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Adult RE Course:   Lifecraft: 

The Art of Meaning in the Everyday 
 
“We mortals are seekers of meaning. In response to the 
dual reality of being alive and having to die, we ques-
tion what life means while attempting to create meaning 
within it. . . . I call this—the art of meaning—lifecraft.” 

  — Forrest Church 
 
As a text, we will use Forrest Church’s book, Lifecraft: 
The Art of Meaning in the Everyday. In this book 
Church, senior minister at All Soul's Church in New 
York City, offers a group of meditations on the most 
challenging question each of us must face: finding 
meaning in daily life. Using the great art forms as a 
source, Church challenges many of the ways our cul-
ture seeks and defines meaning. Like evolving works of 
art, he suggests we consider our lives as a series of 

works in progress — the child project, the work project, the travel project — most of which we 
never finish. Otherwise, Church says, we inevitably think either too much or too little of ourselves. 
 
Join with others for an opportunity to consider how you find meaning in your own life. We will meet 
in the UUCS Library, 7 to 9 pm on the following Thursdays: 
 

November 2: Discuss pp. 3-24  November 16: Discuss pp. 67-94    
November 9: Discuss pp. 25-66  November 30: Discuss pp. 95-121 

 
Our meetings will begin promptly at 7 pm.  
 
For more information contact Don Wolf or Lise Sherry. 
 
 
This issue was edited by Lois Nodland.  NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: 11:30 a.m., October 29, 2006.  Send 
news to editors@uusalem.org, put it in workroom newsletter “mailbox,” or mail it (marked “newsletter”) to church. 
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Reverential Ramblings 
 

Late one afternoon this past June I wandered out to the edge of the little village of 
Simenfalva, Romania (in the Transylvanian region) where five of us from our congregation 
(Don Cleveland, Leroy Kline, Brian and Annie Reeder) were visiting our partner Unitarian 
Church.  It felt good to take in this picturesque scene in solitude.  I gazed over the red tile 
roofs covering every house and building, across the river to the bell tower of the Unitarian 
Church up on a hill, at the cows slowly wandering down from the pasture along the un-
paved roads back to their respective barns, at the woven basket displays in front of some 
Gypsy homes and then up again at the surrounding verdant hills.  Such amazing sights 
and sounds!  There I was in the region where Unitarianism was officially born over four 
centuries ago when King John Sigismund issued his Edict of Religious Toleration in 1568, 
giving our faith legal standing. 

The Rev Sandor Szen, my gracious host and now my collegial friend, told me that 
almost everyone in this off-the-beaten-path village, population 1,000, identifies as a Unitar-
ian (there is a small contingent of friendly Calvinists).  It’s all so different from our setting – 
socially, culturally and theologically.  I wondered what to make of it all. 

As I strolled along I heard a rhythmic rustling and peered through a hedge to see an 
old man cutting hay with his long bladed scythe (much like the ones we see being wielded 
in images of the grim reaper).  The old man took long graceful swings and down came a 
whole swath of grass.  This struck me as being more effective and efficient than someone 
with a noisy, polluting, gas powered weed whacker.  Periodically he would pause, take a 
whetstone out of his belt and bring his blade back to razor sharpness with a few lightening-
quick strokes up the long blade.  Then he would commence cutting again.  After a few 
more minutes he would pause and take a swig of water (or was it Palenka, the ubiquitous 
home brewed fruit brandy?) from a bottle.  Then he would start cutting again.  I envied him.   

One afternoon Sandor showed me how to swing a scythe and cut some high grass 
outside the parsonage – he was also very skillful at this.  No one would have mistaken me 
for a native, but I did fairly well.  After a time Sandor sharpened the blade for me (this is 
not a skill you can learn in one easy lesson), and I continued cutting.  I so enjoyed this an-
cient method of mowing that I began to think I would buy one of these scythes in Transyl-
vania, bring it home and use it to cut the tall grass around our own church – it would be 
good exercise and would amuse and delight the landscaping crew.  But my pastoral fan-
tasy fell apart when I asked myself:  How would I get such an ominous looking tool through 
customs?  When would I find the time to get out and cut the grass like this?  Still … maybe 
someday.   

Who knows exactly how our friendship with our Unitarian kin in Simenfalva will in-
fluence us?  Certainly, there are good friendships to be forged and new practices and per-
spectives to be gained.  But first, more of us must meet one another.  Our hope is that 
more of you will make this wondrous and delightful journey to the birthplace of Unitarian-
ism.  You will have an opportunity to see a number of ancient Unitarian Churches and 
other fascinating sights off the heavily beaten tourism paths in Europe in a section of the 
world only accessible to us in recent years.   Does such a rare and unique opportunity in-
trigue you?   Let’s talk, for more such journeys lie in our future.                Love, Rick 
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Lise’s Letter . . . 
 

Do you know how fabulous the youth 
in our denomination are?  I mean do you 
really, really, truly Know?  I attended my first 
full “Con” (youth conference) as an advisor 
this weekend and rediscovered this all over 
again. 

About 180 youth (ages 14-20) 
converged on B’nai B’rith Camp outside of 
Lincoln City to worship, attend workshops, 
participate in and watch the No-Talent Show, 
dance, and get to know other UUs from our 
district.  The fantastic thing about youth cons 
is that they are completely planned, organized 
and run by our youth—adults act in 
supporting roles only—and our youth love 
them.  For this Con, they came from as far 
north as Vancouver, BC and as far east as 
Moscow, Idaho.  Let me tell you a few of the 
highlights I experienced. 

It is a tradition to have a No-Talent 
Show at every youth Con.  As the name 
implies, talent is not required (although it is 
allowed).  Rather, this show is an opportunity 
to take a risk and do something in a safe place 
you might not have the nerve to do anywhere 
else.  Yes, it is safe to sing, or do a stand-up 
comedy act, and flop, without ridicule in front 
of approximately 180 youth.  I witnessed it.  
People sang out of tune, told horrible jokes, 
and risked their dignity time and again.  Yet 
every performer received hoots and hollers of 
encouragement and thunderous applause.  I 
was moved to tears.  Our youth walk the talk 
of the inherent worth and dignity of every 
person.   

An important component of every Con 
is the Spirit Committee.  This is the group, 
composed of youth and adults, that monitor 
and remind (if necessary) all participants of 
the Con rules.  In a nutshell, the rules are: no 
sex, no drugs, respect and include all.  Groups 
from the committee patrol, chat with folks 
and hand out candy.  If there is an allegation 
that the rules have been broken, the 
Conference Affairs Committee (CAC) 
convenes to settle matters and decide 

consequences.  The system works;  I saw it in 
action.  Unfortunately, a youth brought some 
drug paraphenalia to the con.  Difficult 
discussions took place, parents were phoned, 
consequences given, and I am sure that 
particular youth will think long and hard 
before repeating such behavior again.  There’s 
justice, equity, and compassion in human 
relations before our eyes.  I believe our future 
is looking brighter all the time.     
 
Religious Education Dates To Note   

 

Adult Wed., Oct. 18 – RE Team meeting, 
7:30 PM in RE wing.  We welcome more 
members.  Contact Christine Deblock if inter-
ested. 
 
Adults Fri., Oct. 20 – Deadline to register for 
OWL (Our Whole Lives Sexuality Curricu-
lum) teacher training.  Training is Nov. 3-5 in 
Oregon City.  Talk to Lise Sherry if inter-
ested. 
 
All Sat. Oct. 28 – RE Potluck in the Fellow-
ship Hall.  Come play games and sing songs.  
All are welcome, 5:30-8:30. 
 
Children Sun., Oct. 29 – Special Sunday.  
Instead of regular RE classes, children will 
participate in activities celebrating Halloween 
and Day of the Dead.   
 
All Sun., Oct. 29 – Second annual costume 
parade after the service featuring our own 
congregation members of all ages. 
 
Youth/Adult Thurs., Nov. 2 – Adult RE 
course titled Lifecraft: The Art of Meaning in 
the Everyday begins in the library from 7-9 
PM.  The course will run Nov. 2, 9, 16, and 
30.  Talk to Don Wolf or Lise Sherry for more 
info. 
 
Children Sun., Nov. 5 – Children worship 
with adults in the sanctuary for the first 15 
minutes then go to their RE classes. 
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Peace Lecture Tonight 
UUCS is a co-sponsor of the 17th Annual 

Peace Lecture on October 18. The topic will 
be "Genocide in Darfur: Lessons for the 
World." Speaker John Heffernan is Director of 
the Genocide Prevention Initiative at the 
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum.  
The lecture begins at 7:30 p.m. in Hudson 
Hall in Willamette University’s Rogers Music 
Center; admission is free. 

Dick Boyle, Social Action Team 

Reader’s Forum  
The Sunday morning book group contin-

ues to discuss Nevada Barr’s Seeking 
Enlightenment Hat by Hat: A Skeptic’s Path 
to Religion, a collection of short essays about 
her own skeptical spiritual path.  The next two 
weeks they will cover pages 86-144.  Even if 
you haven’t read the selections, you’ll enjoy 
the comments of those who have!  Contact 
Don Wolf for more information. 

 
Soup Kitchen 
 
The next soup kitchen will be held on Sun-
day, October 22 at Jason Lee Methodist 
Church.  Please contact me if you are inter-
ested in volunteering to set up and serve or to 
provide soup.  The need is growing.  We 
have had 60 plus people attend the last few 
months, so extra volunteers and soup are 
needed.  
 
Orientation Invitation 

Orientation for new members who would 
like to learn more about Unitarian Universal-
ism and the Salem Congregation are invited 
to join Reverend Rick Davis and the Mem-
bership Team at a "Mini-Orientation” class on 
October 22.  The class is in Rick's office after 
the Sunday Service and will last about an 
hour.  Child care is planned.  Those who at-
tend will meet other seekers and will learn 
about the development of Unitarian Univers-
alism and of its seven guiding principles.  For 
those wishing to explore membership in the 
Salem Congregation, a "Path to Membership" 
class will follow on November 5.  All are wel-
come to these classes. 

The Membership Team 
Committee on Ministry 

On October 22 the Committee on Minis-
try will be available to meet with members of 
the congregation in the front of the sanctuary 
after the service. We strive to do this ap-
proximately three times a year to receive 
helpful feedback for our minister and the 
leaders of the congregation in order to fulfill 
the shared ministry of our congregation.  
Comments will be brought to the attention of 
the appropriate congregational leaders.  
Committee on Ministry members Harriet Trill, 
John Roy Wilson, Diana Bodtker, and Hud-
son Schweickert are looking forward to 
speaking with you. 

 
Salem Interfaith Hospitality 

UUCS will be hosting our SIHN families 
October 22-29.  You could still contact Rosa 
Barton or Loraine Stuart if you’d like to help. 

 
Religious Education POTLUCK 
 

Come to play games, carve pumpkins and 
have fun on October 28 in Hanneman Fel-
lowship Hall and the RE wing – 5:30 8:30 
p.m. Everyone is welcome!  (See page 3.) 
 

UU Artists 
Kristen Hunt is showing a few new 

pieces at Salem's Blue Pepper Gallery on 
Commercial Street throughout the month of 
October. She has an oil painting depicting 
Willamette's Waller Hall and the Great Maple 
that was removed a few years ago, as well as 
several pastels.  

John Casey has had one of his paint-
ings accepted for the 38th Annual Watercolor 
West exhibition in Brea, CA, this fall.  He also 
has a one-man show, which runs to Decem-
ber 8th, at the Hamersley Library at Western 
Oregon University in Monmouth.  His exhibit 
of paintings, prints, photography and sculp-
ture is titled “Explorations II. 
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Thoughts from the Board Chair 
 

 

Ebb and Flow 
 

On Thursday I came to the church an hour or so ahead of the board meeting in order to 
make copies and get ready for the other board members to gather.  I arrived to find Mike Berger 
working on organizing all of the “data” that was gathered through our Shared Ministry efforts.  Soon 
after, Paul Rice (treasurer) entered the office as well.  I was working at the copy machine, and was 
greatly surprised to hear Paul and Mike introducing themselves to one another.  How could it be 
that these two people were not already acquainted?  They both are such involved and committed 
church members.  Between the two of them, they have been involved in the activities of the Fel-
lowship Team, covenant groups, celebrant/anchors, Sunday Services Team, church finances and 
a number of other things, I am sure.  How is it that they had not yet met? 
 Upon reflection I am aware that for most of us there is an ebb and flow to our involvement 
at church.  There are times when we proceed steadily and continuously, and times when we fall 
back or recede.  Sometimes work, family or other commitments keep us from being able to engage 
fully.  At other times we may just need some “room” to reevaluate what we want and need from 
church life.  And then there are times when we notice that our involvement at church helps to feed 
and sustain us.  We recognize the benefits of regular attendance on Sunday mornings or serving 
on a committee.  We enjoy the laughter, comfort and inspiration that we receive at church.  We 
want to be fully engaged. 
 One of the definitions that I found for “flow” was “to move with continual shifting of compo-
nent parts”.  What a perfect metaphor for church life.  Each committee, team or special interest is a 
component part.  Indeed, each individual is a component part.  Each moves independently, yet the 
movement of one often impacts the movement of another.  We will each engage in different ways 
at different times.  It is fortunate that we are a large community, because then we can trust that 
there will always be somebody to take care of whatever needs to be done. 
 The highlights of our last board meeting (in this newsletter) reflect the reality of the ebb and 
flow within our church community.  Ellen Howard is stepping down from the Nominating Commit-
tee, in part so that she can stay fully engaged with her leadership of the Life Lines Lay Ministry 
Team.  Thanks to Ellen for her thoughtful consideration of how she can best be involved. Also 
mentioned is the fact that Dennis Harrison has resigned as our custodian.  Dennis really took own-
ership of that job, and he will be greatly missed.  On the flow side, it is exciting to acknowledge the 
level of energy that Mike and Petra Berger have committed to maintaining the efforts of our Shared 
Ministry project.  I am confident that if you volunteer in any way at church, you will benefit from the 
activities of our newly formed Volunteer Support Team.   
 Thanks to each of you, whose continual shifting contributes to the richness and the com-
plexity of our community. 

Diana  
 

 

Public Forum October 24 
The League of Women Voters is the 

principal sponsor of “Finding a new Definition 
of Security,” a panel discussion at Loucks 
Lecture Hall in the Salem Public Library at 
7:00 p.m. Tuesday, October 24th.  Partici-
pants will be Willamette Law School’s Jim 
Nafziger, Oregon’s director of Homeland Se-
curity and Emergency Management Kenneth 

Murphy, Medford UNA chapter president 
Russy Sumariwalla, and Mercy Corps repre-
sentative Michaela Ledesma.   
 

UUCS Community News  

Congratulations to UUCS artist Ann 
Kresge, who was invited to show her work in 
the 20th annual Women in Art exhibit at the 
National Museum in Washington, D.C.! She’ll 
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not be able to attend the opening next month 
because she’s also the artist-in-the-schools at 
four S-K elementary schools, teaching six 
sessions in each school connecting students 
with Recycled Art, currently the featured 
show at WU’s Hallie Ford Museum of Art. 

Donna Canning recently attended the 
50-year reunion of her graduating class at the 
University of South Dakota in Vermillion and 
enjoyed a family gathering in Mitchell. She’ll 
soon begin a series of radiation treatments 
following a lumpectomy for breast cancer. 
She anticipates being able to take her normal 
migratory snowbird flight to Lake Chapala, 
Mexico, before year’s end. It was Donna’s 
daughter, Lauren Canning, who made ar-
rangements for an extensive tour of the 
United Nations two weeks ago for Marge and 
Dick French. Since leaving work at Cheme-
keta almost twenty years ago Lauren has 
served as an administrator in the U.N. Devel-
opment Project. 

Long time UUCS member Irene 
Jones has moved from Salem to a retirement 
community in Portland, allowing her to be 
closer to her son Larry, who lives in Hood 
River.  

Stella Jean Hill recently spent sev-
eral weeks in Tacoma visiting daughter Kath-
ryn Ann Fisher and granddaughter Tasia, 
now a senior at Seattle University. Stella 
Jean’s arthritis has seriously limited her mo-
bility and she must now rely on others for 
transportation. 

Congratulations to Cheryl Randall on 
the birth of her fourth grandchild, William 
Henry Thieke, to daughter Jennifer and her 
husband, Tim Thieke, of Farmingdale, Long 
Island, New York! We reported the births of 
William’s older siblings Charlotte and Natalie 
several years ago and can identify with 
Cheryl’s delight at being able to visit them in 
her retirement and note their growth and de-
velopment. 

Anne Alexander anticipates recuper-
ating and rehabilitating at Marian Estates 
nursing facility in Sublimity following her knee 
replacement surgery this week. She will wel-
come your cards or visits. 

History buffs Claudia and Jim Koch 
returned recently from a two week tour of 

Western Europe, arriving in London and flying 
out of Berlin. Paying homage to Allied troops 
who fought in World War II took them to the 
famous battle sites, cemeteries, and memori-
als of the region. They were struck by the 
stark contrast in cemeteries of Allied and Axis 
powers, as well as the remaining contrasts 
between the former East and West Berlin, 
typified by the remnants of the infamous Ber-
lin Wall. 

Kay Young and her daughters Sally 
Wolford and Jane Manning, and Jane’s sons 
Tim and Scott, held a reunion at the family’s 
beach cabin at Yachats recently. Tim is a 
dentist in practice in Federal Way, Washing-
ton, and Scott is a graduate in environmental 
studies, ready to resettle in the northwest.  

Agnes Clark celebrated her 81st 
birthday last week with friends and family at 
her assisted living residence, Willson House.  
Her son Wally once again entertained the 
group with his piano playing.  She welcomes 
cards and visits from her UUCS friends. 

The UUCS community will be poorer 
for the loss of Roxanne Donovan, who died 
Saturday morning, October 14th.  Roxanne’s 
family, husband Rick Segal and son Peter 
and parents Lois and Virgil Donavan, are 
held close in the loving thoughts of their many 
friends at church.  

As life ends, so life makes new begin-
nings.  Jason and Jennifer Kimball and 
their son Eliot have recently welcomed little 
Asa into their family.  Asa was introduced to 
the congregation on Sunday, October 8th.  
Congratulations to his family! 

During the next two weeks Ken and I 
will travel in Italy, first in Florence on our own, 
and then in Rome with an Elderhostel.group. 
The study tour in Rome, conducted by Trinity 
College, Connecticut, has extra appeal in al-
lowing us to remain in the same hotel, adja-
cent to the Vatican, for the entire period. 

Have you news to share with the 
Community? It’s part of the ‘glue’ that holds 
us together as a unique group committed to 
caring for and about one another. 

Joan Erickson 
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Board Meeting Highlights  
The board met Thursday, October 12.   

Members present were Chair Diana Nichol-
son-Nelson, Vice Chair Leah Knudsen, 
Treasurer Paul Rice, Secretary Phil Cogswell, 
Past Chair David Boaz, Pastor Rick Davis-ex 
officio, and members Lois Nodland, Lori Jen-
kins, Vicki Cunningham, Elsa Struble, and 
Don Fries.  Member Dennis Ehrp was absent.  
Also present were Director of Religious Edu-
cation Lise Adams Sherry and Mike Berger. 

Volunteer Support Team:  Mike Ber-
ger discussed his proposal for a volunteer 
support committee, as previously recom-
mended by the Team Council.  The board 
approved a motion to establish a Volunteer 
Support Team and to ask Mike to be chair.  
Board members expressed appreciation for 
his ideas and willingness to take the lead on 
the team. 

Associate Director of Religious 
Education: Acting on the recommendation of 
the Personnel Committee, the board ap-
proved a motion approving the hiring of Mark 

Babson as Associate Director of Religious 
Education. 

Custodial care: The board learned 
with regret that Dennis Harrison has resigned 
as custodian for health reasons.  Board mem-
bers noted his diligent work and wished him 
well.  A motion was approved asking the Per-
sonnel Committee to proceed with finding a 
replacement.  For the meantime, a cleaning 
service has been retained. 

Nominating Committee: The board 
learned that Ellen Howard has resigned as a 
member of the Nominating Committee be-
cause of the press of other obligations.  
Members noted the many ways Ellen contrib-
utes to the congregation.  A replacement will 
be sought.   

The next board meeting will be at 7 
p.m., Thursday, November 9. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Phil Cogswell, Secretary 

 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

   UUCS Calendar 

Wednesday, Oct. 18  RE Team meets, 7:30 p.m. 
    Salem Peace Lecture, 7:30 p.m., Willamette Music Bldg. 
    Meditation, 7:00 p.m. (every Wednesday) 
    Chat ‘n’ Craft, 7:00 p.m.  Info: Kate Walker 
Saturday, Oct. 21  Landscape Work Party, 9:00 a.m. to noon 
Sunday, Oct. 22  Readers’ Forum, 9:15 a.m. (every Sunday) 

Orientation, after service 
    Visit with Committee on Ministry, after service 
    Soup kitchen, Jason Lee Methodist Church  
    SIHN families at UUCS, Oct. 22-29 
Monday, Oct. 23  YRUUs, 7:00 p.m. (every Monday) 
Wednesday, Oct.25  Meditation, 7:00 p.m. 
    Choir practice, 7:00 p.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 28  Medicine Wheel, Mount Angel  (Contact Beth Malouf.) 
    RE Potluck, 5:30-8:00 p.m. 
Sunday, Oct. 29  Diwali potluck with India-America group, 5:00 p.m. 
Monday, Oct. 30  YRUUs, 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, Oct.31  Meditation, 7:00 p.m. 
    Chat ‘n’ Craft, 7:00 p.m.  Info: Kate Walker 
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SUNDAY SERVICE AND CHURCH SCHOOL 
10:30 a.m.    (Child Care Available) 

 

 

October 22  “Religion:  A Curse or a Blessing?” The Rev. Richard R. Davis 

 
Religion is in the news a lot lately – unfortunately, much of it is bad news:  it seems to lie at the root 
of so much strife, intolerance, hate.  What path can take us away from this impasse?   Does religion 
play a legitimate role or not?  
 
October 29   “Up from Down Under”    Winifred Morice  

 

Be swept into the world of a child growing up in New Zealand and into her adventures traveling the 
world as a young adult.  Winifred is an accomplished author, teacher and speaker, including a suc-
cessful weekly TV cooking show.  Humorous and heartwarming, she has a quirky yet positive ap-
proach to life.    
 

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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