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June!  

Flower Communion June 3 

This now-traditional UU ceremony came form 
Czech Unitarian minister Norbert Capek (see last 
page).  Remember to bring a flower to add to the con-
gregational bouquet. 

 
Congregational Picnic June 3 

You really don't want to miss it!  Join us at Riv-
erfront Park Pavilion after the service, about 12:30.  Enjoy food, fun, and a great time celebrating 
being a member of UUCS.  The Fellowship Committee suggests that you bring a salad if your last 
name starts with A-F, a side dish for G-N, and dessert for O-Z – or ask (right away, please) about 
other items you could bring to help make this a wonderful event.   

Be sure to bring your own place setting and nonalcoholic beverage (water will be provided) 
as well as your potluck item.  If you haven’t already signed up at church, it would be good to check 
with Lydia Gutierrez as soon as possible.  Small donations toward the cost of renting the park facil-
ity will not be declined!  See you at the park! 
 
Bloomin’ UU Brunch June 9 

A delicious breakfast buffet (egg dishes, ham, coffee cakes, fruit cups, juice, coffee/tea) 
will begin at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, June 9, with the talks starting at 9:30.  Come and bring friends!  
For tickets call Barbara Hanneman or Cathie Olcott, or buy at church on Sunday.  We need your 
help in getting the word out.  Tickets are only $20.00.  Four great speakers from local nurseries will 
talk on Colorful Container Gardening (Egan Garden); Beginning Bonsai and Growing Herbs in 
Containers (Terra Gardens Nursery); Fragrant and Tropical Plants (13th Street Nursery).   

Do you have garden items in good condition that you no longer need? We’d love to offer 
them for sale at our bargain table: call Bev Anderson.  For general information or to offer help, 
please contact Iris Sea or Sharon Dearman.  
 

 
This issue was edited by Elsa Struble and Lois Nodland.  NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: 11:30 a.m. June 10, 
2007.  Send news to editors@uusalem.org, put it in workroom newsletter “mailbox,” or mail it (marked “newsletter”) 
to church. 
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Reverential Ramblings 
 

A couple of weeks ago, just as I was putting the finishing touches on my article on joys and 
concerns for the newsletter, a marauding band of mischievous sprites suddenly burst into my of-
fice, bound and gagged me, edited my column so as to cause a bit of mischief and then e-mailed it 
to the newsletter editor.  By the time I was able to free myself, it was too late.  The article had been 
printed and mailed. 

Not buying that story?  Well, OK, how about this one:  in regard to that article, “Mistakes 
were made”?  (This is often heard from bureaucrats and politicians who can’t quite force their lips 
to utter the words “I made a mistake.”)    

Still not good enough?  OK, how about “I blew it”?    
My mistake, which I freely acknowledge, was to present an idea for a significant change in 

our worship as a fait accompli and then ask for feedback – which is, of course, backwards.  After 
all, what’s the point of soliciting feedback if a final decision has already been made?  (Ever so 
briefly, for those who didn’t read my last column, I announced that in order to make our ritual of 
Joys and Concerns – people coming forward to light a candle and share a joy, sorrow or significant 
milestone in their lives – more manageable, beginning in the fall the words would be read by wor-
ship leaders instead of spoken by individuals.)     

After the article went out I got more feedback than I’ve ever gotten from any previous col-
umn.  Some of you strongly disagreed with my decision, and about as many of you heartily ap-
plauded it.  I am truly grateful for all the honest feedback – when the lines of communication are 
open good things happen.  I do regret that I have broached this subject in a way that had the po-
tential to create a sense of division amongst us, yet I do not regret having broached it.  This feed-
back does confirm that this is an issue we have long needed to address, for there is indeed a 
diversity of perspectives to consider.  A number of us who have planned worship services over the 
years have discussed this aspect of our service many times, and now the time is ripe to make 
some considered decisions about how to shape this ritual.  

So, can we back up and start over on this?  Here’s what I propose:  For all who are inter-
ested, let’s meet in front of the sanctuary after the service on June 17.  And then, with open heart 
and mind and without debate or judgment, let’s simply listen to one another as we share our vari-
ous perspectives. (If you can’t come, send me your thoughts.)  Then during the summer months I 
will confer with the celebrants and anchors, and we will create a model for this ritual that we will 
strive to ensure is as respectful of all and attentive to the needs of our community as possible.  
Then, let’s try whatever model for Joys and Concerns the celebrants and I choose for a year and 
see how we feel about it at that time.  We can always reconsider.        

Above all, I want you to know that my only agenda is to help us serve the needs of our con-
gregation and the cause of Unitarian Universalism as best I am able.  With your help and input and 
with our mutual tolerance and respect, I know we can do that. 

Love, Rick 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

Welcomed into membership on May 20 were Cindy Bourner, Jae and Richard Dow, DeAnn 
Rathbun (already volunteering in the office!), and Janet Stevens with daughter Mallory Lane.  All 
have interesting biographies, which will be summarized in future issues.  In the meantime, keep 
watching for their name badges so that you can get acquainted. 
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Director of Religious Education:  Lise Adams Sherry 

              Office Hours:  Mon. 2:00-6:00 PM, Wed. 9:30-1:30 PM 
              503/364-0932   
Associate DRE:  Mark Babson     

 

LIFESPAN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem 

May 30, 2007 

Lise’s Letter 
 Hopefully on Sunday as you entered the 
church, you saw the poster showing the candi-
dates for whom we will vote on June 3 to re-
name two of our religious education rooms.  
Three of them I introduced to the congregation 
through this column:  Marcella Walker McGee, 
Frances Ellen Watkins Harper, and Hajom Kis-
sor Singh.  The fourth, Whitney Young, is known 
for his civil rights activism although I’m not sure 
if many realize he was a Unitarian Universalist 
as well.  Another person I’d like us to consider is 
a woman who has been a very active and recent 
part of our Unitarian Universalist history, carry-
ing forward much of the work to which our other 
candidates contributed.  The information below 
comes from the UU Ministers Association news-
letter. 
 The Reverend Marjorie Bowens-
Wheatley was born on August 6, 1949 in Phila-
delphia, Pennsylvania, and attended Temple 
University.  In 1979, while studying media and 
public relations, she was offered and accepted 
the position of press attaché to the Ambassa-
dor from Grenada to the US.  Later she worked 
in public broadcasting and media and received 
an MA in International Development, Visual 
Media and Public Relations from American Uni-
versity in 1982.   Within UU circles, she worked 
on the staffs of the UU Service Committee and 
the Veatch Program before enrolling at Wesley 
Theological Seminary, where she graduated in 
1994, magna cum laude.  Bowens-Wheatley 
served congregations in New York City, New 
York State and Florida.  She also served as a 
staff member at the RE Department of the UUA, 
and had been called in April, 2006 to serve as 
Minister for  Social Justice and Community Life 
at San Diego, CA, but withdrew because of 
illness.  Beyond 

her congregational service Bowens-Wheatley 
influenced our UU traditions in many ways.  A 
few of these include being a founding member 
of the African American UU Ministry (AAUUM), 
serving as a board member for the UU Women’s 
Federation, and acting as co-editor to the book 
Soul Work: Antiracist Theologies in Dialogue.  
Bowens-Wheatley was an inspiration, friend and 
mentor to many.  She died in December, 2006.    
 Youth Sunday Very Successful:  The 
service on May 20 was awesome, and it’s not 
just I who think so.  Many in our congregation 
have said how impressed they were by our high 
school youth, both for the courage they showed 
in sharing some of their challenges and also for 
the depth and humor of their perspectives on 
life.  A big thank you also goes to our congrega-
tion for its support of the bake sale after the ser-
vice.  The youth raised $397.03!!  We can now 
send all the money to our high school student in 
The Gambia.  Isn’t it great when we all work to-
gether??! 
 
Religious Education Dates to Note   
Adult June – Teacher recruitment continues.  
We still need teachers for the fall and summer.  
Please talk to Lise or Mark about how you would 
like to help. 
All Sun. June 3 -  Flower Communion—bring a 
flower to share.  Vote for your choices for re-
naming two RE rooms after UU people of color.  
All church potluck picnic after the service at Riv-
erfront Park. 
Adult/Youth Wed. June 6 – Introduction to 
Meditation, 7 PM, Sanctuary.   
All Sun. June 10 – Intergenerational service.  
Come celebrate the renewing cycle of life.   
Child Sun. June 17 – Summer religious educa-
tion program begins!  
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Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem 
Minutes of Annual Congregation Meeting 

May 20, 2007 
 

Call to Order:   The meeting was called to order by Chair Diana Nicholson-Nelson. 
 The Chair announced that the required quorum was present. 
 The Chair announced the agenda. 
 
Election of Board: The slate of officers and directors proposed by the Nominating Committee for 
the 2007-08 church year was presented. 

 The Chair announced the opportunity for a motion to open the meeting to nominations from 
the floor.  No motion was forthcoming. 

Motion: Ken Erickson moved and Chuck Howard seconded that the slate proposed by the 
Nominating Committee be accepted.  The motion passed unanimously.  The following persons 
were elected: 

  Chair: Diana Nicholson-Nelson 
  Vice Chair: Vicki Cunningham 
  Secretary: Phil Cogswell 
  Treasurer: Elsa Struble 
  Director, 1 year: Bob Johnson 
  Director, 1 year: Louise Meyers 
  Director 2 years: Phil Carver 
  Director, 2 years: Lois Donovan 
  (Continuing: Dennis Ehrp, Don Fries) 

 
Election of Nominating Committee:  
 Motion: George Struble moved and Dennis Ehrp seconded that the slate proposed by the 
Nominating Committee for election to the 2007-08 Nominating Committee be accepted.  The mo-
tion passed unanimously.  The following persons were elected to the Nominating Committee: 
   1 year, Christine Ertl 
   3 years, Petra Berger 
   (continuing 2 years: Cheryl Randall) 
 
 The congregation thanked the current board for its service during the year. 
 
Budget for 2007-08: George Struble, chair of the Budget Committee, presented the budget for the 
2007-08 church year as proposed by the Board of Directors. 
 During discussion, concern was expressed over the lack of funding for landscape mainte-
nance.   
 Motion: David Boaz moved and Deborah Johnson seconded adoption of the budget as 
proposed by the Board of Directors.  The motion was approved by a vote of 60 in favor and 4 op-
posed, so the budget was adopted. 
 
Reports:  Reports by the Chair, Minister and teams were presented in writing.  
 Comments from the floor included concern over proposed changes in Joys and Concerns, a 
suggestion that reports be made available next year the Sunday before the annual meeting, and 
thanks to the Women’s Alliance for purchasing the window blinds for the sanctuary and fellowship 
hall. 
 
Adjournment: There being no further business, the Chair declared the meeting adjourned.   

Respectfully submitted, 
Phil Cogswell, Secretary 

     *    *    *    *    *    * 
Note about pledge payments:  Please indicate on your check whether it is for 2006-07 or 2007-08! 
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Treasurer’s Corner 

We have one month more to go before 
the end of our current fiscal year.  We would 
appreciate it if you can complete your 06-07 
pledge by 6/30/07.  Members have been very 
good about sending in the pledges this last 
year.  You are asked to make a pledge in 
February-March that won’t be completed for 
over a year.  Circumstances can change dur-
ing that time and so we thank you for honor-
ing that commitment. 

We have been able to hold expenses 
down this year.  However, there are unavoid-
able cost increases such as insurance and 
utilities that will raise our expenses this next 
year. We also have deferred maintenance 
work that needs to be done this next year.  
We expect to end the current fiscal year with 
a small surplus that will be placed in specific 
funds upon the approval of the Board.  We 
were able to use available funds to replace 
our outdated computer this year. 

Unfortunately, I will be relocating some-
time this summer and so I will be turning over 
the Treasurer’s job to the capable hands of 
Elsa Struble. I will be available to offer assis-
tance as long as I am in the area.  It has been 
a good learning experience for me and it is 
too bad that just as I really learned the job, I 
am leaving. I want to thank everyone for their 
support of this “newcomer” and especially to 
Rose Drake without whose capable assis-
tance; the job would have been much more 
difficult. 

Paul Rice 

 
Coffee Time 

It is that time of year again – your chance 
to volunteer to help provide one of our UU 
Sacraments – the Coffee Hour. 

Our hope is that some of our newer 
members will step forth to be on one of the 
three-member teams.  There will be six teams 
in all, so your team will be "at bat" every sixth 
week.  It is a good opportunity to learn more 
about the kitchen and its equipment, as well 
as to meet and work with delightful people as 
you serve coffee at the kitchen window on 
Sundays.  And you can get the first cup of 
coffee. 

We are forming teams that will work only 
for the months of July and August and teams 
that will work the regular church year of Sep-
tember through June.  There will be training 
for all new volunteers.  If you have an interest 
in helping provide this very important func-
tion, please contact me.  Also there will be a 
sign-up clipboard near the coffee service on 
Sundays.  Thanks for your help. 

Sandra Meredith 

 

Summer Solstice 
Summer Solstice, the longest day of 

the year, falls on June 21st this year, the 
same Thursday evening as the next Dances 
of Universal Peace.  A Solstice Celebration 
combining dance and ritual is planned from 7-
9 p.m. The Summer Solstice is considered 
the first day of summer, but it is also referred 
to as mid-summer as it is the middle of the 
growing season. 

The Summer Solstice is celebrated in 
many spiritual traditions as a festival of mani-
festation as well as of release and letting go.  
Members of the community are invited to at-
tend, whether or not they have previous ex-
perience with the Dances of Universal Peace.  
Participants are invited to bring items for the 
altar: samples of things coming to fruition in 
their yards and gardens, and are items sym-
bolizing what they are manifesting or wishing 
to manifest in their lives.  Anyone who would 
like to bring finger foods to share is encour-
aged to do so.  

from Pam Prichard 
Lawn Mowers 

Thanks to those who have signed up to 
take care of the grass from May through Sep-
tember:  Phil Carver, Rick Davis and Zachary, 
Jeff Geissler (heading the project), Tom 
Lancefield, Jean Logan, Gil and Ben Nichol-
son-Nelson, George Piter, George Struble, 
and John Roy Wilson 
 

Salem Interfaith Hospitality  
We recently hosted some very nice fami-

lies, as usual, with many faithful volunteers 
and some great new ones.  Rosa Barton and 
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I filled in some spots, as well as doing the 
calling. 

We need more coordinators, as the job is 
too much for us, even with all the help from 
so many.  We need people to coordinate 
moving on the two weekends, to shop for 
supplies, and to welcome guests each eve-
ning. 

Thanks to our congregation, which has 
helped so many families over the past seven 
years.                                       Loraine Stuart 

 

In Brief 
Details about these events are in the last 
newsletter.  Check www.uusalem.org if you 
can’t find your issue. 
Climatologist Michael Mann speaks at the 
library May 31, 7:00 p.m. (Phil Carver) 
Readers’ Forum June 3 & 10 (Don Wolf) 
Soup Kitchen June 3 (Shelley Kennen) 
CASA Ceremony June 5 at 1:30 p.m. (Keith 
York) 
GA attenders meet after June 10 service 
(Jean Sherbeck) 
Circle of UU Pathfinders June 10 at 12 
noon (Petra Berger) 
Newly listed community events: 
GALA Chorus at Chemeketa, June 9, 7:30  
Oregon Peace Works benefit at UUCS June 
11 features Dick Meyer and Mark Babson 

 

News of the UUCS Community 
Long-time member Jane Fields was the 

honoree at last week’s festive Women’s Alli-
ance end-of-the-year dinner. Jane will cele-
brate her 90th birthday on June 12th already 
knowing that many in our community offer her 
the heartiest of greetings! 

And Harold Hutchinson celebrated his 
91st birthday with his two sons, Harold, Jr. 
and Tom, of Portland. 

On the topic of longevity, there is festivity 
as well as grieving: 95 year old Betty Reese 
learned of the death in St. Paul, Minnesota, 
of her 92 year old sister Hazel. Daughter 
Mary of Portland and son Chuck of Salem 
flew there and thoughtfully sent Betty a me-
mento of the memorial service, a bouquet of 
roses and carnations. 

When Marge and Dick French learned a 

week ago Saturday of the death of Marge’s 
94 year old brother, Paul Bowden, of Yakima, 
Washington, they left immediately to comfort 
his wife Genieve and the dedicated caregiv-
ers who had provided the couple around-the-
clock nurturance and support.  

The previous Sunday in church Dick 
French lit a candle in memory of Charles 
Purtyman, UUCS member, who died re-
cently. Dick recalled his dedication to botany, 
especially to the raising of prize-winning 
hostas in his reclusive setting east of Scotts 
Mills. 

Cathie Olcott, so many years providing 
full-time care of her late husband, Gordon, 
has dedicated herself to some “catching up” 
time for herself. After her successful, though 
arduous, trip several months ago through 
Mexico’s Copper Canyon, she traveled by 
train to Seattle to visit her daughter, and this 
week she’s in Ashland at the Shakespearean 
Festival seeing five plays, none of them by 
Shakespeare! 

Pam and Ernie Williams recently re-
turned from a week’s visit in Chicago with 
granddaughter Amanda, whose husband 
Beto had just completed his first year of law 
school at Northwestern University. Amanda 
took a week off from her work at World Mar-
ket to take them to special sites in the city, as 
well as to visit with friends of the late Rox-
anne Donavan. 

Summer Newsletter Schedule 
As usual during the summer, the newsletter will appear monthly in June, July, and 

August.  Please PLAN AHEAD so that you’ll be able to submit information for at least the 
next five weeks.  Deadlines are  

June 10      July 8      August 5 
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Kay Young’s daughter Sally Woolford 
and granddaughter Katie, from Cleveland, 
Ohio, spent two weeks visiting here and at 
the family beach home south of Yachats.  Ka-
tie has just completed her freshman year at 
Miami University of Ohio. 

Meanwhile, Kay’s Salem daughter, Jane 
Manning and her close friend Gene Fewx, 
are traveling for two weeks in Europe –
Amsterdam, the French countryside, and 
Paris. 

This past weekend Jo Bateman and son 
David flew to Taos, New Mexico, to attend 
the high school graduation of Jo’s grandson 
Forrest, who will attend Fort Leary College in 
Durango, Colorado. They planned also to visit 
Keith’s niece in Albuquerque. Meanwhile Jo’s 
son Douglas and his wife Libby attended the 
graduation of Jo’s grandson Benjamin from 
Chapman College in Orange, California, 
where Benjamin had studied film-making. 

Most Unitarian-Universalists hope that 
their children will embrace the faith and 
community we value and share, but experi-
ence shows that many leave the church.  
However, some return years later, as have 
Doug and Libby Bateman, now members of 
the Corvallis Unitarian Fellowship, where 
Libby sings in the choir. 

 

Lydia Gutierrez and Alma Marianos re-
cently went to Boston to attend the gradua-
tion from Tufts University of Alma’s daughter 
Sia, who will enter graduate school at Har-
vard University in the fall. 

Pam Ruona and husband John Tho-
mas Maluski and their son Dominic are re-
turning to Salem after three years in South 
Korea.  Pam expects to arrive on June 2 and 
the others two weeks later. During the sum-
mer they will house-sit for Pam and Craig 
Moro, 1475 Saginaw Street S, Salem, 503-
585-4464. After June 18 Pam can also be 
reached at her new job at the Oregon Health 
Care Association in Portland, 503-726-5260. 

On a personal note, two of our grand-
children are graduating from high school, 
Bonnie Earle from Wilsonville High. Bonnie is 
the eldest of daughter Maren Tunks’ children. 
Sophia DePillis will graduate from Garfield 
High School, Seattle. She’s the younger of 
daughter Kristin Bedell’s two children; Sophie 
will attend Colorado College, in Colorado 
Springs in the fall. 

Have you news to share with our com-
munity? It only works if you send it on.Shar-
ing is one of our most treasured forms of 
caring. 

Joan Erickson 
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SUNDAY SERVICE AND CHURCH SCHOOL 
10:30 a.m.    (Child Care Available) 

 
Sunday, June 3  “Consider the Lilies of the Field”     Reverend Richard R. Davis, 

Jane Fields, and Lise Adams Sherry 

Special music by Harpist Christiana Hannegan 

On this Sunday we observe our annual Unitarian Universalist ritual of the Flower Communion.  
Everyone is requested to bring a flower, cut for easy placement in a bouquet, to this service.  
Each person places the flower in what becomes the congregational bouquet – it visibly shows how 
the combination of our unique talents and qualities makes something more wonderful than any of us 
could create alone.  This service was originally conceived by the Rev. Norbert Capek, minister of 
the Unitarian Church in Prague, Czech Republic.  It’s become one of the central rituals of our 
movement. 
 

Sunday, June 10  “The Cycle of Life”    (Intergenerational Service) 
Lise Adams Sherry, Kate Lore, and Reverend Richard R. Davis 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem       
5090 Center Street NE 
Salem, Oregon  97317 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
THE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST 
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Board Chair:  Diana Nicholson-Nelson 
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   UUCS Calendar 
Monday,  

Wednesday, May 30  UU Meditation, 7:00 p.m. (every Wednesday) 
Saturday, June 2  Life Lines, 9:30 a.m. 
    Circle Suppers 
Sunday, June 3   Readers Forum, 9:15 a.m.  (and June 10) 
    Soup Kitchen, 12:45 – 1:45 p.m. 
    UUCS Potluck Picnic 
Monday, June 4  YRUU meeting, 7 – 9 p.m. (every Monday) 
Tuesday, June 5  CASA Ceremony, 1:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, June 6  Chat ‘n Craft, 7:30 p.m. (1st and 3rd Wednesday) 
Saturday, June 9  Bloomin’ UU Brunch, 9 – noon 
Sunday, June 10  Pathfinders, Noon 
    Newsletter Deadline, 11:30 a.m. 
Thursday, June 14  Board Meeting (Old & New Boards)  
Thursday, June 21  Dances of Universal Peace/Solstice Celebration, 7 p.m. 
Wed-Sun, June 20-24  UU General Assembly, Portland   See www.uua.org/ga 

 


