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See the insert in this newsletter for the catalog (as of Sunday evening!) of the auction lots.

Women’s Alliance Christmas Bazaar
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Catherine Carlson, Women'’s Alliance

This issue was edited by Lois Nodland. NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: 11:30 a.m. Sunday, November 25. Send
news to editors@uusalem.org, put it in workroom newsletter “mailbox,”” or mail it (marked ““newsletter’”) to church.



Reverential Ramblings
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Introduction to Spiritual Companioning
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LIFESPAN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem
November 14, 2007

Lise’s Letter

I played some Christmas carols and sang along on the piano the other evening. It was wonderful—it
took me back to time spent singing carols while my mom played the piano, and the relaxing and joyful holi-
day atmosphere she created (relaxing for me because she did all the work!! ). As this newsletter is mostly
about upcoming events and opportunities, 1I’d like to encourage us all to take some time now to decide what
is important or sacred about the holiday season for us. Then, pick a few things from that list and make sure
they happen—baking cookies, helping at a soup kitchen, a solo hike in the woods—and try to let the rest go.
Being intentional is difficult, but with practice it helps us deepen our lives and allows more room for grati-
tude. Enjoy!

Thank you to resigning co-chair and the rest of the Religious Education Team. Beth Malouf is
returning to regular team status after sharing the co-chair position with Christine Deblock for the last year or
so. The RE Staff greatly appreciate their hard work and enthusiasm on behalf of the congregation. Our other
wonderful members are Micky Logan, Vicki Cunningham, Esther Friedman and Christi Olsen; please thank
them all for their inspirational efforts when you see them. Our next RE Team meeting is Nov. 21, 6-8 PM in
the library—all are welcome.

Calling all young musicians! As the holidays approach and family and friends gather round, our
intergenerational services offer the perfect opportunity for our younger members to showcase their musical
talents. If you would like to perform during one of our holiday services, please contact Rick or Lise.

The kindergarten through second grade class is gathering toiletries for the homeless through
Sunday, Dec. 9. Travel sized and women’s feminine supplies are most welcome. Donations may be left in
the designated box in the fellowship hall.

Coming of Age Program for 7" and 8" graders. Many religious traditions celebrate the growth
and development youth go through as they approach adulthood. This time provides an opportunity for youth
to question and evaluate their beliefs and think about the kind of people they would like to be. As UUs it’s
important to recognize this transition as well and | hope to offer a Coming of Age program later in the win-
ter. If you or your youth are interested in participating, please let me (Lise) know as soon as possible.

Time to start planning for the Women’s Retreat. The retreat dates this year are March 14-16, but
we need to start planning now! If you’d like to lend your talents and enthusiasm, please contact Beth Ma-
louf. Remember the “Rule of Five”—it take more than one or two people to make it happen!

Religious Education Dates to Note

Youth/Adult Wednesdays — Meditation in the Sanctuary, 7 PM

Child Sundays — Choir practice, RE Commons, after church, contact Mark Babson for info.

Adult Sundays — Reader’s Forum, Fellowship Hall, 9:15 AM; Young adult group (18 and over and out of
high school), 5-7 PM, RE Wing

All Sun., Nov. 18 — Intergenerational Thanksgiving Service, Children’s Choir sings, Guest at Your Table
boxes distributed.

Youth/Adult Mon., Nov. 19 — Poetic Journey, 7 PM, Fellowship Hall.

Youth/Adult Wed. Nov. 21 — Thinking on Paper, a memoir/reflection group, 1* and 3" Weds., 1 PM, li-
brary.

Youth/Adult Wed. Nov. 21 — RE Team meeting, 6-8 PM, library. All are welcome!

Watch the Sunday Bulletin for news of more events . . .

Lise Adams Sherry, Director of Religious Education Mark Babson, Associate DRE
503/364-0932



Would You be a Good Life Lines Lay Minister?
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Ellen Howard

Future Staffing For UUCS
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Vicki Cunningham for the Staffing Committee



Winter Clothing Drive
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Social Action Team

Pathfinders Circle
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UUCS Salon at the Blue Pepper
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Christmas Gift Tree
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Dick Boyle, Social Action Team

Board Meeting Highlights
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News of the UUCS Community
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ton and friends Josh Helt and Miguel
Saavedra, Phil and Kay Cogswell.
Ellen Howard, Dennis Ehrp,
Petra Berger, Iris Sea, Shelley Kennen,
and the Ericksons.
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SUNDAY SERVICE AND CHURCH SCHOOL
10:30 a.m. (Child Care Available)

Sunday, November 18 “The Tale of Mushkil Gusha”
An Intergenerational Service featuring the Performing Arts Team Players

A Legend of Persia adapted by Phil Cogswell, directed by Dennis Ehrp, produced by the UUCS Performing

Arts Team.

Cast: Narrator - Virginia Corrie-Cozart, an old woodcutter - Dave Cozart, his daughter - Sophia
Knudsen, a mysterious Holy One - Gloria Holland, a Princess - Kirby Geissler, an arrogant
young man - Logan Geissler, a beggar boy - Kennen Sherry, a merchant - LeRoy Kline, a
soldier - Dennis Ehrp

Remember: Bring a loaf of special bread — something you made or a kind you love. We’ll supply
butter, jam, and apple cider as we observe our annual Thanksgiving Communion.

Sunday, November 25 “Jesus Was A Lefty Liberal” The Rev. Mark Gallagher

On this Sunday our minister Rick will be doing a pulpit exchange with his friend and colleague Mark Galla-
gher of the Michael Servetus UU Fellowship in Vancouver, WA. Regarding his sermon Mark writes: “To
judge by his most ardent public spokespersons, you would think Jesus was a market-venerating, saber-
rattling, empire-building champion of the traditional family. Nothing, as they say, could be further from the
truth.”

Sunday, December 2 “Eight Ways to Lose Your Balance” The Rev. Richard R. Davis

Life can be a struggle. As we enter the holiday season, with its frenetic busyness and pressures to
consume and overindulge, things can get even more out of kilter. We may lose our balance. Some ancient
Buddhist wisdom sheds light on this and names eight specific ways that we all can lose our balance. It’s
good to recognize what knocks you off balance, because then other options can be considered.

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem
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UUCS Calendar

Wednesday, November 14

Thursday, November 15
Saturday, November 17

Sunday, November 18

Monday, November 19

Wednesday, November 21

Thursday, November 22
Saturday, November 24
Sunday November 25

Thursday, November 28

UU Meditation (Compassionate Mind UU Sangha),
7 p.m. (every Wednesday)

Dances of Universal Peace, 7 p.m.

Landscape Work party, 9a.m.to 1 p.m.

UUCS Auction, 6:00 p.m.

Readers’ Forum, 9:15 a.m. (every Sunday)

SIHN at UUCS (through November 25)

9™ Annual Winter Clothing Drive

District Meeting 09 (see Rick’s 10/31 column), after service
Pathfinders Circle, after service

The Poetic Journey, 7 - 9 p.m.

Addiction Recovery Ministry Support, 7 — 8 p.m.
UU Meditation, 7 p.m.

RE Team meeting to plan Women’s & Men’s Retreat, 7:15
Chat & Craft, 7 p.m. (1% & 3" Wednesdays)
Thanksgiving

Salem Coven of UU Pagans, 7 p.m.

Readers’ Forum, 9:15 a.m.

UUCS Future Staffing Needs, 11:45 — 12:45 p.m.
NEXT Newsletter Deadline, 11:30 a.m.

Monks from Bhutan create a sand mandala
Spiritual Companioning Class, 7 — 9 p.m.

(Also see the RE calendar on page 3.)



