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Y'ALL COME to the Auction this  

Saturday Evening! 
 

Saturday's auction will be a not-to-be-missed 
event; come!  The food and decor alone — presented 
by Pam Williams, Sandra Meredith, Sharon Dearman 
and their capable crew — will be reason enough to 
come.  There are extraordinary treasures contributed by 
your fellow UUCS members that will be great bargains 

for you and will support our church.  Surely you haven't finished your Christmas shopping yet! 
Tickets can be bought at the door; they are $15, or two for $25.  Each ticket is a coupon 

worth $10 toward one auction item.  And you get wonderful food and beverages (yes, including 
wine) as part of your ticket price.  Come at 6:00 to peruse the auction lots, place silent auction 
bids, and eat.  The oral auction begins at 7:00. 

    See the insert in this newsletter for the catalog (as of Sunday evening!) of the auction lots. 
 

�������������� 

Women’s Alliance Christmas Bazaar 
Are you planning to bake some tasty treats for the holidays, or do you make unique handcrafted 

items? Share your talents by donating baked goods or handicrafts for sale at the church’s Christmas 
bazaar. 

The annual Christmas bazaar, hosted by the Women’s Alliance, will take place on Sunday, Decem-
ber 9. This festive event is your chance to purchase a wide variety of items just in time for Christmas 
giving, and to support the church at the same time. 

Bring your donated items to the church on Saturday, December 8, where members of the Alliance 
will be present from 12:00 to 4:00 to accept your donations. Donated items will be accepted at any time, 
but delivering them to the church on Saturday allows time to organize and price them ahead of time. 

Fifty percent of the proceeds from the Christmas bazaar will be donated to the landscape fund and 
50% to the minister’s discretionary fund. Please be generous and donate your handmade goodies and 
crafts, and be sure to attend the bazaar after the service on December 9! 

Catherine Carlson, Women’s Alliance 
 

This issue was edited by Lois Nodland. NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: 11:30 a.m. Sunday, November 25. Send 
news to editors@uusalem.org, put it in workroom newsletter “mailbox,” or mail it (marked “newsletter”) to church.  
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Reverential Ramblings 
 

It’s getting close to Thanksgiving — time for me to make a few obligatory comments about 
gratitude.  Don’t get me wrong — I am 110% in support of the attitude of gratitude.  It’s just that 
right now what I’d really be grateful for is to be relieved of the obligation of writing a newsletter col-
umn.  It’s the weekend, I’ve been going full tilt for quite some time, checking things off the top of 
my “to do” list at about the same pace as the list grows longer at the bottom.  How nice it would be 
just to erase this one obligation and not have to stare at my computer screen this Saturday, pray-
ing for inspiration, hoping to craft a meaningful and uplifting message.  

You know how it is, don’t you?  We can pile more on our plates than we realize as we walk 
through the buffet line.  We see all the things we must do, should do, could do, might do, and want 
to do.  My eyes tend to get bigger than my stomach.  I add more to my plate than perhaps I should.  
I’m not so good at saying, “No thanks, I don’t believe I need a helping of that.”   

One culprit here — and I do relish passing the blame to technology — is “time saving de-
vices.”  What a delusion.  The technology that enables us to do things quicker only means that we 
are tempted to pile more on our plates.  For example, I probably “save” several hours of research 
time when I write sermons these days because of the wondrous phenomena called “Google,” the 
search engine that produces helpful information on any subject within mere seconds and helps me 
bolster the false impression that I am near omniscient when I expound from the pulpit.  So, do I 
spend those “saved” hours in leisurely pursuits?  Of course not.  I just add extra endeavors to my 
plate so I can be yet more productive.   

That compulsion to be productive — now there’s another culprit.  If we re-wrote our first 
Unitarian Universalist Principle to be congruent with social norms it would have to say, “We cove-
nant to affirm and promote the worth and dignity of all people who pull their own weight and are 
perpetually productive.”  The message society implicitly teaches is that our worth is dependent 
upon our doing productive and useful things rather than inherent in our being (as our first principle 
actually says).  And of course, we can never do enough to earn the elusive sense of it being 
enough to justify our existence.   

These are a couple of the dynamics at work that leave me feeling like I have too many balls 
in the air and wishing I could just drop this newsletter writing ball.  

So I’m wondering if it would be OK with all of you who read this column if just this once I 
don’t write anything?  Will you be sorely disappointed this time if there is just a blank page here 
where my “Ramblings” article usually appears?  Let me know for future reference because it’s too 
late now, isn’t it?   

In truth, when I get past my resistance to the meaningful tasks and duties of my life, I am 
grateful that I have them to do.  Having something challenging to do — I know it sounds hackneyed 
— builds character.  It requires you to be responsible, persevere, stay focused, disciplined, and 
patient.  If life never set such opportunities before us we would not grow. 

This Thanksgiving, as you count your blessings, why not pay special attention to the hidden 
ones that may appear as something you sometimes want to wish away?  

Love, Rick 
 

Introduction to Spiritual Companioning  
In this introductory course taught by Rev. Connie Yost, a UU Community Minister, we will learn 

about spiritual companioning. You will have a chance to discern if it is something you are inter-
ested in at this time in your life.    

Through a group meditative process, you will have an opportunity to experience the process of 
going deeper into your own relationship with Spirit, which is at the heart of Spiritual Companioning. 

For more information, see the last UUCS Newsletter or contact Connie. 
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Lise’s Letter 

 
 I played some Christmas carols and sang along on the piano the other evening.  It was wonderful—it 
took me back to time spent singing carols while my mom played the piano, and the relaxing and joyful holi-
day atmosphere she created (relaxing for me because she did all the work!! ☺).  As this newsletter is mostly 
about upcoming events and opportunities, I’d like to encourage us all to take some time now to decide what 
is important or sacred about the holiday season for us. Then, pick a few things from that list and make sure 
they happen—baking cookies, helping at a soup kitchen, a solo hike in the woods—and try to let the rest go.  
Being intentional is difficult, but with practice it helps us deepen our lives and allows more room for grati-
tude.  Enjoy! 
 

Thank you to resigning co-chair and the rest of the Religious Education Team.  Beth Malouf is 
returning to regular team status after sharing the co-chair position with Christine Deblock for the last year or 
so. The RE Staff greatly appreciate their hard work and enthusiasm on behalf of the congregation.  Our other 
wonderful members are Micky Logan, Vicki Cunningham, Esther Friedman and Christi Olsen; please thank 
them all for their inspirational efforts when you see them.  Our next RE Team meeting is Nov. 21, 6-8 PM in 
the library—all are welcome. 

Calling all young musicians!  As the holidays approach and family and friends gather round, our 
intergenerational services offer the perfect opportunity for our younger members to showcase their musical 
talents.  If you would like to perform during one of our holiday services, please contact Rick or Lise. 

The kindergarten through second grade class is gathering toiletries for the homeless through 
Sunday, Dec. 9.  Travel sized and women’s feminine supplies are most welcome.  Donations may be left in 
the designated box in the fellowship hall.   

Coming of Age Program for 7
th
 and 8

th
 graders.  Many religious traditions celebrate the growth 

and development youth go through as they approach adulthood.  This time provides an opportunity for youth 
to question and evaluate their beliefs and think about the kind of people they would like to be.  As UUs it’s 
important to recognize this transition as well and I hope to offer a Coming of Age program later in the win-
ter.  If you or your youth are interested in participating, please let me (Lise) know as soon as possible. 

Time to start planning for the Women’s Retreat.  The retreat dates this year are March 14-16, but 
we need to start planning now!  If you’d like to lend your talents and enthusiasm, please contact Beth Ma-
louf.  Remember the “Rule of Five”—it take more than one or two people to make it happen! 
 

Religious Education Dates to Note 

  
Youth/Adult Wednesdays – Meditation in the Sanctuary, 7 PM 
Child Sundays – Choir practice, RE Commons, after church, contact Mark Babson for info. 
Adult Sundays – Reader’s Forum, Fellowship Hall, 9:15 AM; Young adult group (18 and over and out of 
high school), 5-7 PM, RE Wing 
All Sun., Nov. 18 – Intergenerational Thanksgiving Service, Children’s Choir sings, Guest at Your Table 
boxes distributed.  
Youth/Adult Mon., Nov. 19 – Poetic Journey, 7 PM, Fellowship Hall. 
Youth/Adult Wed. Nov. 21 – Thinking on Paper, a memoir/reflection group, 1st and 3rd Weds., 1 PM, li-
brary. 
Youth/Adult Wed. Nov. 21 – RE Team meeting, 6-8 PM, library. All are welcome! 
Watch the Sunday Bulletin for news of more events . . . 
 
Lise Adams Sherry, Director of Religious Education                      Mark Babson, Associate DRE 
      503/364-0932 

LIFESPAN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem 

November 14, 2007 
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Would You be a Good Life Lines Lay Minister? 
Kate Lore, our intern minister for the past two summers, shared with us a list of “characteristics of 

effective leaders.”  Among those characteristics were the following: 
 

• Respectful of others 
• Good listeners/responsive to others 
• Stays focused despite distractions 
• Passionate 
• Ability to communicate in a common 

language 
• Authentic 
• Humble 
• Love of humanity 
• Vision 
• Hard worker 

• Empowers others 
• Credibility 
• Clarity 
• Helps others see the possibilities of a 

new way 
• Willingness to take small steps  
• Flexibility 
• Learns from mistakes 
• Willing to take risks 
• High degree of self-awareness 

It seems to me that these are also characteristics of effective Life Lines Lay Ministers.  I’d like to 
highlight just three of these characteristics. 

The first is “passionate.”  Lay Ministers are passionate about service to others.  We bring joy and 
comfort to our own lives by building caring relationships. 

We have a love of humanity.  We believe that our spiritual lives are deepened by our love for our 
fellows and by putting that love into action every day. 

And we have vision.  Vision of a church community bound together not only by common values, but 
by our service to and love of each other. 

Think about your own characteristics.  Do your own passion, love of humanity and vision lead you 
to want to deepen and expand your spiritual life? 

The Life Lines Lay Ministry of our church will be training new lay ministers at a weekend-long re-
treat at Silver Creek Falls Conference Center February 8-10, 2008.  If you are interested in exploring 
this opportunity for service, call me.  We will be hosting a meeting soon in which your questions and 
concerns can be addressed.  We hope you will think about joining this important ministry of our church. 

Ellen Howard 

Future Staffing For UUCS 
What kind of staffing will help us meet the needs of our congregation?  Join us in the sanctuary 

right after service on November 25 or December 2 (or both!) for a conversation and some more details 
of our plan. Give us the benefit of your experience and thoughtful questions. Here is the proposed plan.  
It has two phases.    

Phase 1- Approved in concept by the UUCS board.  

• Hire a part-time church administrator, (in effect a business manager, who would report to the 
minister)  

• Create a more clerical/secretarial support position, also part-time 

• Establish an event coordinator position (this step now in progress) 

• Recreate the custodian/minor maintenance position 

Phase 2 is very nebulous, but would include a recognition of our needs for  

• More religious education staff 

• More ministerial staff 

• More music 

See you after church on either of these two Sundays. 

Vicki Cunningham for the Staffing Committee 
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Winter Clothing Drive 
The 9th annual winter clothing drive will 

continue through Sunday, November 18. A 
marked box will be in the foyer by the water 
fountain. Items needed are: used coats, jack-
ets, sweaters, winter hats, and gloves in good 
condition, plus new socks. Miniature toiletries 
and toothpaste are welcome. 

Thanks, Dick Boyle 
Social Action Team 

 
Pathfinders Circle  

Come and join a monthly circle of folks 
who want to expand their understanding and 
consciousness about UU principles and prac-
tice. Whether you are a newcomer, or have 
already come to UUCS, you are welcome. 

We will meet after the service (around 12 
noon) on November 18, and December 16 — 
usually the 3rd Sunday of the month 

Petra S. Berger  
 

SCUUPS Meeting 
You’re invited to the next meeting of the 

Salem Coven of Unitarian Universalist Pa-
gans or SCUUPS (pronounced “Scoops”) at 
the UUCS on Saturday, November 24 at 7 
p.m. We will perform a full moon ritual, share 
some refreshments and experiences and 
have a good time. All interested in paganism 
are invited to attend. For more info, contact 
Kate Walker or Mary Jo Eyler. 

Kate Walker 
 

UUCS Salon at the Blue Pepper 
November 26, 5:30 p.m. The UUCS Sa-

lon is for artists, writers, poets and actors who 
enjoy getting together for a coffee and dis-
cussion. We meet on the 2nd floor in the 
common room at the top of the stairs at the 
Blue Pepper Café downtown on Liberty 
Street.   

Discussion topic for November is The 
Arts as Social Action.  "Art is not only a form 
of action, it is a form of social action. For art 
is a type of communication, and when it en-
ters the environment it produces its effects 
just as any other form of action does."  Mark 

Rothko from The Artist's Reality: Philosophies 
of Art. 

For more information, please contact me.  

  Kristen Hunt 
 

Christmas Gift Tree  
The traditional Christmas Gift Tree will 

again be in the rear of the sanctuary this 
year, starting on Sunday, December 2. Re-
quests for wrapped gifts to be distributed to 
some of the impoverished mentally ill in 
Marion County will be attached to the tree.  
Take a request you would like to fill and bring 
your gift, with request attached, to the church 
no later than Sunday, December 16.  Your 
generosity is certainly appreciated.  If you 
have questions, please call me. 

 Dick Boyle, Social Action Team 
 

Board Meeting Highlights  
The Board of Directors met November 8.  

Members present were Vice Chair Vicki Cun-
ningham (presiding), Treasurer Elsa Struble, 
Minister Rick Davis (ex officio), and members 
Phil Carver, Dennis Ehrp, Bob Johnson, 
Louise Meyers, Paul Rice, and Don Wolf.    

New Board Member: Between its October 
and November meetings, the Board was noti-
fied of the resignation of Lois Donovan.  Her 
resignation was received with appreciation for 
her service.  In accordance with the bylaws, 
the Board approved a motion by e-mail vote 
appointing Paul Rice to fill the vacancy.  

Community Garden: The Board ap-
proved a motion supporting the Green Sanc-
tuary Committee’s exploration of a community 
garden at the east end of the overflow park-
ing lot. 

Special collection: On Rick’s recommen-
dation, the Board approved a special collec-
tion for the Pacific Northwest District’s 
(PNWD) intern minister fund. 

McMinnville Fund:  Also on Rick’s rec-
ommendation, the Board authorized estab-
lishing a “McMinnville Fund” that could 
process donations and expenditures for the 
newly forming McMinnville Congregation until 
it obtains its own tax-exempt status. 
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Operations Team:  The Board approved 
DeAnn Rathbun as co-chair (with Paul Parm-
ley) of the Operations Team. 

Safety Committee:  The Board approved 
a policy for the new Safety Committee and a 
motion making the committee part of the Op-
erations Team. 

Sabbatical Replacement: The Board ap-
proved retaining the Rev. Craig Moro to be in 
the pulpit two Sundays in January and to do 
pastoral counseling when Rick is on a one-
month sabbatical. 

The next Board meeting will be at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, December 13.  All congregation 
members are invited to attend. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Phil Cogswell, Secretary 

 
News of the UUCS Community 

On Monday of this week Dick French un-
derwent a highly technical medical procedure 
he termed “stereotactic radio,” radiation to a 
precise location in his brain stem to treat a 
trigeminal nerve disorder which has caused 
him periodic and intense facial pain over the 
last five years. Dick explains it as having 
originated with sharp blows to his head from 
the corner of an open, overhead cabinet door 
in his travel trailer, not just once but several 
times! Physicians treated the condition with 
various pain medications, ultimately to no 
avail, so resorted to radiation. By week’s end 
he should know whether he’s experiencing an 
end to the miserable siege! 

On November 21 Loraine Stuart will have 
surgery at Sunnyside Medical Center, she 
expects to be hospitalized for three days. 

There was no missing the joy in her face 
as Louise Meyers sat in church a week ago, 
her five-month-old granddaughter, Anastasia 
Hunter-Meyers in her lap. Seated next to her, 
daughter-in-law, Stephanie, pleased that she 
and her husband, Devin Meyers, are moving 
from Florida to Oregon. They’ll stay with 
Louise temporarily while Devin seeks work as 
a painter or landscaper. 

Bill Sea is convalescing at home now from 
his extensive surgery four weeks ago. Sur-
gery was followed by two and a half weeks in 
Intensive Care. He reports that he spends the 
majority of his days and nights sleeping, and 

that while he is able to move about the house 
and even walk to the mailbox, it’s all in slow 
motion. The entire recuperation, as he ob-
serves it, is moving more slowly than watch-
ing grass growing! Since the procedure 
included the removal of his pancreas he now 
is diabetic and must test blood sugar at fre-
quent intervals and administer shot insulin as 
indicated.  

Condolences to Christine Deblock and 
her family at the October 30 death of her fa-
ther-in-law, Gregory Deblock. Condolences 
also to Betsy and Dick Scott at the recent 
death of her father.  

Good news-bad news: Kelli McKnight is 
a first time grandmother, but after being in a 
car crash caused by another driver she’s liv-
ing with a cast on a fractured arm/wrist! 

Shelley Kennen, retiring chair of UUCS’ 
soup kitchen, a cooperative venture with 
other Salem congregations serving soup 
each Sunday at Jason Lee Methodist Church, 
reports high cooperation by volunteers and 
appreciation by those enjoying the soup 
lunch on October 28. The list of volunteers 
was incomplete but included servers Ri Brit-
ton and friends Josh Helt and Miguel 
Saavedra, Phil and Kay Cogswell. Soup 
providers were Ellen Howard, Dennis Ehrp, 
Petra Berger, Iris Sea, Shelley Kennen, 
and the Ericksons. 

On December 2 Shelley will direct one, fi-
nal “kitchen” at Jason Lee Methodist after 
which John Thomas Maluski will take the 
honors. Both soup donations and volunteers 
to serve are needed for this date. Please con-
tact Shelley or Dennis Ehrp, former chair. 

Lois Donovan will enjoy the Thanksgiving 
holidays in the sun of Cabo San Lucas on the 
southern tip of Baja, Mexico. She, her daugh-
ter Kelly and grandchildren David and Ann, 
who live in the cold of Eagle River, Alaska, 
will meet in Portland for the flight south.  

After thirty-four years’ living in a country 
home with spacious grounds in south Salem, 
Egon and Diana Bodker have purchased an 
older central Salem home with yard, but not 
room for the expansive gardens Diana has 
enjoyed over the years. The challenge is to 
address the years’ accumulation of stuff soon 
in order for it to be on the market.  
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B. Lee Coyne attended a Western WA 
Peace Retreat and has the conclusions 
reached at that retreat.  Contact him for fur-
ther information. 

Sharing our lives with one another contrib-
utes to our sense of “being community.” Send 
me news of your downturns as well as your 
highlights in order to allow this medium to ex-
ist. 
Joan Erickson  
 

UU Search Engine 

Check out the “UU-Swicki”! Here it is, 
ethical research on the Web.  Never again be 
at a loss for a confident, urbane, polished an-
swer to that question about “all you know 
about UU in 20 seconds.”  

It’s a good place to do fast, accurate re-
search about our Faith/faith. The UU-Swicki 

takes your search words and searches the 
Web in general.  

It does priority searching of the 50 Web 
sites that I thought were especially good Web 
resources about UU topics. 

Ernest Perez 
 

 

Christmas Wreaths 
 

Order yours after church until November 29.  
They’ll be delivered to the church in early De-
cember.  Beautiful hand made wreaths of 
Noble fir with pine cones, holly and ribbons 
and are made by farm workers wives.  Or call 
John Maluski  
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

SUNDAY SERVICE AND CHURCH SCHOOL 

10:30 a.m.    (Child Care Available) 

 
Sunday, November 18  “The Tale of Mushkil Gusha” 

An Intergenerational Service featuring the Performing Arts Team Players 
 
A Legend of Persia adapted by Phil Cogswell, directed by Dennis Ehrp, produced by the UUCS Performing 
Arts Team. 
Cast: Narrator - Virginia Corrie-Cozart, an old woodcutter - Dave Cozart, his daughter - Sophia 

Knudsen, a mysterious Holy One - Gloria Holland, a Princess - Kirby Geissler, an arrogant 
young man - Logan Geissler, a beggar boy - Kennen Sherry, a merchant - LeRoy Kline, a 
soldier - Dennis Ehrp  

 
Remember:  Bring a loaf of special bread – something you made or a kind you love.  We’ll supply 

butter, jam, and apple cider as we observe our annual Thanksgiving Communion. 
 
Sunday, November 25  “Jesus Was A Lefty Liberal”   The Rev. Mark Gallagher 
 
On this Sunday our minister Rick will be doing a pulpit exchange with his friend and colleague Mark Galla-
gher of the Michael Servetus UU Fellowship in Vancouver, WA. Regarding his sermon Mark writes:  “To 
judge by his most ardent public spokespersons, you would think Jesus was a market-venerating, saber-
rattling, empire-building champion of the traditional family. Nothing, as they say, could be further from the 
truth.” 
 
Sunday, December 2  “Eight Ways to Lose Your Balance”            The Rev. Richard R. Davis 
 
 Life can be a struggle.  As we enter the holiday season, with its frenetic busyness and pressures to 
consume and overindulge, things can get even more out of kilter.  We may lose our balance.   Some ancient 
Buddhist wisdom sheds light on this and names eight specific ways that we all can lose our balance.  It’s 
good to recognize what knocks you off balance, because then other options can be considered.  
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem 
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   UUCS Calendar 
Wednesday, November 14 UU Meditation (Compassionate Mind UU Sangha), 

7 p.m. (every Wednesday) 
Thursday, November 15  Dances of Universal Peace, 7 p.m. 
Saturday, November 17  Landscape Work party, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

UUCS Auction, 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday, November 18  Readers’ Forum, 9:15 a.m. (every Sunday) 
SIHN at UUCS (through November 25) 
9th Annual Winter Clothing Drive  
District Meeting 09 (see Rick’s 10/31 column), after service 
Pathfinders Circle, after service 

              Monday, November 19  The Poetic Journey, 7 - 9 p.m.  
    Addiction Recovery Ministry Support, 7 – 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, November 21 UU Meditation, 7 p.m.  

RE Team meeting to plan Women’s & Men’s Retreat, 7:15  
Chat & Craft, 7 p.m. (1st & 3rd Wednesdays)  

Thursday, November 22  Thanksgiving 

Saturday, November 24  Salem Coven of UU Pagans, 7 p.m. 
Sunday November 25  Readers’ Forum, 9:15 a.m. 
    UUCS Future Staffing Needs, 11:45 – 12:45 p.m. 
 NEXT Newsletter Deadline, 11:30 a.m. 
 Monks from Bhutan create a sand mandala 
Thursday, November 28  Spiritual Companioning Class, 7 – 9 p.m. 

(Also see the RE calendar on page 3.)  
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