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Team Council & Marvelous Monday 

 

The UUCS Team Council (comprising the leaders of various congregation teams) has de-
cided on some changes regarding its schedule and Marvelous Monday. 

Marvelous Monday will continue to be scheduled for team meetings on the first Monday of 
the month, but meetings will start at 7 p.m. and no dinner will be provided.  The change is to relieve 
volunteers from having to prepare meals and do clean up. 

Instead of meeting at the start of every other Marvelous Monday, the Team Council will 
meet after the Sunday service, usually the second Sunday of the month, although the date might 
have to be altered when that Sunday is a holiday.  The next Team Council meeting will be after the 
service Sunday, December 10. 

Phil Cogswell 
_  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _ 

 

UUCS Lifespan Religious Education 
 
What do you want the children and adults in the UUCS congregation to gain from their reli-

gious education experiences?  How might we support the religious educators, volunteers, parents 
and children at UUCS? Everyone is invited to ponder these questions and discuss them at a Stra-
tegic Planning for Lifespan RE at UUCS gathering.  A PNWD representative will be on hand to help 
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us figure out where we’re going and how to get there.  Please join us on Dec. 9th from 9-1 at the 
church.  Food and childcare will be provided. RSVP to Christine Deblock. 

 
 

 

Reverential Ramblings 
 
 

 A few weeks ago I surprised a UU minister friend with a small gift.  No special occasion, I 
just had a hunch – due to some previous conversations I’d had with him about music – that he 
might be someone who would appreciate my offering – a CD of Beethoven’s 8th and 9th String 
Quartets (two of the three so-called “Razumovsky Quartets” because the composer dedicated 
them to the Russian ambassador to Vienna).  This will come as no surprise to many of you who 
know me to be a relentless preacher of the gospel of Beethoven – the Shakespeare of Sound, the 
Michaelangelo of Music, the Tolstoy of Tone all rolled into one and then some.   

The gift of these quartets came with some strings attached (no pun intended).  My friend 
had to listen to me preach an impromptu sermon on how to appreciate these masterpieces.  It went 
something like this:  “I love this music.  If it doesn’t thrill you to the core of your being, if you’re not 
in awe of the sublime genius that infuses these creations, if your spirit doesn’t dance and soar, if 
you are not entranced by deep feeling of those slow movements, if that fugue at the end of the 
ninth quartet doesn’t sound like a lot of sound and glory signifying SOMETHING WONDERFUL 
that resurrects your spirit, if you are not in awe of the way the sounds of the four string instruments 
are woven together with a surpassing skill and intelligence into meaningful narrative that tells a 
great story about our lives, if you don’t think in sheer amazement:  “a human being created this 
work of art and not some higher being?,” then you haven’t heard the music yet.  Listen with your 
head and your heart, your whole being.  In appreciating this music you will discover that there is 
more to you than you thought and more to life than you dared dream.  Small wonder that Beetho-
ven is recorded as saying, “Those who understand my music must be freed by it from all the miser-
ies which others drag about with themselves.”  Be patient.  Listen a number of times and this music 
will reveal itself to you.  So many people, vastly underestimating themselves, don’t grasp such mu-
sic on the first hearing and conclude they can’t and never try again.  What a shame.  If you make 
friends with this music, you’ll have a friend for life, you’ll never get tired of it.  Indeed, it will never 
cease to delight, amaze, inspire and uplift you.’  Whew!  Glad I got that off my chest.    

Now it might simply seem that I have given my friend a gift.  Quite frankly, he is now in a 
position to give me a great gift.  If he listens to this music and comes to love it as I do (and I think 
he will) this will be a source of great joy to me.  I think it’s a deep human impulse to share our vari-
ous gospels (our good news) of life.  We can’t keep the truly great stuff to ourselves – we want oth-
ers to share in this. 

And if others do give our gospels an open minded, openhearted hearing, and receive our 
gifts with true appreciation, they bestow upon us a sense of fulfillment.  A good friend recently re-
minded me that we are more likely to remember with a deep sense of satisfaction the gifts we have 
given than the gifts we have received – be they material gifts or gifts of our time, energy, attention.   

So as we approach this season of Thanksgiving, keep in mind that one of the most precious 
gifts you can give another is to receive their precious gifts with an open heart and mind.   

Happy Thanksgiving to all you wonderful people for whom I am so grateful. 
Love, Rick 
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November 19 - Thanksgiving Bread and Cider Communion 

Please bring a loaf of bread or a pie or something similar to share during fellowship hour after 
Sunday Services on November 19 
 

Lifespan Religious Education News 
 

Mark’s Meditations 

 
The other morning I came into the kitchen to discover that Louis, our two-year-old, had learned 
how to make coffee. He had pushed a chair over to the sink, got the Postum out of the cupboard, 
found a cup and spoon, and then carried these things over to the table, together with the kettle, 
which he had taken off the stove. At the table he mixed all ingredients freely, producing a pasty 
blackish liquid in his cup, a puddle of water on the floor and on the table, and little mounds of in-
stant coffee substitute here and there. He was getting the milk from the refrigerator when I came in 
from the next room. 
 
It seems we’re always looking ‘out there’ for the sacred, or the miraculous. It’s much closer than we 
think. Leaves are falling from the trees and rotting to produce soil. Miniscule chemical and electri-
cal changes are taking place in our brains at this moment, creating a situation that has never existed 
before and that conforms to age-old patterns. It’s wonderful when something nudges us out of our 
routine, and suddenly we glimpse how mysterious and vast life really is. 
 
Anyhow, he insisted on drinking some of the coffee, but didn’t finish it. So far, he hasn’t made any 
more. 
 
Mark Babson 
 
 
Religious Education Dates to Note   
 

Adult Wed. Nov. 15 – The parenting group, “Staying Alive With Those Under Five,” begins and continues 
through Dec. 20.  6-7:30 PM in the RE wing, childcare provided.  For more info., call Beth Malouf. 

All Sun., Nov. 19 – Thanksgiving Intergen. Service, 10:30.  Guest At Your Table boxes will be handed out.  
Bring bread and pie to share after the service. 

Child Sun. Nov. 19 – Children’s Choir (age 5 and up) rehearsals begin for the Dec. 17 holiday service, 12-
12:30.  Other rehearsal dates: Nov. 26, Dec. 3, 10, same time. 

All Sun., Dec. 3 – We all begin worship together in the sanctuary, children will finish in their RE classes. 

Youth/Adult Sat. Dec. 9 – Strategic Planning for Lifespan RE, 9 AM – 1 PM.  Come share your thoughts, 
visions, and practical “how to” for our religious education program. 

Adult Sun. Dec. 10 – Parent orientation for OWL sexuality curriculum for ages K-1st grade  and 4-5th grade, 
12-2 PM. 

Continuing Events . . . Watch the Sunday Bulletin for details of Sunday’s Book Discussion, Monday’s 
Young Religious UUs, and Wednesday’s Meditation, Parenting Group and Chat and Craft groups. 
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Recognition Sunday 
This coming Sunday, November 19, is Recognition Sunday for new members who have just 

completed orientation classes.  They will sign our membership book and receive their badges and 
new member packets of information about the UUCS.  Please come to the service and help wel-
come them. 

Membership Team 
 
Parenting Group:  Call now! 

Using the curriculum “Parenting from the Inside Out,” parents and caretakers of children under 
6 will meet from 6 to 7:30 p.m. on Wednesdays from November 15 through December 20.  Child-
care will be provided.  It’s not too late to contact Beth Malouf or Christine Ertl. 

 
Children’s Choir 

All children five and older are invited to participate in a choir to perform at the December 
17th service. Rehearsals will be on Sundays from 12 to 12:30 by the piano in the RE wing begin-
ning November 19th. If you are interested contact Mark Babson. 

 

Guest at Your Table 
Boxes for the UUCS Guest at Your Table program will be available on November 19.  Funds 

go to help those in need all over the world.  Please return the boxes on December 17. 
 

Bring Winter Clothing Sunday 
Dick Boyle reminds us that the Social Action Team is again a sponsor of the winter clothing 

drive for the homeless in our community.  Especially needed are used winter coats and jackets in 
good condition, new warm socks, gloves and stocking caps. Miniature toiletries are also welcome. 
Your donations will be greatly appreciated; they may be placed in a designated box in the church 
foyer on Sunday, November 19. 

 
Memorial Services 

The service for Dennis Harrison is this Saturday, November 18, at 11 a.m.; see page 6.  The 
service for Roxanne Donovan will be Saturday, December 2. 

 

Landscape Work Party 
The next Landscape Work Party will be held on Saturday, November 25, from 9:00 a.m. to 

12:00 (noon).  Everyone is invited.  We need you.  If you have questions or need information, 
please call me.   

Sharon Dearman 
 

Christmas Bazaar 
The all Church Christmas Bazaar is Sunday, December 3. Ladies and Gentlemen:  Have you 

shopped for flour, sugar, eggs, nuts and all those other ingredients for Christmas baking and for 
materials you need for Christmas crafts?  If not, it is time to get busy and prepare items for our an-
nual colorful and exciting all-church bazaar.   



 5 

Or perhaps you have completed your baking and craft projects to donate to the bazaar?  Bring 
them to the church Saturday, December 2 from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. if possible.  Otherwise 
bring them early Sunday morning December 3.  

This event is sponsored by the Women's Alliance and proceeds are designated for church 
purposes.  Cheryl Randall is Chair, and she is assisted by Kay Young. 

 
Interfaith Hospitality Network 

UUCS served four families -- five adults and five children -- from October 22 to 29.  Thanks to 
many wonderful volunteers and for the support of the congregation.  

Rosa Barton and Loraine Stuart 
 
Congratulations to Millie Rochester 

The Rev. Millie Rochester, our former Director of Religious Education, now a UU Minister, was 
unanimously called to the ministry as Assistant Minister to the Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of Clearwater, Florida. 

 

Being Mission Driven 

 

Our Mission 
 

The mission of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem is to provide a respectful home for 
intellectual, spiritual and creative exploration; and to build a community of fellowship, caring and 
service that lights the flame of social action. 
 
 
 Several months ago, Rick asked the board if we would print our mission statement on our 
agenda for each of our board meetings.  I knew that this request came from the desire to see our 
community as being “mission driven”, and was happy to do so.  I am coming to really appreciate 
this perspective.  Recently at a board meeting we were trying to sort through something that had 
happened within our church community, and a board member placed the issue within the context 
of our mission statement.  Doing so seemed to bring clarity and insight to our discussion. 
 Often during our board meetings our decisions and discussions are driven by our by-laws 
and policies.  By including our mission statement as a guiding principle I believe that we are better 
able to reflect the depth and breadth of who we are as a community.  Our mission statement was 
formulated through a well planned workshop that involved many congregational members.  It 
evolved through an active discussion of what folks really value about UUCS.  While the By-laws 
are invaluable with regards to organizational integrity, the ideas put forth in the mission statement 
bring the heart of who we are to the table. 
 With the Shared Ministry efforts this fall, the newly formed volunteer support team and a 
renewed focus on the role of the team council, I find myself very much aware of the broad array of 
activities that keep us going.  Look at our mission statement above, and think about some aspect 
of UUCS that is meaningful to you.  Do you see a connection?  What brings you to church on Sun-
day morning?  Is it there, in the mission?  Are the volunteer commitments that you make somehow 
associated with wanting to “build a community of fellowship”, or the desire to “light the flame of so-
cial action”?  If you have a leadership role in the congregation, do you think that our mission state-
ment can support you in that role?  

As board chair I sometimes have to tend to potential challenges, and that can feel really 
hard.  It helps me to use our mission statement to stay focused on what really matters.  And finally, 
as a congregational member it seems that if I can keep my attention on the ideas put forward in our 
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mission, then my own behaviors will be more likely to contribute to the respectful home and inspir-
ing community that I hope to find at UUCS.  Who wouldn’t want to be a part of what is described 
above? 
 

Thank you for the part you play in making us who we are. 
Diana 

 

Nov 9 Board Meeting Highlights  
The UUCS Board of Directors met Thursday, November 9.  Members present were Chair 

Diana Nicholson-Nelson, Secretary Phil Cogswell, Past Chair David Boaz, Pastor Rick Davis-ex 
officio, and members Lois Nodland, Vicki Cunningham, Elsa Struble, and Don Fries.  

Archivist:  The Board discussed the need for an archivist as called for in board policies and 
approved a motion to ask the Nominating Committee to search for a candidate for the volunteer 
position.  The Team Council and Volunteer Support Team will also be consulted. 

Special Offerings:  The Board approved a special Christmas Eve offering for the Minister’s 
Discretionary Fund, with most of the amount going to Congregations Helping People, as has oc-
curred in the past.  The Board also approved a special offering for our partner church in Romania 
to occur next year at a date to be determined. 

Chamber Music Concert:  The Board approved a motion authorizing a Chamber Music con-
cert with proceeds going to support underprivileged youth participation in school music programs. 
This will be the second year for such a concert, following the Beethoven concert earlier this year. 

Window Coverings: The Board approved a motion thanking the Women’s Alliance for its 
planned bazaar to raise money for shades for the west wall of the sanctuary. 

Hymnal Supplements:  The Board approved purchase of 20 copies of the hymnal supple-
ment “Singing the Journey” to measure its popularity with the congregation.  Funds for the pur-
chase will come from the Max Morris bequest music fund. 

Garden Party Fundraiser:  The Board approved a request by the Landscape Committee to 
hold a June 9 garden party fundraiser instead of a plant sale. 

Bylaws, Policy and Procedures Committee: As provided in the bylaws, a board committee 
to review bylaws and policy was established, with Vicki as chair and Elsa and Phil as members. 

The next board meeting will be at 7 p.m., Thursday, December 14. All congregation members 
are welcome. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Phil Cogswell, Secretary 

  

UUCS Community News  
The life of Dennis Harrison will be memorialized at 11 a.m. next Saturday, November 18, at 

the church.  The service is being planned by Rick and Dennis’ widow and life-partner Judith Steele.  
Judith says the service will offer us opportunity to ponder the lessons Dennis’ life taught us, and to 
encourage his spiritual journey. His health was extremely compromised; determined to reach his 
mother’s Oklahoma home for a final visit, he died enroute on October 26. 

Esther Friedman and her two children have relocated in Salem following a year in Washing-
ton. She continues to seek professional work as a tutor and lactation counselor. 

Congratulations to Betty Reese at the recent birth in Salem of her first great-grandchild, Han-
nah Marie Russell. She was born to Betty’s grand-daughter Michele and her husband Daniel Rus-
sell!  

Congratulations to UUCS member Katie Howe and her partner Martha Aaron who were mar-
ried last Saturday by Rick at a ceremony in the church! 
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Condolences to Molly and Bill O’Dea at the recent and unexpected death of Molly’s sister in 
Astoria. 

Marge French’s daughters Sharon Saldavia of Santa Cruz and Suzy Brown of Santa Maria, 
California, drove north to Scappose to join her in a celebration for Marge’s sister Betty Tull’s 90th 
birthday. 

This Wednesday and Thursday, November 15 and 16, Shirley Gregory hopes that UUCS 
members will help her load a moving truck with household goods which she and Durwood will 
drive to their new home in Midland, Texas.  Durwood has been working there for the past several 
months and will return to help move.  Prospective helpers should contact Shirley, Jackie Klimowicz 
or George Struble immediately. 

Long-time former UUCS member Mary Ann Kaestner writes of her new life in Palm Springs. 
“The desert is so beautiful; I am close to the mountains and each time I look at them I say, ’Lucky 
me!’  The UU church is in a new building; I am on the finance committee, help with hospitality and 
RE. My children are close so they visit often. I swim daily and golf weekly and feel like a pampered 
queen! I’ve joined several councils of the Palm Springs Museum, which means I go on trips to see 
beautiful places and things. I do miss all of you.  My guest room is available so come on down.”  

John/Tom Maluski, Pam Ruona and son Dominic. “in the land of the morning calm”, were 
off work for the Veteran’s holiday and got out of town. They drove through the mountains to the 
east coast of South Korea to check out the colors.  They are going to Hiroshima for Thanksgiving – 
and may go to the ancient Japanese capital of Kyoto too. Tom says, “Japan is beautiful, clean, and 
very accommodating – and very expensive – but we want to check it out again”. He also said, 
“Thank you, thank you, people of America. – you have awakened from your slumber!” 

When active members of the congregation move away we often think of them and wonder 
about their life. Herman Leder is such a person. After he and his wife Alma Howard moved to Se-
attle, Pam and Ernie Williams kept in close contact with them.  Following Alma’s death Herman 
moved to the midwest to be close to his son and family. Ernie speaks with him regularly and re-
ports that Herman is well and celebrated his 90th birthday this year. He welcomes cards from 
friends. 

Former member Ri’Len Lukens will begin her final two terms in the School of Architecture at 
U of O in January. Since summer she has worked in Las Vegas at an architectural design firm but 
will return home with husband Mike and daughter Cathleen, a sophomore at North Salem High, for 
the Christmas holidays. Their son Levi joined the Army recently and is stationed in South Carolina. 
He welcomes letters from friends. 

Please contact me by phone or e-mail with news to share. It’s sharing of our lives that draws 
us close together as a community. 

Joan Erickson  
 
Community Living Opportunity 

If you have ever thought about living in community, please consider this:  Colleen and I are in-
terested in purchasing a parcel of land that can be subdivided into three or more home sites.  We 
have a small farm now but would like to live with like-minded people interested in raising much of 
our own food for the common good.  If interested, please contact us.      

Thank you, Dominick Spedale  
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SUNDAY SERVICE AND CHURCH SCHOOL 
10:30 a.m.    (Child Care Available) 

 

November 19   “Thanksgiving Nightmare”           UUCS Performing Arts Players 
 

This dramatic skit by Dennis Ehrp and Rick Davis explores the nature of gratitude.  The Players in-
clude Logan Geissler, John Roy Wilson, Nelson Sherry and Erin Zysett.  Dennis Ehrp directs.  The 
performance will be followed by a Thanksgiving bread and cider communion.  PLEASE BRING a 
loaf of bread or a pie or something similar to share during our fellowship hour. 

 
November  26   “Godly Atheism”            The Reverend Mark Gallagher 
 

A few times a year our minister exchanges pulpits with UU colleagues.  Mark Gallagher says of his 
topic, “Do you believe in God?  Why is this simple question a hand-wringing conundrum for many 
Unitarian Universalists?  So much to believe, so much to disbelieve.” 
 
December 3   “Monkeys on our Backs”           The Reverend Richard R. Davis 

 
Last spring several of us went to a workshop held by Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon about Ad-
diction Ministries.  Simultaneously, in our district a UU Addiction Ministry program is getting 
started.  It is good news that more people are addressing an old problem too often swept under the 
rug.  All of us are touched by this issue in one way or another.  If there is enough interest amongst 
us, we hope to start our own addiction ministry group here.   

 
 
 

   UUCS Calendar 

 

 

Wednesday, Nov. 15  Parenting Group, 6-7:30 p.m. (see page 4) 
    Chat ‘n’ Craft, 7:00 p.m.  Info: Kate Walker  

Meditation, 7:00 p.m. (every Wednesday) 
Thursday, Nov. 16  Lifecraft Class, 7:00 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 18  Memorial Service for Dennis Harrison, 11:00 a.m. 
Sunday, Nov. 19  Readers’ Forum, 9:15 a.m.  
    Thanksgiving Nightmare, UUCS Performing Arts 
Monday, Nov.20  YRUU Meeting, 7 - 9 p.m. (every Monday) 
Thursday, Nov. 23  Thanksgiving 

Saturday, Nov. 25  Landscape Work Party, 9 a.m. to noon  

Monday, Nov. 27  YRUU Meeting, 7 - 9 p.m.  
Wednesday, Nov. 30  Parenting Group, 6-7:30 p.m. 
    Meditation, 7:00 p.m. 

 
 


