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Christmas Bazaar Sunday, December 4

Cookies, pickles, jam, cakes, pies, candy, soup mix
or craft items - which will you provide or purchase at
the All Church Christmas Bazaar on Sunday, De-
cember 47 Get in a joyful holiday spirit, put on your
favorite music and apron and bake, bake, bake. Or if
you prefer, use the needle and thread, the glue gun,
or knitting needles and create an irresistible item to
contribute.

Decorate your items and bring them to the church on
Saturday, December 3, between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m.
so they can be priced and displayed. Pam Williams
or Kay Young, co-chairs of this event, will be there to
receive them. If it is not possible to bring the articles
on Saturday, you may bring them as early as possi-
ble on Sunday morning.

This annual event is sponsored by the Women's Al-
liance. This year the proceeds will be divided equally
between our Building Fund and the Women's Alli-
ance, which uses the money for various church
needs. Marge French

Many, many thanks from the Women's Alliance to Wayne Seely, who put in many
hours constructing a linen closet near the kitchen in Hanneman Fellowship Hall.

Items for the newsletter may be placed in the newsletter box in the church office, e-mailed to editors@uusalem.org,
or mailed to the editor c/o the church office. This issue was edited by Lois Nodland and Elsa Struble. NEXT
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: 11:30 a.m., November 27, 2005.



Reverential Ramblings

At a recent ministers’ retreat, we began
with a brief “check in” (everyone says how
their lives and ministries are going for
them). When my turn came | said that
things “seemed” to be going fairly well, but
then | heard myself blurting out “but what do
I know?!” Others around me laughed and
echoed the same sentiment.

The truth is that we know much less
about how our lives are really going than we
like to imagine. You may think things are
going great, but some unforeseen calamity
is just about to rip your heart out. Or, you
may be dwelling in a dark valley of despair,
but, unbeknownst to you, some good for-
tune is just about to break like sunrise on
your days. Similarly, what we think has
been ill fortune may eventually prove to
have been a true blessing in disguise. Or
vice versa. So what do we know with abso-
lute certainty? Little or nothing. Life is un-
predictable and unfathomable.

Frankly, this doesn’t sit too well with me
— it's unnerving. | would like to know at
least a few things with rock solid certainty.
Really, all | ask for is the certain knowledge
that success and good fortune will always
flow my way (and the way of my family and
friends), that hardship and heartbreak will
always steer a wide berth around us, that |
will have good health all of my days and die
peacefully in my sleep some far distant year
when | am fully enlightened and have no
fear of passing through the portals of death.
Now really, is this too much to ask? Alas,
apparently so.

And | have to wonder, would we be
truly happy if such a wish were granted?
Certainly, it would take the edge off things.
But we’'d soon get bored, restless, dissatis-
fied. Really, it's just my “inner control freak”
that yearns for complete security and certi-
tude.

To be sure, our inner control freak does
have a rightful place as a dutiful advisor in
the inner realm of our being — we do need to
store nuts for the winter and take sensible
protective measures in our lives. But when
the inner control freak usurps the throne
and rules the realm of our inner being, then
our lives can go in some unwholesome di-
rections. It wants total control over life and
directs us to hoard, to build protective walls,
to eliminate threats, to take no risks — in
general, to shut out all of life’'s uncertainties.

The supreme irony is that our inner
control freaks cannot attain the unattainable
(absolute certainty) and finally serve only to
make us more acutely aware of life’s uncer-
tainties and thus produce more anxiety.
The fundamental problem is that the phi-
losophical foundation of the control freak is
a complete lack of trust in life. So it seeks
to possess whatever it can to insure sur-
vival. It is doomed to fail. The truth is, none
of us can really “have” anything. Everything
we know and love is on loan for a time and
must be relinquished someday. That's a
frightening thought if you don’t trust in the
flow of life. When | search my heart, | real-
ize that | do, finally, trust in life’s goodness.
If | had to sum up my faith in one sentence
I'd say that “in spite of much painful evi-
dence to the contrary, all is well or shall be
well, for love finally prevails.”

We are now approaching a time of year
when we invite our inner control freak to
take some time off. Why? Because it can-
not comprehend the notion that everything
is a gift, thus it knows nothing about grati-
tude, so it cannot truly celebrate thanksgiv-
ing. As we approach the national holiday
we call Thanksgiving, my hope is that you
experience a deep sense of trust in the flow
of life and amazement and gratitude for the
many blessings that flow your way.

Love, Rick



Kudos Korner

Several months ago, George Struble came to the Board of Directors to request permission
to hold an auction at the UUCS. The major purpose would be to enable UUCS to give our staff
a 4% cost of living increase this year instead of a 2% one. Though this is not the first choice for
making the annual budget, the Board agreed to George’s proposal and offered whatever help
they could.

Well, George went out and assembled this marvelous committee. It included Andrea
Dailey, who prepared the auction catalog and found auctioneer Dennis Turmon, and Lois Nod-
land, who did record keeping. Other members of the committee — Barbara Fisk, Lori Jenkins,
Mary Murphy, Nancy Murphy, Pat Posner, and Kate Walker — took on the tasks of organizing
refreshments, figuring out how to set up both the oral and silent auction, arranging for book-
keeping, and all the many details necessary to have an auction not only happen, but be suc-
cessful.

All were assigned the task of soliciting items from UUCS members. By the evening of the
auction over 190 items were donated. As the evening drew closer, others helped to further or-
ganize the evening, including Phil Cogswell, Bette Rice, and Pam Williams. Beyond that were a
host of members active in taking care of the many details necessary to make the auction suc-
cessful. By no means least were the many people, including members of the Alliance, who
brought elegant snacks and desserts.

And successful it was. Not only was there much fun and comradeship among those at-
tending, but bidding (oral and silent) was spirited. Though the final results are not in yet, the net
garnered from the evening looks to top $8,000.

Our great thanks to George, to his hard working committee, and to the many other volun-
teers who helped make this auction evening successful — and who helped the church budget
measurably.

Chuck Howard

Garden Work Party Makes a Great Stride

While our lead man, Dick French, was
in the hospital, other faithful volunteers
jumped in to tackle the needed mowing,
weeding, and planting. They also moved six
yards of bark dust, which will make a big
difference in the weeding tasks come
spring. More bark dust is needed for the
areas around the front parking lot. Thanks
to Barbara Stebbins Boaz for generously
contributing to the purchase of bark dust for
the beds around the patio, sides and front of
the church. Contributions through memori-
als by Barbara Hanneman and Kay Young
also augmented the plant purchases.

My thanks to Phil and Kay Cogswell,
David Conrad, Sharon Dearman, Jon Diehl,
Barbara Hanneman, Martin Prather, and Bill
Sea: your many hands accomplished won-
ders. | would also like to acknowledge
Steve Henderson’s and Dick French’s ef-
forts in installing more irrigation pipes re-
cently.

Still, there was too much work for the
October effort to do all that is needed on our
undeveloped grounds. We would appreci-
ate more hands if you have time on Novem-
ber 19 from 9 until 12. It does save us from
paying for outside services. Call Sharon



Dearman, your winter leader, with any ques-
tions. She needs your support. Please
mark your calendars.

Your summer chairperson, Iris Sea

Let's Face It (the Camera)

Eager volunteers are waiting to snap
your photo for our new UUCS Directory of
Members and Friends. Photo sessions will
be continuing in Hanneman Fellowship Hall
after each Sunday service through Decem-
ber 4. Please drop by and get taken, so to
speak; singles, couples and family groups
are cheerfully accommodated.

Kay Cogswell

Leftover Lumber

Leftover lumber from building projects
is outside, in the area behind where the
choir sits. Look at it. If you can use it,
please take it. FREE!

Lifelines Lay Ministry

Members of the Lifelines Lay Ministry
are always available to help in any way they
can. Look for the people wearing lavender
badges. Or call the church (503-364-0932)
to leave a confidential message and a Life-
lines member will call you back.

Special Tribute Cards

If you would like to make a donation in
honor or in memory of someone, or to cele-
brate a special occasion such as a birthday,
wedding or anniversary, cards are available
for this purpose. Tribute cards with enve-
lopes are on the Information Table in Han-
neman Fellowship Hall or in the office.
Completed cards may be placed in the
Sunday collection or mailed to the church.

Welcome, New Members!

Noah Seitz and Sara Greenleaf-Seitz
moved to Keizer from Eugene two years

ago for Noah's job and found themselves in
a neighborhood of churches too conserva-
tive for them to attend. New to the area,
they felt the need for community, and found
UUCS by searching the Internet. Sara was
born in Everett, WA, and Noah in Corvallis.
Both are graduates of Kansas City Conser-
vatory of Music, Sara in piano performance,
and Noah in cello performance. Noah's po-
sition as a mortgage loan processor will end
in January, so he is searching for contacts
to a new job. He currently pilots model air-
planes and would welcome a flying buddy.
He also plays mandolin and guitar. Sara is
a devoted pianist, an avid reader, writes po-
etry, and loves to entertain. They have a
three year old enrolled in our RE program
and expect a second child in May.Erin
Zysett grew up in this area, attending
schools in Independence, Salem and finally
Silverton, where she graduated in 1997.
She then went on to study Journalism at the
University of Oregon in Eugene. She
graduated in 2002 and returned to Salem to
be near friends after her father's death.
Having lost both parents, she longed for a
sense of home and connection. Erin came
to the UU church hoping to fulfill that long-
ing. She wanted a place to belong, and to
use her energy to connect with the larger
community. Her childhood home was not a
religious one, but it was very spiritual. So
far she has found in the UU congregation of
Salem the calm, connected sanctuary she
always hoped existed. She looks forward to
learning and growing with the people here.

We have already heard Noah and Sara
perform, and know that Erin is active in the
choir and the Social Action Team. We also
welcome Jean Sherbeck, Lana Von Press-
ing, Ben Cameron, and Danna and Paul
Parmley, and will feature them in a subse-
qguent issue.



Social Action this Season

The Social Action Team and Adult R.E. invite you to a screening of the new documentary,
Wal-Mart: The High Costs of Low Price, in Hanneman Fellowship Hall, Saturday, November 19,
at 7 p.m. This film, about what's going on internally at the world's largest corporation, is available
through the new watchdog organization, Wal-Mart Watch. Thanks to Leah Knudsen for her assis-
tance in obtaining this film. There is no charge. Please feel free to bring snacks and goodies to
share. Dick Boyle & Erin Zysett, Social Action

Lise Adams Sherry, R.E.

Next Sunday, November 20, please bring warm clothing for the homeless men and women
in our community. HOAP (Homeless Outreach Advocacy Project) requests used winter coats and
jackets in good condition, new warm socks, gloves and stocking caps. Razors and miniature toi-
letries are also welcome. There will be a box in the church foyer.

We will have our traditional Christmas Gift Tree again this year, starting on Sunday, No-
vember 27. Requests for wrapped gifts to be distributed to some of the impoverished mentally ill
in Marion County will be attached to the tree. Take a request you'd like to fulfill and bring your
gift, with request attached, to the church no later than Sunday, December 11. Your generosity is
always appreciated. If you have questions, please call Dick Boyle.

For years the UUCS Social Action Team has been involved with the Farm Worker Ministry
and has a representative on their board. Once again we are selling the beautiful fir Christmas
wreaths made by farm workers’ wives. Loraine Stuart will be taking orders and receiving pay-
ment of the $30 after Sunday services November 20 and 27. You can also order by calling
Loraine.

Guests of the Salem Interfaith Hospitality Network will be staying at UUCS the week of
December 4 — 11. Loraine Stuart and Rosa Barton will be signing up volunteers to bring dinners,
be evening hosts, stay overnight, and help with loading and unloading beds and luggage on the
two Sundays. And on November 20 Loraine will be selling $5 tickets which you can use for dis-
counts at Salem Center that day and which will benefit SIHN.

Board Meeting Highlights

vember 17". A third person who is interested

Present at the November 10 meeting
can also attend.

were members David Boaz, Chuck Howard,

Lori Jenkins, Alma Marianos, Diana Nichol-
son-Nelson, Lois Nodland, Marian Robison,
and the Rev. Rick Davis. Kristen Hunt was
absent.

The November agenda and October
minutes were approved.

e Rick’s report recommended that the
Board consider retaining an intern for the
summer of 2006. The Board voted to con-
sider an intern and to have the Committee on
Ministry interview and make a recommenda-
tion to the Board.

e DRE Claire Diehl and ADRE Lise Ad-
ams Sherry will attend a Safe Congregational
Practices Workshop in Oregon City on No-

Treasurer Marian Robison reported that
to the end of October (first 1/3 of the fiscal
year) 30.7% of the budgeted operating ex-
penses has been spent, and 35.1% of budg-
eted operating income has been received.
Rental income for October was $3,458.

During the meeting, Board members:

e Received a written report from the
Transition Team, expressed appreciation for
their work, and, as requested, disbanded the
team to replace it with a Mission Statement
Committee with Kelli McKnight as chair.

e As also requested by the Transition
Team, formed a Strategic Planning Committee



with Jon Walton to serve as chair from Janu-
ary 1, 2006 to June 30, 2006.

e Approved retaining Sarah Seitz to
play the piano during Sunday Services once
a month for eight months.

e Discussed the PNWD meeting in Port
Townsend February 16 and 17 and recruit-
ment of four UUCS members interested in
attending.

e Approved Women'’s Alliance participa-
tion in the UUCS Team Council.

e Approved a Partner Church dinner on
March 11 chaired by Bonnie Heitsch and
Chuck Howard.

e Accepted, with many thanks, the res-
ignation of Karen Piter as chair of the UUCS
Personnel Committee; Karen agrees to re-
main on the committee. The Nominating
Committee will be asked to recommend a
new chair who has human resources experi-
ence.

e Accepted, with thanks for his contribu-
tion to the Board, the resignation of Jon Diehl
and will ask the Nominating Committee for a
recommendation for a replacement.

e Approved Chuck Howard as owner of
the Yahoo UUCS Board listserve.

The next board meeting is December 8.
Summary by Board Secretary Lois Nodland

News of the UUCS Community

Congratulations to Christine Deblock
and her husband, Johnny, on the arrival of
their new baby. Luke John Deblock was
born October 31, weighing 7 pounds, 2
ounces. The newly-expanded family reports
they are healthy, happy, and anxious to intro-
duce Luke to the congregation. Christine and
Johnny are also waiting to hear whether or
not they will be able to adopt their foster
daughter, Julie.

Mary Murphy appreciates the loving
support offered by the UU community follow-

ing the sudden death of her firstborn son, Pe-
ter Thomas, on October 30. For the past
decade, Peter has lived in Tarlac City in the
Philippine Islands, with his wife Fhe, and their
four young children. He was a loving person,
who was happy in the life he and Fhe had
created there, and was deeply loved by many
friends and family members in both the P.I.
and the U.S. Services were held for him in
Tarlac and Manila, and another is planned for
Kansas City in January. (from Mary Murphy)

Rhea Devery recently had arthroscopic
surgery on her knee. She says the surgery
went well, and she’s been going to physical
therapy twice per week. She also had some
tendonitis in her right thumb which caused
pain to shoot up into her elbow. That was
resolved with a cortisone injection, and Rhea
is on the road to recovery.

Bryant Hampton returned on October
22 from a five week session with Northwest
Youth Corps. NYC is an organization dedi-
cated to conservation work as well as educa-
tion. During his time there, Bryant improved
and widened ftrails, helped build a 35 foot
bridge out of felled timber, and learned valu-
able survival and leadership skills. Addition-
ally, he got a nice paycheck for his hard work
and great references for the future. He says
he plans to attend the next session in the
spring. Bryant also has said he would be
happy to offer information to any YRUUs in-
terested in getting involved with this program.

John Roy Wilson, who served as a
medic in Viet Nam, is one of the panel mem-
bers discussing veterans’ issues on CCTV’s
“Public Pulse,” shown Mondays at 6 p.m. and
Thursdays at 3 p.m. Lee Coyne is a consult-
ant for the program and welcomes ideas for
future topics.

As always, if you have any news you
would like to share with the UUCS Commu-
nity, feel free to either email it or call me and |
will get it in the next column

Kim Willaman
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Whereas the editors will not be available on December 25 or January 1, and
Whereas relatively few church events are scheduled during the holiday season,

We announce our customary HOLIDAY SCHEDULE (three week intervals between newsletters). Newsletter
deadlines will be:

C 1 c 3

Please remember to submit all information for events occurring before about December 21 on November 27.
Similarly, on December 18 you should submit information about all events occurring before January 11.

FLASH: Our minister has a new email address: rdavis@uuma.org.



SUNDAY SERVICE AND CHURCH SCHOOL
10:30 a.m.  (Child care available)

November 20  “We’re Gonna Sit at the Welcome Table” The Reverend Rick Davis,
Religious Education Folks, and Performing Arts Team
A Thanksgiving Service for All Ages - DE # < z # %
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Bring a loaf of bread, a pie, or some cookies that call to mind the loving nourishment
you have received in your life. We’ll supply butter, jam and cider G and enjoy this
bounty during the Fellowship Hour.

November 27 “Bring Many Names” The Reverend Carolyn Colbert
Unitarian Universalist Church in Eugene
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December 4 “Accepting and Encouraging One Another” The Reverend Richard R. Davis
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