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Special Sunday, October 1   
The UUCS Shared Ministry Sunday Service 

and POTLUCK (also see page 3) is a new way to 
involve volunteers at UUCS.    

On Sunday, October 1, every UUCS mem-
ber and friend will be invited and encouraged to 
make a volunteer commitment to the life and minis-
try of our congregation.  If you are not able to at-
tend the service and potluck, you will be contacted 
by congregational leaders the next day, October 2.   

We know that each person has special tal-
ents and skills and we asking you to share those 
talents and skills in some aspect of our shared Uni-
tarian Universalist Ministry.   The UUCS doors are 
wide open.  Please come in to share in the life of 
the congregation.    

From Leah Knudsen 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
A Note of Thanks from Kate Lore 

 
I cannot begin to convey how deeply moved and surprised I was to receive your special of-

fering last week.  I have always been in awe of the generosity and love that exists among you, but 
this gesture was really over the top!  Thank you for teaching me so much about the power of love.  
I miss you greatly and cannot wait to return next June.  In the meantime, please feel free to stop in 
and see me at the Portland church anytime you go up North.  My work number is 503-228-6389, 
ext. 44.      

Love, Kate 
 
This issue was edited by Lois Nodland.  NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: 11:30 a.m., October 1, 2006.  Send news 
to editors@uusalem.org; put in workroom newsletter “mailbox,” or mail (marked “newsletter”) to church. 
 

 

In this Issue 
 

October 1 Service & Potluck, Kate’s 
Thanks 1 
Reverential Ramblings 2 
Diana’s Thoughts; Information Fair, 
Potluck, Alliance, Brown Bag 3 
Crop Walk, Readers’ Forum, Peace 
Lecture, Board Notes 4 
Firewood 5 
Sermon topics; Medicine Wheel, Win-
ter Eliot 6 
Board, Teams, Committees 7 
Calendar 8 



 2 

 

Reverential Ramblings 
 
 
 As you may know, at the beginning of my vacation I fell off my bike.  As soon as my 
shoulder hit the ground I knew that significant damage had been done – at my age (56), 
when bones are more brittle than they once were, you don’t just slam into the ground with 
such velocity and walk away unscathed.  The X-rays confirmed what was visibly obvious – 
my clavicle was fractured.    
 Surgery - in which the doctor would have sawed through the bone and wired it back 
in its original place - was an option, but the doctor said he didn’t think this was necessary 
unless I did a lot of heavy physical lifting in my work.   So I decided I would pass on this 
slice and splice option and learn to live with a slightly crooked clavicle.  I did wear a sling 
for a while, but no treatment was necessary.  Meanwhile – though some wondrous process 
I gratefully marveled at – my body went about the business of repairing the damage I had 
done to it.  Healing happened sooner than I thought it would, and as I write this just a cou-
ple of months after my accident I can scarcely tell I was ever injured.  Hurts happen, but so 
does healing.  It’s not some idealized fantasy. 
 And how healing is needed in our world.  So often in my ministry when I witness 
what some of you are going through – the loss of loved ones, life threatening illnesses, 
devastating familial conflicts, mental health problems, the prospect of job loss or economic 
ruin – I just want to cry.  My broken shoulder is as nothing compared the brokenness some 
of you have and are now experiencing.   
 The beginning words of a poem by Adrienne Rich come to mind:  “My heart is 
moved by all I cannot save.  So much has been destroyed.” 
 Those of us in the helping professions often come face to face with our limitations – 
there is so much we cannot save, so much pain and sorrow we cannot make go away.   
 And yet, perhaps there is more that all of us can do than we usually realize.  Just as 
our bodies undergo a natural healing process after they are injured (or fail to do so if they 
are not properly protected from infection) so do our hearts, minds and spirits go through a 
healing process after serious injury (or fail to do so if they fester with unresolved grief and 
heartbreak.)   
 As far as physical healing is concerned, usually the best thing we can do is clean 
the wound, step aside and let the natural forces of healing do their glorious work.  Yet with 
healing of the spirit we can be an integral part of the healing process – for ourselves and 
others.  We may not fully comprehend how such healing happens, but we do act as heal-
ing agents when we offer one another our empathy and compassion, when “we listen with 
our hearts as well as our ears” (a Life Lines Lay Ministry motto), when we are truly present 
with someone who is experiencing sorrow and loss.    

I believe we tend to underestimate the significance of our powers as healing agents 
because this is not something that is visible or measurable.  Yet the loving care we do give 
to one another is an energy that helps reconstitute a battered and bruised spirit.  Do you 
feel a special call to participate in such healing?  If so, please consider that your role on 
our Shared Ministry may be on our Life Lines Lay Ministry Team.    

Adrienne Rich completes her poem:  “I have cast my lot with those who, age after 
age, perversely, with no extraordinary power, reconstitute the world.”  Will you cast your lot 
with us? 

Love, Rick 
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Thoughts from the Board Chair 
 

Each month, various announcements and invitations land in the UUCS Board Chair mail-
box.  I well try to pass them on to you via the newsletter.  These invitations are a nice reminder that 
we are part of a larger UU community.  Many of you have been involved in the UU Pacific North-
west District for years (decades really) and may be  particularly interested in the events of other 
congregations and UU folk in the district.  If you want more information about any of the following, 
do not hesitate to contact me by phone or email.        
 Warmly Diana 
 

Invitations: 

The Congregation of University Unitarian Church (Seattle, WA) requests the honor of our presence 
at a fund-raising dinner.  They will be honoring 25 years of ministry of the Reverend Jon M. Luopa 
by initiating the Congregation's Social Justice Program Fund.  Saturday, September 30, 2006. 
The Congregation of East Shore Unitarian Church (Bellevue, WA) requests the honor of our pres-
ence at the Ordination of Julie Forest.  Sunday, October 8, 2006.  
Fundraising for the UUA 

Are you currently an active Friend of the UUA (meaning you've made financial contributions directly 
to the UUA)?  We have received notification that fundraising calls to Friends of the UUA will begin 
October 9th.   If you would rather not be called, Diana can tell you how to make that happen. 
Sante Fe 

Join Unitarian Universalists in Santa Fe, New Mexico, March 10 -18, 2007.  Pause, reflect, and 
meditate, see ancient Indian sites, experience art of Georgia O’Keeffe, walk a labyrinth, try a native 
sweat lodge, and soak in hot springs.  Led by Rev. Wayne Walder and Beverly Carr of Neighbour-
hood UU Congregation in Toronto.  See www.nuuc.ca for details. 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Volunteer Information Fair 
After the upcoming Sunday Service, on 

September 24, the UUCS Teams will have  
representatives available to explain their 
share of our shared ministry.  This is intended 
to help you to make informed decisions when 
you make your commitment the following 
Sunday, October 1.    

 

All Volunteer Potluck 

Join in a potluck immediately following the 

Sunday Service on October 1.  Please con-

sider bringing a main dish as desserts have 

been more than plentiful.  See you there!! 
 

Women’s Alliance 
The WOMEN'S ALLIANCE will have 

its first meeting of the new church year on 
Thursday, October 5, at 7 p.m. The continu-

ing "Getting to Know You" program series will 
feature Margaret Boyle as speaker.  All 
church women are invited to attend and to 
enjoy an evening of fun and friendship. 

 
Brown Bag Lunch Sermon Dis-
cussion Group  

Last spring I began having monthly 
brown bag lunches.  This past summer our 
intern minister Kate Lore enhanced this activ-
ity by having discussions about her upcoming 
sermon topics.  I would like to continue doing 
this.  Fall dates for this brown bag lunch will 
be on Friday, October 6, November 3 and 
December 8 at 12:00 p.m.  October’s dis-
cussion will be a really big one: “Religion” – 
What is it?  What isn’t it? What role does it 
play in our lives? Is it helpful, harmful, neu-
tral? What light do different religious traditions 
have to shed on this subject?  

Rick Davis 
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Salem Crop Walk 
Sponsored by Church World Service, the 

Crop Walk is an interdenominational commu-
nity event, raising money for hunger issues, 
both locally and abroad. This year's walk will 
be on Sunday afternoon, October 8, start-
ing at 1:30 p.m. from the north steps of the 
Capitol.  Make a difference in a world of hun- 
 

 
ger and need: participate in this important 
event!  To enroll in the program please con-
tact Dick Boyle or any member of the Social 
Action Team in Hanneman Fellowship Hall 
after Sunday services through October 1. 
Thanks! 

Dick Boyle, Co-Chair, Social Action Team  
 

Reader’s Forum Begins October 1Reader’s Forum Begins October 1Reader’s Forum Begins October 1Reader’s Forum Begins October 1    
The first fall meeting of our Sunday morning book discussion group, the Reader’s Forum, is 

October 1 at 9:15 a.m. Please join us before church in Hanneman Fellowship Hall for coffee and 
conversation. The conversation is lively and far-ranging, so even if you haven’t read the week’s se-
lection, you’ll still fit right in. Copies of our selections are available at Jackson’s Books, 320 Liberty 
SE.  

Our first book is Nevada Barr’s Seeking Enlightenment Hat by Hat: A Skeptic’s Path to Re-
ligion. G. P. Putnam’s Sons: New York. 2003. 

In Seeking Enlightenment Hat by Hat mystery writer Nevada Barr turns inward to create a 
collection of short essays sharing her own skeptical spiritual path. Having stated “I would occasion-
ally run across someone who seemed to truly know God, and I realized that religion, like a bad tou-
pee or a face lift gone sour, is only obvious when it's done badly.”  Barr’s essays are often witty, 
sometimes thought-provoking, but never done badly.  

Discussion TopicsDiscussion TopicsDiscussion TopicsDiscussion Topics    
Oct. 1:Oct. 1:Oct. 1:Oct. 1: Introduction, On Getting Into Heaven, Forgiveness, Gratitude, Sin (pp. 1-30) 
Oct. 8:Oct. 8:Oct. 8:Oct. 8: Addiction, Justification, Judgment, Turning the Other Cheek, Prayer, Fear (pp. 31-58) 
Oct. 15:Oct. 15:Oct. 15:Oct. 15: Stillness, Humility, Spiders and Old Men, Marriage, Lies (pp. 59-85) 
Oct. 22:Oct. 22:Oct. 22:Oct. 22: Religion, Vanity, Betrayal, An Argument for Life After Death, Things (pp. 86-112) 
Oct. 29:Oct. 29:Oct. 29:Oct. 29: Sex, Guilt, The Word, Things That Go Bump in the Night, Children of God, Do Animals 
              Have Souls? (pp. 113-144) 
Nov. 5:Nov. 5:Nov. 5:Nov. 5: Darlin’, Faith, Flip-flops, Girlfriends, and Levi Jackets, Salvation (pp. 145-168) 
Nov. 12:Nov. 12:Nov. 12:Nov. 12: An Ordinary Life, Pain, Taking Shit, Service, Seeing (pp. 169-188) 
Nov. 19:Nov. 19:Nov. 19:Nov. 19: Church, Repentance, Bits of String, Evil, Commitment, Alternate Lives, What If, Seeking 
               Enlightenment Hat by Hat (pp. 189-222) 
Nov. 26:Nov. 26:Nov. 26:Nov. 26: No Reader’s Forum (Thanksgiving Weekend) 
Dec. 3:Dec. 3:Dec. 3:Dec. 3: First Discussion of Our Next Book 
            ___________________________________________________________________1 
 
 
17th Annual Salem Peace Lecture 

As in the past, UUCS is a co-sponsor 
of the Peace Lecture, which will take place 
this year on Wednesday, October 18 at 7:30 
p.m. at Hudson Hall in the Mary Stuart 
Rogers Music Center at Willamette Univer-
sity.  John Heffernan will speak on "Genocide 
in Darfur: Lessons for the World." Mr. Heffer-
nan is Director of the Genocide Prevention 
Initiative at the United States Holocaust Me-

morial Museum.  The lecture is free and open 
to the public. 

Dick Boyle 
Co-Chair, Social Action Team 

 
Board Meeting Highlights 

The board met Thursday, September 
14.  Members present were Chair Diana 
Nicholson-Nelson, Vice Chair Leah Knudsen, 
Secretary Phil Cogswell, Past Chair David 
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Boaz, Pastor Rick Davis-ex officio, and mem-
bers Lois Nodland, Lori Jenkins, Vicki Cun-
ningham, Elsa Struble, and Dennis Ehrp.  
Members absent were Treasurer Paul Rice 
and  Don Fries.  Also present were Director of 
Religious Education Lise Adams Sherry and 
guests George Struble, Kay Cogswell and 
Chuck Howard. 

Finance Committee chair George 
Struble reported that Kay Cogswell had 
agreed to be Canvass Director for the coming 
campaign.  The board approved a motion ap-
pointing her to that position. 

Treasurer Paul Rice reported that we 
have received only 75 per cent of the antici-
pated income for the first two months of the 
fiscal year (July and August).  Since income 
is behind, he recommended caution in taking 
on any new spending initiatives. 

DRE Lise Adams Sherry reported that 
Children’s Religious Education classes would 
begin September 17 (games and getting to 
know each other) with regular classes begin-
ning September 24.  YRUU’s were scheduled 
to begin Monday Sept. 18.  She said there 
were still eight vacancies for RE teachers. 

Lise also reported that Mark Babson 
had been hired as the new associate director 
of religious education, and several board 
members commended his choice.  The board 
approved a motion to accept the action taken 
by the DRE and Personnel Committee re-
garding his hiring for September and October 
and to act at its October meeting on the rec-
ommendations of the Personnel Committee 
regarding job description and salary for No-
vember onwards. 

Minister Rick Davis reported that 
plans were progressing for the volunteer 
stewardship campaign in October. 

Rick also recommended that the Life 
Lines Lay Ministry be officially designated as 
a team, in keeping with members’ wishes.  
The board approved a motion to that effect, 
although some members opined that they 
already viewed Life Lines, as a ministry, as 
being above a team in the organizational 
structure. 

Also acting on Rick’s recommenda-
tion, the board approved a motion authorizing 

John Casey to officiate at weddings, as he 
did for the previous congregation of which he 
was a member. 

Finance Committee Chair George 
Struble reported that the special collection for 
Intern Minister Kate Lore brought in at least 
$1,080. 

The board approved a motion that the 
Capital Fund balance and any identifiable 
Capital Fund contributions in the future be 
used to pay down the mortgage. 

The board approved the following 
team/committee chairs: Fellowship: Lori Jen-
kins; Social Action: Dick Boyle, Erin Zysett; 
Performing Arts: Dennis Ehrp; UU Connec-
tions: Chuck Howard; Membership: Anne 
Alexander, Kay Cogswell; Communications: 
Louise Meyers, Phil Cogswell; Sunday Ser-
vices: Phil Carver; Finance: George Struble; 
RE: Christine Deblock, Beth Malouf; Person-
nel: Joel Martin; Life Lines Lay Ministry: Ellen 
Howard.  Margaret Boyle is chair of the 
Nominating Committee per election by the 
congregation.  The new chair of the Opera-
tions Committee remains to be named. 

The board has scheduled a planning 
retreat for the evening of Friday, October 27 
and for Saturday October 28. 

Phil Cogswell, Secretary 
* * * * * * * * 

Firewood Available 
We have some moderately dry oak 

(mostly) firewood available, from a large na-
tive oak that toppled over behind the church 
last winter.  I’m not sure what price to ask for 
it, but I can attest that it was split the old-
fashioned way.  I can load and deliver it, for a 
little extra.  My truck will hold about 1/3 cord.  
If you’re interested, call me before the rains 
set in. 

Tom Lancefield 
 

 
Community News Correction:  Delores Lusk 
has moved, not to Independence-Monmouth 
(that's where she's from) but to south Salem.  
Elsa Struble sends apologies for inserting the 
wrong location into the previous issue. 
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SUNDAY SERVICES 

10:30 a.m.  
 

September 24   “The Buck Stops Here”              The Reverend Richard R. Davis 
 
 Perhaps the greatest blindness afflicting humankind is our deep seated reluctance to see and 
honestly acknowledge our own complicity in the ills of life, both large and small.  It’s easier to 
point fingers and blame others.  Yet sometimes, we all come to that place where we are called to 
say, “this buck stops here – I’m part of the problem and I must take responsibility.”  
 
October 1       “Fully Embodied”               The Reverend Richard R. Davis 
 
 This fall we are issuing the most comprehensive and inclusive for all members and friends to 
join us in fulfilling Our Shared Ministry here at UUCS.  There are so many opportunities to partici-
pate in the life of the congregation, and on this Sunday we will be asking each member and partici-
pating friend to make a volunteer commitment for the coming congregational year.  Each one of us 
has unique and vital gifts to share.  (Those who are unable to attend this service will be contacted 
by phone by Volunteer canvassers the following day.)  
 

The Volunteer Potluck will follow this service – see page 3. 

 
October 8            "UN Month Tribute to the Peace Corps"      Sunday Services Team 
 

The Peace Corps’ activities are a poignant counterpoint to the battles of our troops:  we of-
ten forget that the Peace Corps also wages battles for human minds around the globe.  In honor of 
UN Month we'll hear from two former Peace Corps volunteers with contrasting stories but a singu-
lar purpose--making peace viable. Wenonoa Spivak served in Nicaragua, and Bob Arias served in 
Colombia. 
 

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

Medicine Wheel Workshop at Shalom Prayer Center, Mount Angel 
 The Adult RE program is facilitating an opportunity to participate in a day long workshop, 
entitled “An Autumn Prayer of Gratitude and Earth Keeping,” on Saturday, October 28, in Mount 
Angel at the Shalom Prayer Center at the Queen of Angels Monastery.  The fee is $60 (lunch in-
cluded) and registration requires a $30 deposit. To register or ask questions, please contact me 
(beth.malouf@comcast.net or 503-365-7002) by October 20.                Beth Malouf 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Winter Eliot 

Make a commitment to your family to spend Dec. 28 - Jan. 1 (NEW YEAR'S) with your UU 
extended family.  Eliot is a retreat from the busyness of the holidays in a warm, cozy, friendly at-
mosphere.  Winter traditions include music and signing, letting go of "old" stuff in a boat burning on 
the lagoon, and an intergenerational dance followed by a Midnight Feast.  Time for naps, quiet and 
rest too.  Seabeck Conference Center is located amid tall cedar and fir trees on the shores of the 
Hood Canal, at the foot of the Olympic Mountains.  Meals are served family style. Come find out 
how good life still is and how simple happiness can be.  More information and registration forms 
available at www.eliotinstitute.org or 206-374-2497.  Contact registrar@eliotinstitute.org. 



 7 

2006-2007 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Chair: Diana Nicholson-Nelson,  
David Boaz, Past Chair 
Vice Chair: Leah Knudsen 
Secretary: Phil Cogswell 
Treasurer: Paul Rice  
 
 

Directors:  
Lois Nodland  
Dennis Ehrp   
Elsa Struble   
Vicki Cunningham 
Lori Jenkins  
Don Fries

 
Team/Committee Chair/Leader 
      TEAMS  
Fellowship Lori Jenkins 
Social Action Dick Boyle 

Erin Zysett 
Performing Arts Dennis Ehrp 

 
UU Connections Chuck Howard 

 
Membership Anne Alexander 

Kay Cogswell 
Operations Tom Lancefield 

Need someone!! 
Communications 
 

Louise Meyers 
Phil Cogswell 

Sunday Services Phil Carver 
Finance George Struble 
Religious 
 Education 

Christine Deblock 
Beth Malouf 

Lifelines 
 

Ellen Howard 

   COMMITTEES 

Building Use 
 

Mary Sohlstom  

Personnel 
 

Joel Martin 

Nominating Margaret Boyle, chair 
Ellen Howard,  
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   UUCS Calendar 
Wednesday, Sept. 20  Meditation, 7:00 p.m. (every Wednesday) 
    Chat ‘n’ Craft, 7 p.m.  Info: Kate Walker 
    RE Meeting, 7 - 9 p.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 23  RE Teacher Training, 9:30 a.m.  
Sunday, Sept. 24  Volunteer Information Fair, after services 

Circle Suppers 
Monday, Sept. 25  YRUU Meeting, 7 - 9 p.m. 
Wednesday, Sept. 27  Choir practice, 7:00 p.m. 
    Meditation, 7:00 p.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 28  DRE Cluster Meeting, 10:00 a.m. – 1 p. m. 
Sunday, Oct 1   Readers’ Forum, 9:15 a.m. (see page 4) 
    Every Member Volunteer Stewardship Campaign 
    After service POTLUCK 
Monday, Oct. 2  Volunteer Phon-athon. 
Thursday, Oct. 5  Women’s Alliance, 7 p.m. (see page 3) 
Friday, Oct. 6   Brown Bag Discussion with Rick, noon (see page 3) 
 
  .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .      
  Sunday Service topics are listed on page 6. 
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