

Please contact Sandra Meredith.  

 
News of the UUCS Community 

Congratulations to Noah Seitz and 
Sarah Greenleaf-Seitz on the birth of their 
daughter, Clara Mae Greenleaf-Seitz.  Clara 
was born Wednesday, May 10 at 2:15 a.m. 
weighing 6 pounds, 8 ½ ounces.  Clara has a 
big sister, Lilla. 

Jo Bateman is in Taos, New Mexico, 
having a relaxing visit with her daughter. 

Bryant Hampton returned Saturday, 
May 13 from a five week session with North-
west Youth Corps.  This was his second ses-
sion with the Eugene-based conservation 
group which gives teens jobs while giving 
them valuable education and experience.  
Teens interested in getting involved can con-
tact Bryant for more information.  
 

Angela Hererra called to report that she 
has completed her first year of study at Har-
vard Divinity School.  She is putting a special 
emphasis on the subject of “Restorative Jus-
tice.” Husband Carlos, daughter Olivia and 
son Mauricio are all doing well and they all 
plan to visit here in July.   

Kim Willaman 
 

Board Meeting Highlights 
The Board met on Thursday, May 11. 

Present were members David Boaz, Kristen 
Hunt, Lois Nodland, Diana Nicholson-Nelson, 
and the Rev. Rick Davis. Chuck Howard and 
Lori Jenkins were absent. Also present was 
DRE Lise Adams Sherry.  

 
During the meeting, Board members: 
 

• Accepted Rev. Rick’s written report, 
and approved the stewardship principle pro-
vided by Rev. Rick and others in the Volun-
teer Handbook for UUCS, and were informed 
that Harriet Trill is joining the Committee on 
Ministry.  

• Accepted the DRE written report that 
included information about the Personnel 
Committee’s search for an ADRE, and that 
Lise will be taking the DRE usual leave in 
July.  

• Treasurer Marian Robison reported 
that to the end of April 83% of the fiscal year 
has passed, 78% of pledges have been re-
ceived and 77% of budgeted expenses have 
been spent. 

• Heard reports that the Budget Com-
mittee is working on the budget for 
2006/2007, heard reports on the Board con-
tacts with members not yet pledged; and 
were told that the Team Council has met and 
discussed the Volunteer Recruitment Plan as 
presented in Rev. Rick’s report. 

• Discussed the UUCS gift to be taken 
to the partner church;,and the thank you gift 
to be given to former DRE, Claire Diehl.  

• Heard reports that custodian Dennis 
Harrison has returned to work, and that Tom 
Lancefield is no longer able to be the Mainte-
nance Team leader. 

• Took action to appoint a committee to 
research replacement of hearing assistance 
equipment at an approximate cost of $1500. 

• Approved monthly payments of $50 
from the Discretionary Fund to be sent to 
Congregations Helping People. 

• Appointed Roger Gillette a UUCS 
delegate to the UUA General Assembly in St. 
Louis, June 21 to June 25. 

• Delegated skateboard on the UUCS 
grounds decision to a group including Rev. 
Rick, Marian, Lise and Rose. 

Board meetings are open and all are invited 
to attend.  The next meeting of the Board is 
June 8. 
(Summary by Board Secretary Lois Nodland) 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

 

UUCS Calendar 
 

Sunday, May 14 through May 20        UUCS hosting Salem Interfaith Hospitality Network 

Wednesday, May 17  Spiritual Practices/Meditation, 7 p.m. (every Wednesday) 

    Chat ‘n’ Craft, 7 p.m. 

Thursday, May 18  Bo Lozoff, Author of We’re All Doing Time, 7 p.m. 

Friday, May 19  Brown Bag Lunch with Rick, 12 noon 

Saturday, May 20  Landscape Work Party, 9 to noon 

    Stand for Children Potluck Breakfast, 9 a.m.-11 a.m. 

Sunday, May  21  Readers Forum, 9:15 a.m. (every Sunday) 

    Service, 10:30 a.m. (every Sunday) 

    UUCS Annual Meeting, after Sunday Service 

Monday, May 22  YRUU, 7 p.m. 

Wednesday, May 24   Spiritual Practices/Meditation, 7 p.m. 

Thursday, May 25  Potluck:- Bike for Global Democracy, 6 p.m. 

Western Prison Project, 6:30–8:30 p.m. - RSVP 

Tuesday, May 30  Voluntary Simplicity, 7 p.m. 

 

 Proposed UUCS Vision/Mission Statement 
 
Our Vision:  The vision of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation 

of Salem is to build a joyful home for free religious exploration where 
we nurture the hopes and serve the needs of our world. 

Our Mission: The mission of the Unitarian Universalist Congrega-
tion of Salem is to provide a respectful home for intellectual, spiritual 
and creative exploration; and to build a community of fellowship, caring 
and service that lights the flame of social action. 
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SUNDAY SERVICE AND CHURCH SCHOOL 
10:30 a.m.     (Child care available) 

 
May 21 “The Chutzpa and Humility of Ministry”          The Rev. Richard R. Davis 
 
A reflection on the nature of our shared ministry.  On this Sunday, we will welcome our new Intern 
Minister, Kate Lore who will be here for June, July and August for the next two years.  Please come 
and give her a warm welcome. 
 
May 28 “Realizing our Principles for Justice and Action”            Chuck Sheketoff 

 
Chuck Sheketoff is the Executive Director of the Oregon Center for Public Policy (www.ocpp.org/)  
a non-profit, non-partisan research institute that uses research and analysis to improve the eco-
nomic and social opportunities of all Oregonians.  Prior the helping found OCPP in 1997, Chuck 
lobbied the Oregon Legislature on behalf of low-income legal aid clients.  Chuck has an under-
graduate degree in environmental studies and psychology.  He also has J.D. with a certificate in 
environmental and natural resource law from the University of Oregon. 
 
June 4   “Flower Communion Sunday              Facilitated by Kate Lore 

UUCS Intern Minister 
It’s a rich annual tradition.  Everyone is asked to bring a flower to this service.  Each person places 
the flower in what becomes the congregational bouquet – it visibly shows how the combination of 
our unique talents and qualities makes something more wondrous than any of us could create 
alone.  There will be beautiful music, a brief history of the Unitarian flower communion, and tradi-
tional blessings for this occasion.  
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